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Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

When you compare two things, you analyze them to see what similarities they share. When you 

contrast two things, you analyze them to see how they are different. Often, the two will share 

traits in both categories. They will be similar in some ways and different in others.

Suppose you’re asked to compare and contrast night and day. At first glance, you might say they 

are opposites. Night is dark and mostly quiet, while day is bright and mostly active. However 

both have one basic thing in common: each makes up approximately half of the daily 24-hour 

natural cycle.

The same is true for texts. When you read, you might be asked to compare and contrast the 

characters, events, ideas, or other elements in two texts to see how they are the same or 

different. You’ll likely find that the texts have both similarities and differences.

 ► Read the following paragraphs.

Many deep-water submersible crafts are now in use. The Trieste is a free-moving ship 
that can carry two people to the deepest ocean bottom, nearly seven miles. The people 
travel in a round, steel cabin that is connected to a gasoline tank and a ballast. The tank 
and ballast raise and lower the ship. The cabin has portholes, lights, and a mechanical arm 
for grasping objects.

Another vehicle designed to explore underwater areas is the Aluminaut. This craft is 
limited to shallower depths than the Trieste, but the Aluminaut is more flexible and easier 
to steer. It can carry three people to a depth of 15,000 feet and remain submerged for 72 
hours. Its equipment includes sonar, television, and mechanical arms. 

Let’s compare these paragraphs. How are the Trieste and the Aluminaut similar? 

• Both are deep-water submersible crafts.

• Both can carry people.

• Both have mechanical arms.

Let’s contrast these paragraphs. How are the Trieste and the Aluminaut different?

• The Trieste 

 » can reach the deepest ocean bottom (nearly seven miles). 

 » carries two people. 

 » is raised and lowered by means of a gasoline tank and ballast.

 » has portholes and lights.

• The Aluminaut 

 » is limited to shallow depths (15,000 feet). 

 » carries three people.

 » is more flexible and easier to steer than the Trieste.

 » includes sonar and television.
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 ► Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Your internal body control is involuntary. This means that your internal 
organs function by themselves, automatically, without you having to do anything. For 
example, part of your nervous system automatically controls body functions such as 
heart rate and digestion. You don’t have to actively control these things yourself for 
them to happen.  

Paragraph 2: However, part of your nervous system does allow you to control your 
body to respond to certain events. For example, suppose an old, rotten tree cracks and 
begins to fall toward you. You will move out of the way. Your nervous system allows 
you to control the muscles in your body to make this response. But this response is 
voluntary, that is, you purposely controlled your action. You could have stayed there 
and let the tree fall on you.

1. How is the content of the two paragraphs above similar?

2. How is the content of the two paragraphs different?

Paragraph 1:  

Paragraph 2:  
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 ► Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Astronomers know more about the sun than they do about any 
other star because of its closeness to Earth. Like other stars, the sun is composed of 
extremely hot gases. Deep inside the sun, gas particles are packed together more 
tightly than the particles of any substance we know on Earth. 

Paragraph 2: When compared with Earth’s size, the sun is huge! Measurements of 
the sun’s visible disk indicate a diameter of approximately 865,000 miles, about 109 
times greater than the diameter of Earth. A million globes the size of Earth could fit 
inside the sun with plenty of room to spare.

3. How is the content of the two paragraphs above similar?

4. How is the content of the two paragraphs different?

Paragraph 1:  

Paragraph 2:  

9A


