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I N T E R M E D I AT E

When you classify things, you see how they are the same and then put them into groups based on 
how they are alike. For a narrative literary text such as a short story, novel, or other piece of narrative 
fiction, you might classify characters based on their roles in the text. You might put heroes in one 
group and villains in another. You might classify different themes presented in the story. You might 
classify symbols in the text and what they mean.

 ► Read this paragraph. 

It was a beautiful spring morning in 1791. The sun shone warm and bright over the Brandon 
house, just as it did in the nearby North Carolina town of Salisbury. The flowers bloomed. The 
lively sounds of chirping birds filled the air. But Betsy Brandon did not care. She just sat on the 
front porch of her family’s large house. She was thinking about Salisbury. More than anything 
else, she wanted to be there.

Now take a look at these two sentences from the paragraph above:

Sentence 1: The flowers bloomed.

Sentence 2: The lively sounds of chirping birds filled the air.

How can these sentences be classified? Let’s see what they have in common. The first describes how 
the flowers looked. The second describes the sounds of birds. Together, they work to describe the 
area around the Brandon house. Together, these sentences can best be classified as sentences that 
describe the setting.

 ► Read these two paragraphs from a story about a fisherman and his wife. In the story, the 
fisherman caught a magical talking fish but set it free.

Paragraph 1: “Oh dear!” said the wife. “Did you make a wish? Such a fish could grant us that! 
You must call it back! Our house is so small. Wish for a big castle for us and be quick!”

Paragraph 2: “Husband!” the wife cried. “Just think! If we could rule over this country and all 
beyond it! Go to your fish and tell it we want to be king of all the lands.”

How can these paragraphs be classified? Let’s see how they are alike. Both are spoken by the 
fisherman’s wife. Look at the words the wife uses. The first paragraph uses “you must call it back,” 
“wish for a big castle,” and “be quick.” The second paragraph uses “go to your fish” and “tell it we 
want.” In both, the wife tells her husband to do specific tasks. 

Now suppose you are asked to finish this statement about the two paragraphs.

The sentences, “Wish for a big castle for us and be quick!” and, “Go to your fish and tell it we want to 
be king of all the lands.” can best be classified as sentences that

 A. make an argument.

 B. state a problem. 

 C. ask a question.

 D. give a command.

The wife tells the fisherman what to do. She gives him commands. So, the best answer choice to finish 
this statement is D. Both sentences can be classified as sentences that give a command.
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 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Bob struck a match and lit his cigar. The light from the match showed 
a hard face with a scar. The police officer recognized the face of a man who has been 
wanted by the police for over ten years.

Paragraph 2: They passed a store that had many lights on. Bob turned to look at his 
friend and stopped in his tracks. There was a strange look on Bob’s face as he got a clear 
look at the other man. “You’re not Jimmy Wells,” Bob said. “I know Jimmy’s face.”

1. In the two paragraphs above, the use of light can best be classified as a

A. kind of shield that protects the characters from danger.

B. trick to make the reader think the characters are not really there.

C. way for one character to see another one more clearly.

D. symbol of the characters’ health, life, and happiness.

Paragraph 1: I worked at the ticket booth just outside of the racing track. There was 
always a huge crush of people buying tickets right before the races started. One day, I was 
selling tickets when someone yelled, “What’s going on here, kid?” I looked up and saw a 
man standing in front of me. “Drag races,” I answered.

Paragraph 2: “What is a drag race, anyway?” he asked. I just looked at him. I didn’t know 
what to say. How could he not know what a drag race was? Back then, I thought everyone 
was a drag racing fan. “It’s a race between two cars,” I said. “One car tries to go faster than 
the other.”

2. In the two paragraphs above, the lines “What’s going on here, kid?” and “What is a drag race, 

anyway?” can best be classified as

A. statements that present different sides of an argument.

B. cries that express surprise, fright, or excitement. 

C. adjectives that describe a character or event.

D. questions that characters ask to keep the plot moving. 
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 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: “The window is open!” Rebecca whispered. Then she picked up one of the 
apples scattered on the floor. “Look, someone bit into this! Don’t try to tell me the cat was 
eating an apple. Maybe someone broke into the house!”

Paragraph 2: Just then, I noticed something moving in the corner of my room. A head 
popped out of a pile of dirty laundry heaped in the corner. It was a masked bandit -- a 
raccoon! He was attempting to unwrap a chocolate bar, probably one I’d left in my jeans 
pocket.

3. In the two paragraphs above, the phrases “scattered on the floor” and “heaped in the corner” can 

be best be classified as

A. adjectives because they describe specific things.

B. verbs because they suggest an action.

C. adverbs because they modify other verbs.

D. interjections because they express emotions.

Paragraph 1: The warrior Hidesato saw that he had only one arrow left. If this one failed, 
he would not defeat the giant centipede that was heading toward the Dragon Prince’s 
castle. Suddenly, the warrior remembered that he had heard that human saliva was deadly 
to centipedes. Hidesato was determined to try his last chance. So he took his last arrow. He 
spit on the end of it. He fitted the notch to his bow, took careful aim once more, and let it 
fly.

Paragraph 2: The arrow hit the centipede right in the middle of its head and struck 
the creature’s brain. With a shudder, the serpentine body stopped moving. The fiery light 
of its great evil eyes darkened to a dull glare and then went out in blackness. The giant 
centipede was defeated! The thankfulness of the Dragon Prince knew no bounds. The 
whole royal family came and bowed down before the warrior, calling him the bravest 
warrior in all Japan.

4.  Many stories have a hero (the “good guy”) and a villain (the “bad guy”). Which two statements 

best classify the hero and the villain based on the two paragraphs above?

A. The giant centipede is the hero because it protects the castle.

B. The Dragon Prince is the villain because he tries to trick Hidesato. 

C. The giant centipede is the villain because it causes the main problem.

D. The warrior Hidesato is the hero because he defeats the giant centipede.

E. The Dragon Prince is the hero because he helps Hidesato.
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