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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Comparative Reading – Classifying

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Classifying. 
Classifying is the process of putting things in groups based on 
what they have in common. When readers classify texts (or 
elements in texts), they read texts closely and figure out how the 
texts (or text elements) can be grouped.
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When you classify things, you see how they are the same. Then you put them into groups based 

on how they are alike. 

When you read a text, there are many things that can be grouped together. You might break 

down the text into parts. You might put facts in one group. You might put opinions in another. 

You might put questions in one group. You might put answers in another. 

Sometimes you are asked to read two or more texts. How could you classify them? You might 

group the texts based on how they are written. You might put personal letters in one group. You 

might put speeches in another. Or, you might group them by their topics. You might put texts 

about health in one group. You might put texts about history in another.

 ► Read these two paragraphs about colors:

Colors can make you feel a certain way. While you’re at the store, take a look at the 
sports drinks. Why do you think they come in such bright colors? Colors like neon blue are 
high-energy. This might make people think that the drinks will help them run faster or jump 
higher.

On the other hand, soft colors can make us feel quiet. Babies’ rooms are often painted 
in shades of soft colors, like light blue or pale green. These colors are calming. And if you 
have ever spent time with a baby, you know how important that is!

Let’s classify these. How are they the same? Both have information about colors. Both explain 

how different colors can make people feel a certain way. 

 ► Then suppose you were asked to finish this sentence:

Both paragraphs explain how colors can affect people. Both can best be classified as paragraphs that

A. show two sides of an argument.

B. give information. 

C. describe a dangerous science experiment.

D. list problems.

Think back to the notes above. Both paragraphs have information about colors. It looks like 

answer B -- “give information” -- is the best choice. But let’s look at the other answer choices to 

be sure. Do the paragraphs show two sides of an argument (answer choice A)? No, they do not. 

Do they describe a dangerous experiment (answer choice C)? Also, no. Do they list problems 

(answer choice D)? No. If anything, the second paragraph helps to fix a problem. A room with a 

pale color can help to keep a fussy or cranky baby calm.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

A map of the world shows five oceans. These are the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic, and 
Southern oceans. The map also shows that the oceans of the world are really one large 
body of water. The oceans of the world have water that flows from one to the others.

1. Based on the paragraph above, the Atlantic, the Pacific, the Indian, the Arctic, and the Southern 

can all be classified as names of

A. rivers.

B. countries.

C. maps.

D. oceans.

Fast food is fast! You can get food in almost no time. How? Some food is ready before 
you get there. The food is kept warm. It sits under hot lights. When you order your meal, 
the food is right there. Even if you order a large meal, you get it in just a minute or two.

Fast food is not good for your body. Why? Most of it has too much salt. It also has too 
much fat. These can hurt your body. Eating too much of these can make you sick.

2. Both of the paragraphs above use questions to help give information. Because of this, both 

paragraphs can be classified as having what type of text structure?

A. cause and effect 

B. question and answer

C. narrative

D. descriptive

How is a map helpful? You can find cities and countries on a map. You can find roads 
too. Oceans and lakes can be seen on maps. So can mountains and deserts. Some things 
found on maps have been there a long time. Most mountains and lakes are old. Other 
things may be new. When a new road is built, it has to be added to a map.

3. Based on the paragraph above, roads, oceans, and deserts can best be classified as

A. things that can be found on a map.

B. places to go on vacation.

C. areas where many people live.

D. parts of the natural world.
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You can find books in your school. You can find books in a library. Do you like to read 
about other countries? You can find books about them. Do you like to read about cities? 
There are many books about cities.

4. Based on the paragraph above, a school and a library can be classified as

A. places that have teachers.

B. the most popular places in other countries.

C. places that have books.

D. the largest buildings in a city.
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When you classify things, you see how they are the same. Then you 
put them into groups based on how they are alike. When you read, 
classifying can help you understand how things connect in a text. It 
can help you organize and remember the information in a text. 

For example, take a look at this list: shirt, apple, hat, bread, rice, 
coat. At first, these things may seem to have nothing in common. 
But look closer and you’ll see they fall into two different groups. 
Some are things you can wear (shirt, hat, coat) and some are things you can eat (apple, bread, 
rice). The things you can wear might be grouped, or classified, as “types of clothing.” The things 
you can eat might be classified as “types of foods.”

When you read, there are many things in a text that you can classify, or group together. Some 
texts have things already grouped for you -- a science book, for example. It might list groups of 
living things. Then those groups might be broken down into smaller groups. There might be a 
group for plants. There might be a group for animals. Then those groups can get broken down 
too. There might be one group for land plants. Then another group for water plants. The same 
might be done for the animal groups.

Why is it important to classify information? Because this can help you to understand and 
organize information when you read. It gets you to think about how things in the same group are 
alike, or how they work together.

 ►  Take a look at these paragraphs about flowers.

Paragraph 1: In spring, flowers begin to bloom almost everywhere. Gardens come alive 
with tulips and lilacs. Lilies and wild roses spring up in the fields. 

Paragraph 2: But spring is not the only time of year for beautiful flowers. In the fall, 
there are the bright mums and pansies. Fall gardens are filled with daisies and petunias.

What do these paragraphs have in common? Both are about flowers. How could those flowers 
be classified? The flowers listed in the first paragraph could be classified as spring flowers. The 
ones in the second paragraph could be classified as fall flowers.
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B A S I C

When you classify 
things, you put them 
into groups based on 

how they are alike.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions.

Paragraph 1: Do you want to make a cake? There are two ways to do it. There is a 
harder way. You can make it by putting together all the ingredients. This is called making 
a cake from scratch. People who have a lot of time to bake usually make cakes this way.

Paragraph 2: There is another way to bake. It is easier. You can buy a cake mix. A mix 
comes in a box. Wherever you buy food, you can find a box of cake mix. Almost all of the 
ingredients you need are inside the box. You add just a few more to the mix. Then you 
bake a cake.

1. Read the two paragraphs above. Buying a cake mix or putting together all the ingredients 
yourself both can be classified as 

A. kinds of foods.

B. ways to bake a cake.

C. tools found in a kitchen.

D. ingredients.

Paragraph 1: The raccoon is a night animal. It comes out when the moon does. If you 
see one, you’ll know it right away. It’s the size of a fat cat. It has thick gray fur. It has a 
black ring around each eye. It looks like it has a mask on. It also has black rings on its 
bushy tail.

Paragraph 2: If you’re out at night, you might hear a “Whoo! Whoo!” That’s the call of 
another night animal: the owl. In the day it will sleep. At night it will hunt by the light of 
the moon. An owl has big round eyes. It has a sharp beak. It has sharp claws. It may be 
very small or very large.

2. Based on the two paragraphs above, both a racoon and an owl can be classified as animals that

A. come out at night.

B. have thick gray fur.

C. use their beaks to hunt and eat.

D. look like they have masks on.
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We use money to buy or sell things. Coins are a form of money. The first coins were 
made from metal. Some coins were made from gold. Others were made from silver. At 
first, coins of the same value did not have the same shape. How did people know they 
had the same value? The coins had the same weight. Their value came from the amount 
of metal in them. Today, coins of the same value are always the same size. 

3. Based on the paragraph above, gold and silver can be classified as metals that

A. have little or no value.

B. are the same size.

C. were used to make coins.

D. are the same weight.

Paragraph 1: Thousands of bees live together in a group. Most of them are workers. 
Each one does its own kind of work. The group has one queen. The workers take care of 
the queen. They give her food to eat.

Paragraph 2: Ants live together in a big group. Thousands of them live together. Their 
queen lays eggs. Workers move the eggs from one place to another. Why? The workers 
are looking for a warm place. They take good care of the eggs!

4. Based on the two paragraphs above, both bees and ants can be classified as insects that

A. have workers and queens.

B. live in very small groups.

C. eat other insects.

D. can fly and swim.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 9: Comparative Reading 

9B Classifying 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic What makes a character a hero or a villain? List the names of characters who are 

heroes or villains and explain why they belong to that group. The characters can be 
from fiction or non-fiction texts. 

Intermediate List three of your personal interests. By using the Internet or visiting a library, find 
five books that relate to each of those interests. Label the books as fiction or non-
fiction and indicate how each book relates to an interest. 

Intermediate Make a list of selections you have read and classify them under the headings: 
Mystery, Nature, Sports, History. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Select three stories from the same genre and identify common traits and themes 
from the stories. 

Intermediate Classify the kinds of characters in a fictional narrative selection (narrator, 
protagonist, antagonist, anti-hero, foil, symbolic, etc.) and describe their functions. 
Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your 
classifications. 

 
Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Think about three animals you have read about. Use a graphic organizer to list the 
characteristics of each animal. Explain why these three would, or would not, make 
good pets. 

Basic Write three headings: Places, Animals, Events. Under these headings, list the names 
and main ideas of at least 7 non-fiction texts you have read. 

Basic After reading a non-fiction selection, group facts from the selection under 
appropriate headings. 

Basic Do you like to collect things? Write a selection describing what you collect and how 
your organize your collection. 

Intermediate Categorize facts from a non-fiction selection you have read. Group the information 
in logical categories that would make sense to someone who has not read the text. 

Intermediate Write a classified Help Wanted ad for a job in each of the following categories: 
Education, Medicine, Technology. 
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What texts or text elements are being classified?

Group 1 Title

Items in this Group Items in this GroupItems in this Group

Group 2 Title Group 3 Title

Classify
Groups
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