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When you classify things, you see how they are the same. Then you 
put them into groups based on how they are alike. When you read, 
classifying can help you understand how things connect in a text. It 
can help you organize and remember the information in a text. 

For example, take a look at this list: shirt, apple, hat, bread, rice, 
coat. At first, these things may seem to have nothing in common. 
But look closer and you’ll see they fall into two different groups. 
Some are things you can wear (shirt, hat, coat) and some are things you can eat (apple, bread, 
rice). The things you can wear might be grouped, or classified, as “types of clothing.” The things 
you can eat might be classified as “types of foods.”

When you read, there are many things in a text that you can classify, or group together. Some 
texts have things already grouped for you -- a science book, for example. It might list groups of 
living things. Then those groups might be broken down into smaller groups. There might be a 
group for plants. There might be a group for animals. Then those groups can get broken down 
too. There might be one group for land plants. Then another group for water plants. The same 
might be done for the animal groups.

Why is it important to classify information? Because this can help you to understand and 
organize information when you read. It gets you to think about how things in the same group are 
alike, or how they work together.

 ►  Take a look at these paragraphs about flowers.

Paragraph 1: In spring, flowers begin to bloom almost everywhere. Gardens come alive 
with tulips and lilacs. Lilies and wild roses spring up in the fields. 

Paragraph 2: But spring is not the only time of year for beautiful flowers. In the fall, 
there are the bright mums and pansies. Fall gardens are filled with daisies and petunias.

What do these paragraphs have in common? Both are about flowers. How could those flowers 
be classified? The flowers listed in the first paragraph could be classified as spring flowers. The 
ones in the second paragraph could be classified as fall flowers.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions.

Paragraph 1: Do you want to make a cake? There are two ways to do it. There is a 
harder way. You can make it by putting together all the ingredients. This is called making 
a cake from scratch. People who have a lot of time to bake usually make cakes this way.

Paragraph 2: There is another way to bake. It is easier. You can buy a cake mix. A mix 
comes in a box. Wherever you buy food, you can find a box of cake mix. Almost all of the 
ingredients you need are inside the box. You add just a few more to the mix. Then you 
bake a cake.

1. Read the two paragraphs above. Buying a cake mix or putting together all the ingredients 
yourself both can be classified as 

A. kinds of foods.

B. ways to bake a cake.

C. tools found in a kitchen.

D. ingredients.

Paragraph 1: The raccoon is a night animal. It comes out when the moon does. If you 
see one, you’ll know it right away. It’s the size of a fat cat. It has thick gray fur. It has a 
black ring around each eye. It looks like it has a mask on. It also has black rings on its 
bushy tail.

Paragraph 2: If you’re out at night, you might hear a “Whoo! Whoo!” That’s the call of 
another night animal: the owl. In the day it will sleep. At night it will hunt by the light of 
the moon. An owl has big round eyes. It has a sharp beak. It has sharp claws. It may be 
very small or very large.

2. Based on the two paragraphs above, both a racoon and an owl can be classified as animals that

A. come out at night.

B. have thick gray fur.

C. use their beaks to hunt and eat.

D. look like they have masks on.
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We use money to buy or sell things. Coins are a form of money. The first coins were 
made from metal. Some coins were made from gold. Others were made from silver. At 
first, coins of the same value did not have the same shape. How did people know they 
had the same value? The coins had the same weight. Their value came from the amount 
of metal in them. Today, coins of the same value are always the same size. 

3. Based on the paragraph above, gold and silver can be classified as metals that

A. have little or no value.

B. are the same size.

C. were used to make coins.

D. are the same weight.

Paragraph 1: Thousands of bees live together in a group. Most of them are workers. 
Each one does its own kind of work. The group has one queen. The workers take care of 
the queen. They give her food to eat.

Paragraph 2: Ants live together in a big group. Thousands of them live together. Their 
queen lays eggs. Workers move the eggs from one place to another. Why? The workers 
are looking for a warm place. They take good care of the eggs!

4. Based on the two paragraphs above, both bees and ants can be classified as insects that

A. have workers and queens.

B. live in very small groups.

C. eat other insects.

D. can fly and swim.
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