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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Comparative Reading – Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Compare, 
Contrast, and Integrate. Comparing is figuring out how things 
are the same, contrasting is figuring out how they are different, 
and integrating is using that information to think critically. When 
readers compare, contrast, or integrate texts (or elements of 
texts), they examine them to see how they work together to 
convey an author’s message.

 ►Table of Contents

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 1) ......................................................... 2

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 2) ........................................................ 5

Skill-Based Writing Prompts ..................................................................... 10

Graphic Organizer ............................................................................................ 11

BOOK-OPEN

9A
INTERMEDIATE 



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 3

Comparative Reading
Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

When you compare two things, you analyze them to see what similarities they share. When you 

contrast two things, you analyze them to see how they are different. Often, the two will share 

traits in both categories. They will be similar in some ways and different in others.

Suppose you’re asked to compare and contrast night and day. At first glance, you might say they 

are opposites. Night is dark and mostly quiet, while day is bright and mostly active. However 

both have one basic thing in common: each makes up approximately half of the daily 24-hour 

natural cycle.

The same is true for texts. When you read, you might be asked to compare and contrast the 

characters, events, ideas, or other elements in two texts to see how they are the same or 

different. You’ll likely find that the texts have both similarities and differences.

 ► Read the following paragraphs.

Many deep-water submersible crafts are now in use. The Trieste is a free-moving ship 
that can carry two people to the deepest ocean bottom, nearly seven miles. The people 
travel in a round, steel cabin that is connected to a gasoline tank and a ballast. The tank 
and ballast raise and lower the ship. The cabin has portholes, lights, and a mechanical arm 
for grasping objects.

Another vehicle designed to explore underwater areas is the Aluminaut. This craft is 
limited to shallower depths than the Trieste, but the Aluminaut is more flexible and easier 
to steer. It can carry three people to a depth of 15,000 feet and remain submerged for 72 
hours. Its equipment includes sonar, television, and mechanical arms. 

Let’s compare these paragraphs. How are the Trieste and the Aluminaut similar? 

• Both are deep-water submersible crafts.

• Both can carry people.

• Both have mechanical arms.

Let’s contrast these paragraphs. How are the Trieste and the Aluminaut different?

• The Trieste 

 » can reach the deepest ocean bottom (nearly seven miles). 

 » carries two people. 

 » is raised and lowered by means of a gasoline tank and ballast.

 » has portholes and lights.

• The Aluminaut 

 » is limited to shallow depths (15,000 feet). 

 » carries three people.

 » is more flexible and easier to steer than the Trieste.

 » includes sonar and television.
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Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Your internal body control is involuntary. This means that your internal 
organs function by themselves, automatically, without you having to do anything. For 
example, part of your nervous system automatically controls body functions such as 
heart rate and digestion. You don’t have to actively control these things yourself for 
them to happen.  

Paragraph 2: However, part of your nervous system does allow you to control your 
body to respond to certain events. For example, suppose an old, rotten tree cracks and 
begins to fall toward you. You will move out of the way. Your nervous system allows 
you to control the muscles in your body to make this response. But this response is 
voluntary, that is, you purposely controlled your action. You could have stayed there 
and let the tree fall on you.

1. How is the content of the two paragraphs above similar?

2. How is the content of the two paragraphs different?

Paragraph 1:  

Paragraph 2:  
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Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Astronomers know more about the sun than they do about any 
other star because of its closeness to Earth. Like other stars, the sun is composed of 
extremely hot gases. Deep inside the sun, gas particles are packed together more 
tightly than the particles of any substance we know on Earth. 

Paragraph 2: When compared with Earth’s size, the sun is huge! Measurements of 
the sun’s visible disk indicate a diameter of approximately 865,000 miles, about 109 
times greater than the diameter of Earth. A million globes the size of Earth could fit 
inside the sun with plenty of room to spare.

3. How is the content of the two paragraphs above similar?

4. How is the content of the two paragraphs different?

Paragraph 1:  

Paragraph 2:  
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Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

When you read two texts comparatively, you analyze them to see how they are alike (compare) 

or different (contrast). When authors write texts comparing or contrasting different things, 

they do so using one of two ways: direct comparison or contrast, or an indirect comparison or 

contrast.  

A direct comparison or contrast is a statement an author makes to explain clearly how two 

things are the same or different. Signal words or phrases are often used to let you know a direct 

comparison or contrast is being made. Below are some examples of direct comparisons and 

contrasts. Notice the signal words, in bold. 

Like a cell, a virus is too small to be seen without using a microscope.

(Direct comparison about size: Both cannot be seen without magnification)

Both wild lions and common cats scratch things to keep their claws sharp.

(Direct comparison about behaviors: Both animals scratch to keep their claws functioning properly.) 

Unlike most birds, penguins cannot fly. 

(Direct contrast about the ability to fly: Most birds can, but penguins cannot.) 

Traditional cars use gas to power their engines, whereas electric cars use batteries. 

(Direct contrast about sources of power: Some cars use gas, others use batteries.)

Here are some signal words and phrases commonly used in direct comparisons and contrasts.

DIRECT COMPARISON DIRECT CONTRAST

along with in addition although instead 

also like as opposed to on the other hand

as well as likewise but rather

both same as by contrast unlike

can be compared to similar to differs whereas

furthermore too however yet
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An indirect comparison or contrast is not a clearly made statement. Instead, it is a hint or clue 

an author gives to imply a comparison or contrast between two things. There are usually no 

signal words to let you know a comparison or contrast is being made -- it’s your job to infer, or 

guess, based on the hints or clues in the text. Here are some examples of indirect comparisons 

and contrasts.

Marty was an excellent bowler. Two generations later, his grandson Kyle is keeping the 
bowling legacy alive. 

(Indirect comparison about skill: Kyle is also an excellent bowler.)

I planted coneflowers in my garden because I want flowers that attract butterflies. Next 
year I will add lavender. 

(Indirect comparison about function: Lavender also attracts butterflies.)

In Finland, the ice and snow make a warm pair of boots a necessity. In Thailand, such 
boots would rarely, if ever, be used. 

(Indirect contrast about human needs: Thailand has much warmer weather than Finland, so 

people living in Thailand don’t need the same type of shoes.)

The music store sells only a few oboes each year, as oboes are expensive and can be 
difficult to play. The same music store sells hundreds of tambourines each year. 

 

(Indirect contrast about the cost and difficulty of musical instruments: A tambourine is less 

expensive and easier to play than an oboe.)

Some comparisons and contrasts are directly stated. Others are not. Recognizing when 

comparisons and contrasts are being made in a text can help you to better understand what you 

read.

Comparative Reading
Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following statements and complete the tasks that follow.

Some marine animals can produce a mild electric current, but none can develop the 
electrical punch that electric eels can deliver. 

1. The above statement is an example of

A. a direct comparison.

B. an indirect comparison.

C. a direct contrast.

D. an indirect contrast.

2. Explain the comparison or contrast being made.

Ernest Hemingway wrote crisp, spare, and straightforward prose. By contrast, Herman 
Melville wrote richly descriptive narratives.

3. The above statement is an example of

A. a direct comparison.

B. an indirect comparison.

C. a direct contrast.

D. an indirect contrast.

4. Explain the comparison or contrast being made.

The judge’s calm and experienced demeanor emphasized the nervousness shown by the 
new district attorney. 

5. The above statement is an example of

A. a direct comparison.

B. an indirect comparison.

C. a direct contrast.

D. an indirect contrast.

6. Explain the comparison or contrast being made.
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Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following statements and complete the tasks that follow.

Both Frederic Remington and C.M. Russell created paintings of the West. 

7. The above statement is an example of

A. a direct comparison.

B. an indirect comparison.

C. a direct contrast.

D. an indirect contrast.

8. Explain the comparison or contrast being made.

Short, dense feathers and a layer of fat allow emperor penguins to survive where 
Galapagos penguins cannot -- in the sea and ice of the Antarctic. 

9. The above statement is an example of

A. a direct comparison.

B. an indirect comparison.

C. a direct contrast.

D. an indirect contrast.

10. Explain the comparison or contrast being made.

Hens can lay almost as many eggs as there are days in a year, a quantity that is 
impossible for the vast majority of wild birds. Wild birds lay three to 15 eggs per year, 
depending on the species.

11. The above statement is an example of

A. a direct comparison.

B. an indirect comparison.

C. a direct contrast.

D. an indirect contrast.

12. Explain the comparison or contrast being made.
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following statements and complete the tasks that follow.

Molly gasped when she saw the old photo of her great-grandmother. Molly felt as 
though she were looking in a mirror.

13. The above statement is an example of

A. a direct comparison.

B. an indirect comparison.

C. a direct contrast.

D. an indirect contrast.

14. Explain the comparison or contrast being made.

Similar to fashion trends in the past, today’s styles rely on classic designs that are 
updated using modern colors and fabrics.

15. The above statement is an example of

A. a direct comparison.

B. an indirect comparison.

C. a direct contrast.

D. an indirect contrast.

16. Explain the comparison or contrast being made.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 9: Comparative Reading 

9A Comparing, Contrasting, and Integrating 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic Compare how two characters from different selections are similar to each other. 

Make sure one character is fictional, and the other is a real person. 

Basic How is the life of a character in a selection similar to (or different from) your own 
life? 

Basic Think about a sports selection and a mystery you have read. Describe the ways the 
authors of these selections use similar (or different) writing styles and text 
organization. 

Intermediate Create a Venn diagram to demonstrate the physical, emotional, and intellectual 
similarities and differences between two characters from selections you have read. 

Intermediate Describe how the world today compares and contrasts with the setting of a 
selection that takes place in the past. Include at least three examples. 

Intermediate Compare and contrast two stages of a fictional or real person's life. Use details 
from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your answer. 

Intermediate Compare and contrast a narrative text and a non-narrative text on the same topic. 
How does each relay information, and how is the understanding of that 
information affected by the format in which it is presented? Use details from 
selections you have read to explain 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Compare and contrast the views expressed by a fictional character to your own 
views. 

 
Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Select three animals you have read about in non-fiction selections. Describe how 
they are the same and how they are different. 

Basic Compare and contrast the biographies of two people in the same field (medicine, 
sports, music, science, etc.). Use details from two selections you have read. 

Intermediate Use a Venn diagram to compare two non-fiction selections on the same topic. 

Intermediate Compare and contrast the biographies of two people in the same field (medicine, 
sports, music, science, etc.). Use details from two selections you have read. 
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