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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Comparative Reading – Classifying    

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Classifying. 
Classifying is the process of putting things in groups based on 
what they have in common. When readers classify texts (or 
elements in texts), they read texts closely and figure out how the 
texts (or text elements) can be grouped.
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Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

When you classify things, you see how they are the same and then put them into groups based on 
how they are alike. For a narrative literary text such as a short story, novel, or other piece of narrative 
fiction, you might classify characters based on their roles in the text. You might put heroes in one 
group and villains in another. You might classify different themes presented in the story. You might 
classify symbols in the text and what they mean.

 ► Read this paragraph. 

It was a beautiful spring morning in 1791. The sun shone warm and bright over the Brandon 
house, just as it did in the nearby North Carolina town of Salisbury. The flowers bloomed. The 
lively sounds of chirping birds filled the air. But Betsy Brandon did not care. She just sat on the 
front porch of her family’s large house. She was thinking about Salisbury. More than anything 
else, she wanted to be there.

Now take a look at these two sentences from the paragraph above:

Sentence 1: The flowers bloomed.

Sentence 2: The lively sounds of chirping birds filled the air.

How can these sentences be classified? Let’s see what they have in common. The first describes how 
the flowers looked. The second describes the sounds of birds. Together, they work to describe the 
area around the Brandon house. Together, these sentences can best be classified as sentences that 
describe the setting.

 ► Read these two paragraphs from a story about a fisherman and his wife. In the story, the 
fisherman caught a magical talking fish but set it free.

Paragraph 1: “Oh dear!” said the wife. “Did you make a wish? Such a fish could grant us that! 
You must call it back! Our house is so small. Wish for a big castle for us and be quick!”

Paragraph 2: “Husband!” the wife cried. “Just think! If we could rule over this country and all 
beyond it! Go to your fish and tell it we want to be king of all the lands.”

How can these paragraphs be classified? Let’s see how they are alike. Both are spoken by the 
fisherman’s wife. Look at the words the wife uses. The first paragraph uses “you must call it back,” 
“wish for a big castle,” and “be quick.” The second paragraph uses “go to your fish” and “tell it we 
want.” In both, the wife tells her husband to do specific tasks. 

Now suppose you are asked to finish this statement about the two paragraphs.

The sentences, “Wish for a big castle for us and be quick!” and, “Go to your fish and tell it we want to 
be king of all the lands.” can best be classified as sentences that

 A. make an argument.

 B. state a problem. 

 C. ask a question.

 D. give a command.

The wife tells the fisherman what to do. She gives him commands. So, the best answer choice to finish 
this statement is D. Both sentences can be classified as sentences that give a command.
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 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Bob struck a match and lit his cigar. The light from the match showed 
a hard face with a scar. The police officer recognized the face of a man who has been 
wanted by the police for over ten years.

Paragraph 2: They passed a store that had many lights on. Bob turned to look at his 
friend and stopped in his tracks. There was a strange look on Bob’s face as he got a clear 
look at the other man. “You’re not Jimmy Wells,” Bob said. “I know Jimmy’s face.”

1. In the two paragraphs above, the use of light can best be classified as a

A. kind of shield that protects the characters from danger.

B. trick to make the reader think the characters are not really there.

C. way for one character to see another one more clearly.

D. symbol of the characters’ health, life, and happiness.

Paragraph 1: I worked at the ticket booth just outside of the racing track. There was 
always a huge crush of people buying tickets right before the races started. One day, I was 
selling tickets when someone yelled, “What’s going on here, kid?” I looked up and saw a 
man standing in front of me. “Drag races,” I answered.

Paragraph 2: “What is a drag race, anyway?” he asked. I just looked at him. I didn’t know 
what to say. How could he not know what a drag race was? Back then, I thought everyone 
was a drag racing fan. “It’s a race between two cars,” I said. “One car tries to go faster than 
the other.”

2. In the two paragraphs above, the lines “What’s going on here, kid?” and “What is a drag race, 

anyway?” can best be classified as

A. statements that present different sides of an argument.

B. cries that express surprise, fright, or excitement. 

C. adjectives that describe a character or event.

D. questions that characters ask to keep the plot moving. 
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: “The window is open!” Rebecca whispered. Then she picked up one of the 
apples scattered on the floor. “Look, someone bit into this! Don’t try to tell me the cat was 
eating an apple. Maybe someone broke into the house!”

Paragraph 2: Just then, I noticed something moving in the corner of my room. A head 
popped out of a pile of dirty laundry heaped in the corner. It was a masked bandit -- a 
raccoon! He was attempting to unwrap a chocolate bar, probably one I’d left in my jeans 
pocket.

3. In the two paragraphs above, the phrases “scattered on the floor” and “heaped in the corner” can 

be best be classified as

A. adjectives because they describe specific things.

B. verbs because they suggest an action.

C. adverbs because they modify other verbs.

D. interjections because they express emotions.

Paragraph 1: The warrior Hidesato saw that he had only one arrow left. If this one failed, 
he would not defeat the giant centipede that was heading toward the Dragon Prince’s 
castle. Suddenly, the warrior remembered that he had heard that human saliva was deadly 
to centipedes. Hidesato was determined to try his last chance. So he took his last arrow. He 
spit on the end of it. He fitted the notch to his bow, took careful aim once more, and let it 
fly.

Paragraph 2: The arrow hit the centipede right in the middle of its head and struck 
the creature’s brain. With a shudder, the serpentine body stopped moving. The fiery light 
of its great evil eyes darkened to a dull glare and then went out in blackness. The giant 
centipede was defeated! The thankfulness of the Dragon Prince knew no bounds. The 
whole royal family came and bowed down before the warrior, calling him the bravest 
warrior in all Japan.

4.  Many stories have a hero (the “good guy”) and a villain (the “bad guy”). Which two statements 

best classify the hero and the villain based on the two paragraphs above?

A. The giant centipede is the hero because it protects the castle.

B. The Dragon Prince is the villain because he tries to trick Hidesato. 

C. The giant centipede is the villain because it causes the main problem.

D. The warrior Hidesato is the hero because he defeats the giant centipede.

E. The Dragon Prince is the hero because he helps Hidesato.
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

When you classify things, you see how they are similar and then group them based on those 
similarities. You can classify different parts of a text. You can group together different types of words 
or parts of speech. You might group topic sentences in one group and quotes in another. For a non-
narrative informational text, groups can be classified based on content. One group might include 
information such as historical events and dates from the text, while another group might list facts 
stated in the text. 

 ► Take a look at these paragraphs about a storm.

Paragraph 1: The title of “superstorm” is fairly new. It means a big storm that has a mix of 
things in it.

Paragraph 2: One of the worst parts of the storm was the storm surge. A storm surge is 
when a big storm makes the sea level rise.

How are these paragraphs similar? Both have to do with a huge storm. Anything else? Both give 
definitions of words. The first example gives a definition of superstorm and the second example gives 
a definition of storm surge. 

Now suppose you are asked to complete this statement about the two paragraphs. 

The sentences in these two paragraphs can best be classified as

 A. questions.

 B. commands.

 C. definitions.

 D. adjectives.

Based on the paragraphs, the best answer choice is C. You know the sentences give definitions. None 
of the other answer choices fit.

 ► Read this paragraph about gold and pyrite.

Have you ever panned for gold? If so, you might be familiar with pyrite. Pyrite, also known 
as “Fool’s Gold,” is a golden-colored metal often mistaken for real gold. How can you tell the 
difference between the two? Gold occurs in very small nuggets and flakes, while pyrite occurs 
in small cubes. Additionally, gold is very soft and can be shaped or flattened without breaking. 
Pyrite is hard. It cannot be scratched, and if it’s hit with a steel hammer, it will give off sparks. 

Now suppose you are asked to answer this question.

Pyrite cannot be classified as gold for which two reasons?

 A. Pyrite occurs as small nuggets or flakes.

 B. Pyrite will give off sparks if struck by a steel hammer.

 C. Pyrite can be shaped or flattened without breaking.

 D. Pyrite occurs as small cubes.

 E. Pyrite is easily scratched.

Based on the paragraph, the two correct answer choices are B and D. Be careful when reading the 
answers! Choices A and C are features of gold, not pyrite. Choice E is the opposite of what is stated in 

the text.
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 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Sometimes an adult bird stays in its nest when it rains. An adult bird needs 
to keep the rain off its baby birds. Baby birds do not have long feathers. An adult bird tries 
to keep a baby bird dry. How? It sits on the baby bird!

Paragraph 2: Horses often have a special place they like to be in a storm. That place may 
be under a tree. It may be in a safe, dry barn. Some horses may stand in the middle of a 
field. Will it stay dry this way? No way! But some horses are okay with being wet, even if 
the rain is very cold.

1. The subject of the two paragraphs above can best be classified as

A. how some animals act when it rains.

B. why some birds have feathers and others do not.

C. how some animals protect their young.

D. why some horses gain energy right before a storm.

Paragraph 1: Serena and Venus Williams are sisters and tennis champions. They played 
together in a Grand Slam doubles event in 1999 and won. The sisters then won gold 
medals at the 2000 Olympics. As single players, the sisters have played against each other 
27 times throughout their tennis careers.

Paragraph 2: Before Venus and Serena, the last time two sisters played each other in 
a tennis final was 1884. Sisters Maud and Lilian Watson were competing for the Ladies’ 
Singles tennis title. Maud defeated her older sister and won the title.

2. Based on the two paragraphs above, the Williams and Watson sisters are part of a special group. 

All of these women are

A. Olympic champions.

B. professional tennis players.

C. Grand Slam judges.

D. famous tennis coaches.
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 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Bakers make sure a kitchen has the correct supplies and equipment for 
baking. They make sure they keep their workplace clean and safe. A baker may own a 
bakery or work for someone who does. If a baker works in a restaurant, he or she works for 
the chef.

Paragraph 2: A chef is a person who is in charge of all food preparation. He or she may 
own a restaurant or may work for another person who owns one. A chef may also work in 
other places that serve food. For example, he or she may go to people’s homes and cook 
for them.

3. The people mentioned in the two paragraphs above can best be classified as people who

A. started their own businesses.

B. are experts in workplace safety.

C. work in people’s private homes.

D. have jobs working with food.

Paragraph 1: All living beings take in some kind of food from the environment. Plants do 
not eat food the way a person does, of course. They take in water through their roots and 
light through their leaves. Then special cells in the leaves mix the light and water to create 
food the plants use to grow.

Paragraph 2: All living things grow and get bigger. When a living thing takes in food, the 
food gets changed into energy. Some of the energy is used to grow. Baby animals, such as 
kittens, are very small at first. But they grow and get larger and become adult cats. 

4. Based on the paragraphs above, plants and kittens can be classified as living things for two 

reasons. What are the two reasons?

A. Both take in some kind of food from the environment.

B. Both make their own food using water and light.

C. Both stay exactly the same even if their environment changes.

D. Both use energy to grow and get bigger.

E. Both must be carried in order to move from place to place.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 9: Comparative Reading 

9B Classifying 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic What makes a character a hero or a villain? List the names of characters who are 

heroes or villains and explain why they belong to that group. The characters can be 
from fiction or non-fiction texts. 

Intermediate List three of your personal interests. By using the Internet or visiting a library, find 
five books that relate to each of those interests. Label the books as fiction or non-
fiction and indicate how each book relates to an interest. 

Intermediate Make a list of selections you have read and classify them under the headings: 
Mystery, Nature, Sports, History. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Select three stories from the same genre and identify common traits and themes 
from the stories. 

Intermediate Classify the kinds of characters in a fictional narrative selection (narrator, 
protagonist, antagonist, anti-hero, foil, symbolic, etc.) and describe their functions. 
Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your 
classifications. 

 
Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Think about three animals you have read about. Use a graphic organizer to list the 
characteristics of each animal. Explain why these three would, or would not, make 
good pets. 

Basic Write three headings: Places, Animals, Events. Under these headings, list the names 
and main ideas of at least 7 non-fiction texts you have read. 

Basic After reading a non-fiction selection, group facts from the selection under 
appropriate headings. 

Basic Do you like to collect things? Write a selection describing what you collect and how 
your organize your collection. 

Intermediate Categorize facts from a non-fiction selection you have read. Group the information 
in logical categories that would make sense to someone who has not read the text. 

Intermediate Write a classified Help Wanted ad for a job in each of the following categories: 
Education, Medicine, Technology. 
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