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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Comparative Reading – Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Compare, 
Contrast, and Integrate. Comparing is figuring out how things 
are the same, contrasting is figuring out how they are different, 
and integrating is using that information to think critically. When 
readers compare, contrast, or integrate texts (or elements of 
texts), they examine them to see how they work together to 
convey an author’s message.
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Comparative Reading
Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating

Lesson 1

B A S I C

What does it mean to compare and contrast two pieces of writing? It means you figure out how 

they are the same or different. You figure out how the two pieces work together. This is called 

comparative reading. When you compare pieces of writing, you see how they are the same. 

When you contrast pieces of writing, you see how they are different. 

 ► Read the following sentences:

John F. Kennedy was the youngest elected President of the United States.

One of the hottest summers we ever had in these parts was in 2015.

How do these sentences work together? Let’s take a closer look. Each sentence is about a 

different topic. That is how they contrast. How do they compare? The first sentence uses 

the word “youngest.” The second sentence uses the word “hottest.” Each sentence makes a 

comparison within the statement. Compared to all other presidents, John Kennedy was the 

youngest. Compared to all the other summers in these parts, the hottest was in 2015. 

 ► Read these two sentences. How do they work together?

Did you see the lunar eclipse last night? I thought it was so interesting!

Both sentences are about the same thing -- a lunar eclipse. That is how they compare. However, 

the first sentence asks a question. The second sentence states an opinion. Each sentence has a 

different purpose in the text. That is how they contrast.

 ► Sometimes you might be asked how different paragraphs work together. Read these two 
paragraphs about zoos:

Paragraph 1: A zoo can help teach people about wild animals. It allows us to see many 
kinds of animals we would probably never get to see on our own. It helps us to understand 
how wild animals live. It gives us information about which animals may be dying out. If we 
fall in love with animals at the zoo, we may care more about animals that live in the wild. 
Therefore, we’re more likely to help the groups that work to save these animals.

Paragraph 2: Wild animals are meant to live in the wild. Even the best zoo can’t create 
an animal’s exact natural environment. People may fill an animal’s space with rocks and 
trees. But no zoo can provide the miles and miles of open space that a wild animal would 
have in nature. Take a wild elephant, for example. An elephant in the wild may travel as 
much as 30 miles a day. In the zoo, it may have only a small area to walk around in. 

How do these two paragraphs compare and contrast? Both are about wild animals in zoos. That 

is how they compare. However, each paragraph presents a different point of view about zoos. 

The first paragraph explains how a zoo can be good for wild animals. The second points out how 

a zoo may not be good for wild animals. That is how they contrast.
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 ► Read these examples and answer the questions that follow.

Sentence 1: Sports isn’t the only area in which people compete. 

Sentence 2: Students compete at school.

1. Read the two sentences above. How do they work together?

A. Both sentences list reasons why competing is good for students’ physical and mental 

health.

B. Both sentences ask questions about sports injuries that doctors have not been able to 

answer.

C. The first sentence makes a statement about competing. The second sentence offers an 

example to support the statement.

D. The first sentence explains how sports began. The second sentence describes some of 

the most popular sports.

Paragraph 1: Do you want to keep your heart healthy? Then you must do exercise that 
makes you breathe faster. This could be running. Or jumping rope as fast as you can. 
Walking very fast is good too. When you work hard, you breathe fast. This makes your 
heart pump faster.

Paragraph 2: Other kinds of exercise help make your muscles strong. Try lifting 
weights. Or go to the playground and swing from the bars. If you climb up a rope, your 
arm muscles get very strong. If you ride a bike, your leg muscles get stronger.

2. How do the two paragraphs above compare with each other?

A. Both use quotes from doctors to support claims about exercise.

B. Both describe types of exercises and how they are good for your body.

C. Both list reasons why lifting weights is the best type of exercise.

D. Both explain the history of the most popular kinds of exercises.
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Paragraph 1: The first coins were made from metal. Some were made from gold. 
Others were made from silver. These coins lasted for a very long time. But they were 
very heavy to carry around. 

Paragraph 2: Paper money is much lighter than coins. But it does not last as long. 
Paper money can tear. It can wear out. Many hands touch the money as people buy and 
sell things. A new dollar will last for about two years. Then it has to be replaced.

3. How do the two paragraphs above contrast with each other?

A. The first paragraph describes good and bad things about coined money, while the 

second describes good and bad things about paper money.

B. The first paragraph explains why some people used only silver coins, while the second 

explains why some people used only gold coins.

C. The first paragraph tells how paper money was made hundreds of years ago, while the 

second tells how paper money is made today.

D. The first paragraph gives details about the history of the paper dollar, while the second 

gives details about the history of the silver dollar.

Sentence 1: If a cat falls from a high place, it can turn its body in a special way to land 
on its feet.

Sentence 2: The same high fall might hurt or kill a different animal that cannot turn 
the same way a cat can.

4. Read the two sentences above. How do they work together?

A. The first describes why most cats like high spaces, while the second describes why most 

cats do not like being in water. 

B. Both offer opinions about why black cats are thought to be good luck in some areas of 

the world but bad luck in others. 

C. The first explains how a cat can land safely from a high fall, while the second explains 

how a different animal may not land safely from the same fall.

D. Both list common items found in most homes that can be dangerous to cats.

Comparative Reading
Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating

Lesson 1
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When you compare two texts, you see how they are the same. When you contrast two texts, 

you see how they are different. This is called comparative reading. There are many things to 

compare and contrast in a text. Authors often use compare and contrast when they write. They 

might show what two characters have in common. Or, they might show how two characters are 

completely different. Authors might do this with actions, events, or ideas as well. Authors do this 

to help you better understand a written piece.

Take a look at these two paragraphs. How do they compare or contrast with each other? 

Paragraph 1: When you use paper, you use trees. People cut down millions of trees to 
make paper each year. Earth needs more trees, not fewer. They help keep our air clean, and 
they are home to many animals. So the less paper you use, the better. Use both sides of 
the paper to do homework. Don’t use two paper towels when one will do.

 Paragraph 2: When you use electricity, you are really using fuel. Most electricity is made 
from coal. Earth has only a limited amount of coal. So it makes sense to use less electricity 
whenever we can. Turn off the lights when you leave a room. Ask your school to use light 
bulbs that save energy.

The first paragraph is about paper and trees. The second is about electricity and coal. This is 

how they contrast. In other words, this is how they are different. Each paragraph is about a 

different natural resource. Each resource is something that many people use every day.

So how do they compare? Let’s read the text closely. Both paragraphs are about using less of 

something. The first explains how using less paper is good for Earth. The second explains how 

using less electricity is good for Earth. Both have the same message. Both are about changes 

that can be done to use fewer natural resources and save energy.

Now try these two paragraphs. How do they compare or contrast with each other?

Paragraph 1: Many of the months in the calendar are named for Ancient Roman gods 
or times of the year. For example, January is named for the god Janus. He was the god of 
doors. January is named for him because this month “opens” the year. March is named for 
Mars. He was the god of war. March used to be the first month, and the soldiers did not 
fight until then.

Paragraph 2: Some days in the calendar are also named for gods. But they are not 
named for Ancient Roman gods. They are named for Norse gods. These were the gods 
of the countries in Northern Europe. For example, Wednesday is named for Odin (“Odin’s 
Day”), who was the “all father” of the gods. Thursday is named for Thor (“Thor’s Day”), who 
was the god of the sky and thunder.

So, how do these paragraphs compare? Both have to do with a measurement of time on a 

calendar. Both tell how these measurements were named after gods. How do these paragraphs 

contrast? The first one is about months and how some were named for Ancient Roman gods. 

The second one is about days and how some were named for Norse gods.
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 ► Read these examples and answer the questions.

Paragraph 1: Bats are small flying mammals. Their young are born alive and get milk 
from their mothers. At night, they fly about, easily finding insects to eat. Studies have 
shown that bats give off high-pitched cries that people cannot hear. These cries are like 
waves that travel out and hit any objects in their path. These cries echo back to the bat. 
When the bats hear the echoes, they know if there is something in the way. 

 Paragraph 2: Bottle-nosed dolphins are sea mammals. These highly intelligent creatures 
are swift and graceful swimmers. They live on fish. They do not lay eggs. Instead, they 
give birth to live young, which feed on the milk produced by their mothers. They are able 
to swim freely through the ocean at high speeds without hitting objects. Dolphins make 
sounds like high-pitched whistles. These sounds bounce back when they hit any objects. 
When dolphins hear the echoes, they know where the objects are.

1. In these paragraphs about bats and dolphins, which two things do these animals have in 

common?

A. Both are sea animals that are fast swimmers and live on fish.

B. Both are mammals that are born alive and get milk from their mothers.

C. Both are highly intelligent creatures that can learn to solve problems.

D. Both are small flying creatures that do their hunting and feeding at night.

E. Both are animals that use high-pitched sounds to find where objects are.

Paragraph 1: It is known that many games were played in Ancient Egypt. Tug of war was 
one of them. There is a picture of it. The picture is very, very old. It was drawn on a wall. In 
it are two groups of people. The two groups are very close to each other. But they are not 
using a rope. Instead, they are holding hands. Each group is trying to pull the other over to 
its side.

 Paragraph 2: In India, there is also an old picture of tug of war. In it are two groups of 
people. They are pulling on a large rope. The picture is done in stone. It is more than 800 
years old. It is in a temple. A temple is a very special place. The game may have been done 
only on a certain day. No one really knows for sure. But it is still played today. In some parts 
of India, it is now a kind of dance.

2. The two paragraphs above are about the game of tug of war. How do these paragraphs compare 

with each other?

A. Both describe old pictures that show people playing tug of war.

B. Both explain how tug of war was played in Ancient Egypt.

C. Both point out that tug of war began as a type of dance.

D. Both give reasons why rope was important in tug of war.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Scientists have found that when you listen to music, your brain will start to 
make a chemical. Some call it the “feel good” chemical. Your brain will make it when you 
feel joy. This “feel good” chemical will travel through your body. It has the power to make 
you happy.

Paragraph 2: Want to feel less stress? Try a slow song. A BPM (beats per minute) of 50 
to 60 is great if you need to wind down. (Bad day at school, maybe?) But what if you need 
energy for a big game? Or you want to pump yourself up for a test? Turn your radio to a 
rock or dance station. The music will be in the 140 to 150 BPM range. That will do the job.

3. These two paragraphs are about music. How do they compare or contrast with each other?

A. The first paragraph argues that music helps mainly children feel better, while the second 

argues that music helps mainly adults. 

B. The first paragraph describes how music affects heart rate, while the second describes 

how music affects memory.

C. Both explain why music is better than exercise at getting rid of stress.

D. Both have to do with how music affects your mood and energy level.

Paragraph 1: There are many satellites in outer space. The most common type of satellite 
is for communication. This kind of satellite makes it easy for us to talk to someone halfway 
around the world. Special signals go up to a communication satellite. Then the satellite 
sends those signals all over the world.

Paragraph 2: A satellite must be launched into space. Have you ever jumped high in 
the air, only to fall quickly to the ground? Gravity is tough to beat! And a satellite is a lot 
heavier than you are. So, a rocket must be used. The force of the rocket’s power lifts the 
satellite into space. 

4. How do these two paragraphs about satellites contrast with each other?

A. The first paragraph explains how satellites are built, while the second explains how fast 

satellites can travel.

B. The first paragraph describes how satellites track weather on Earth, while the second 

describes how they track weather on other planets.

C. The first paragraph tells what communication satellites do, while the second tells how 

satellites are launched into space. 

D. The first paragraph lists the many ways satellites can be used, while the second lists the 

many problems they can have

Comparative Reading
Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating

Lesson 2

B A S I C
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What is comparative reading? It is the process of reading two written pieces and figuring out 
how they work together. When you compare pieces of writing, you see how they are the same. 
When you contrast pieces of writing, you see how they are different. In narrative texts, authors 
often have things that compare and contrast. Characters might be the same or different. Ideas, 
events, or actions might be, too. Seeing how these things work together can help you better 
understand the text as a whole.

 ► Read these two paragraphs. They are from a story about a starship crew. The crew returned to 
Earth after many years in space.

It was a city all right, but it was different from any we had seen before. It was covered 
with a huge glass bubble. Through the bubble, we could see streets and buildings. The 
people stared up at us as we got nearer. Outside the bubble, there was nothing except 
heavy, greasy smoke.

 Suddenly, the bubble opened to let us in. Just as suddenly, it closed behind us once 
we were inside. On the ground, people looked normal but somehow different, maybe... 
frightened. Once outside the ship, I took a deep breath. The air smelled all right but, like 
the people, it was different. It did not smell like the fresh air I remembered.

How are things the same as they were before the starship left? How are they different? 

SAME                                         DIFFERENT

The city had streets, buildings, and people. The city was covered with a glass bubble.

The people looked normal. The people looked frightened.

The air outside the ship smelled all right. The air outside the bubble was filled with heavy, greasy smoke.

Inside, the air did not smell like the air they remembered.

If you think about the way things were when the starship crew left, and what things were like 
when they returned, you can see that something happened to change these things.

 ► Now read these two paragraphs. They are from a story about a man who went for a walk in 
the woods in winter.

All was still. The cold seemed to have frozen the trees, the air, and every living thing. 
Even the ringing of my skates on the ice echoed back from the hill with a surprising 
clearness.

Then, out of the depths of the woods, a sound arose. It seemed to come from under the 
ice. It was low at first, but it ended in one long, wild howl. I was struck with fear and horror. 
Never before had I heard such a sound.

How are these paragraphs the same? Both describe things the narrator saw, felt, and heard 

during his walk. How are they different? The mood in the first one is clear and calm, while the 

mood in the second one is scared and fearful.

9A
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Trevor worked at Mr. Ladd’s hardware store. Mr. Ladd was a fair and honest 
man. He respected others and treated his people well. Trevor liked working for him.

Paragraph 2: “I forgot about the concert, and I forgot to ask Mr. Ladd for the day off,” 
Trevor said. “So I told him that I wasn’t feeling well. He told me to go home and to feel 
better soon.” Trevor’s smile got bigger. “I bet I’ll feel much better when we get to the 
show!”

1. Read the two paragraphs above. How do Mr. Ladd and Trevor differ?

A. Mr. Ladd was honest with others but Trevor was not.

B. Mr. Ladd yelled at others but Trevor did not.

C. Mr. Ladd made mistakes often but Trevor did not.

D. Mr. Ladd was hard to talk to but Trevor was not. 

Paragraph 1: When I heard about the Red Room, I had to go. A room that made people 
go mad! A room with ghosts in every corner! I’ve been to many “haunted” inns. I’ve never 
seen a ghost. There was no ghost in the Red Room, I was sure.

Paragraph 2: In my hurry to relight the candles in the Red Room, I tripped and fell. The 
box of matches broke open. Matches fell all over the floor. Just then, the candles went out. 
The room was nearly all dark. I felt around the floor for the matches. It did no good. They 
were gone, as if swallowed.

2. Read these two paragraphs. How do they compare or contrast with each other?

A. Both give the idea that most people who stayed in the room had a very pleasant visit.

B. Both explain the history of the room and when people started to believe it was haunted.

C. In the first paragraph, the narrator seems calm and confident. In the second one, the 

narrator seems frightened and unsure.

D. In the first paragraph, the mood can best be described as sad. In the second one, it can 

best be described as happy.

9A
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Paragraph 1: “Really? A barn? We are going to sleep here?” Hailey asked. “It doesn’t even 
have a TV. How boring!” She threw her bag on a bunk. “We are in the middle of nowhere.”

Paragraph 2: “I’ve always liked living in the country,” Justin said. “I like the fresh air and 
wide open spaces. I like taking care of the animals. My mom always said there’s nothing like 
life on a farm.”

3. Read the two paragraphs above. How do they compare with each other?

A. Both have characters whose families work on farms.

B. Both use dialogue to give information about the characters.

C. Both use the image of a barn as a symbol for happiness.

D. Both have events that happen on certain holidays.

Comparative Reading
Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating

Lesson 3
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 9: Comparative Reading 

9A Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic Compare how two characters from different selections are similar to each other. 

Make sure one character is fictional, and the other is a real person. 

Basic How is the life of a character in a selection similar to (or different from) your own 
life? 

Basic Think about a sports selection and a mystery you have read. Describe the ways the 
authors of these selections use similar (or different) writing styles and text 
organization. 

Intermediate Create a Venn diagram to demonstrate the physical, emotional, and intellectual 
similarities and differences between two characters from selections you have read. 

Intermediate Describe how the world today compares and contrasts with the setting of a 
selection that takes place in the past. Include at least three examples. 

Intermediate Compare and contrast two stages of a fictional or real person's life. Use details 
from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your answer. 

Intermediate Compare and contrast a narrative text and a non-narrative text on the same topic. 
How does each relay information, and how is the understanding of that 
information affected by the format in which it is presented? Use details from 
selections you have read to explain 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Compare and contrast the views expressed by a fictional character to your own 
views. 

 
Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Select three animals you have read about in non-fiction selections. Describe how 
they are the same and how they are different. 

Basic Compare and contrast the biographies of two people in the same field (medicine, 
sports, music, science, etc.). Use details from two selections you have read. 

Intermediate Use a Venn diagram to compare two non-fiction selections on the same topic. 

Intermediate Compare and contrast the biographies of two people in the same field (medicine, 
sports, music, science, etc.). Use details from two selections you have read. 
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