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B A S I C

Sometimes when you read, you have to be a judge. You might be asked to judge if a statement 

is valid. A valid statement is a correct statement. It is based on truth or fact. What does it mean 

to judge a statement? This means it’s your job to ask questions. Does the statement make sense? 

Is there support in the text to back it up? When you do this, you are judging the validity of a 

statement. You are judging whether or not a statement is correct.

When you judge the validity of a statement, you have to be careful. A statement may sound 

good at first. But then you look for support to back it up. You might find that the support is 

not good. The support might not be correct or true. The support might not make sense. If the 

support is false or weak, then the statement it is supporting may not be valid.

 ► For example, read this paragraph. It is from a selection about calendars.

In Ancient Rome, the priests would watch the night sky. They would see when a full 
moon passed and when a new moon would start. Then they would call out to all the people 
that a new month was beginning. The word for “to call out” was “calare.” So the Ancient 
Romans began to call the first day of the new month “kalends.” This is where we get the 
word “calendar.” A new month would start with each new moon.

Then suppose you are asked this question.

Based on what you read, which statement is correct?

A. In Ancient Rome, a new moon was thought to bring good luck.

B. People in Ancient Rome used calendars only to mark special holidays.

C. The word “calendar” came from an Ancient Roman word that meant “to call out.”

D. Ancient Romans called the night sky “kalends,” which meant “to start or begin.”

To answer this, you must judge the validity of each answer choice to see which one is based on 

fact. For this, go back to the paragraph. 

Is answer choice A correct? The paragraph says nothing about luck. Since there is nothing to 

support this, it is not a valid statement. 

Is answer choice B correct? The paragraph does not say anything about special holidays. There is 

no support for this statement either, which means it is not valid. 

Is answer choice C correct? The paragraph does give information that supports this: The word 
for “to call out” was “calare.” So the Ancient Romans began to call the first day of the new month 
“kalends.” This is where we get the word “calendar.” This does make answer choice C a valid 

statement. It looks like this is the correct answer choice, but check the last one, to be sure. 

Is answer choice D correct? This one is tricky because it mentions both the night sky and 

“kalends.” But read carefully -- the Ancient Romans did NOT call the night sky “kalends,” and 

“kalends” does NOT mean “to start or begin.” Answer choice D is not a valid statement. 
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

A sinkhole is a huge hole in the ground. It is so big, a car could easily fit in one. A 
sinkhole forms when a patch of ground suddenly gives way. The main cause is water below 
the ground. There might be a water pipe under the ground. A pipe can break. Then water 
will leak. The earth will get wet. The wet earth will become loose and fall away. Then the 
ground above it sinks and a huge sinkhole forms.

1. Based on the information in the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. Sinkholes cause more damage in areas that are close to water.

B. A sinkhole forms when water under the ground leaks out and wet earth falls away.

C. The size of a sinkhole depends on how hot or cold the ground around it is.

D. Most sinkholes can be fixed with a series of pipes under the ground.

Spiders have lived on Earth for millions of years. Most spiders live on land, but a few 
live in water. They can be found all over the world, in both warm and cold places. There 
are about 50,000 kinds of spiders. A small one can be about the size of a crumb. A large 
spider may have a body as big as a dinner plate. A spider that huge can eat a bird. But no, 
it will not catch people in a web!

2. Based on the information in the paragraph above, which two statements about spiders are 

correct?

A. Some spiders can live in water.

B. Most spiders have lived on Earth for a few hundred years.

C. The smallest spiders are also the most harmful to humans.

D. Very large spiders do not make webs.

E. Spiders live in both warm and cold areas.

Nature has many kinds of smells. Some things, such as flowers, can have a very nice 
smell. Other things can have a bad smell. A bad smell may mean that something is rotten 
or not good. However, a bad smell can also be a good thing. A bad smell can help keep an 
animal safe from another animal that wants to hunt it. This hunting animal may have sharp 
claws, big teeth, or a strong sense of smell. A bad smell can make the hunting animal think 
its prey is not good to eat.

3. Based on the information in the paragraph above, which statement is correct?

A. Most animals that hunt do not have a strong sense of smell.

B. In nature, only poisonous animals and flowers give off a bad smell.

C. A bad smell can help protect an animal that is being hunted.

D. Hunting animals use flowers to help attract their prey.
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