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When you classify things, you see how they are similar and then group them based on those 
similarities. You can classify different parts of a text. You can group together different types of words 
or parts of speech. You might group topic sentences in one group and quotes in another. For a non-
narrative informational text, groups can be classified based on content. One group might include 
information such as historical events and dates from the text, while another group might list facts 
stated in the text. 

 ► Take a look at these paragraphs about a storm.

Paragraph 1: The title of “superstorm” is fairly new. It means a big storm that has a mix of 
things in it.

Paragraph 2: One of the worst parts of the storm was the storm surge. A storm surge is 
when a big storm makes the sea level rise.

How are these paragraphs similar? Both have to do with a huge storm. Anything else? Both give 
definitions of words. The first example gives a definition of superstorm and the second example gives 
a definition of storm surge. 

Now suppose you are asked to complete this statement about the two paragraphs. 

The sentences in these two paragraphs can best be classified as

 A. questions.

 B. commands.

 C. definitions.

 D. adjectives.

Based on the paragraphs, the best answer choice is C. You know the sentences give definitions. None 
of the other answer choices fit.

 ► Read this paragraph about gold and pyrite.

Have you ever panned for gold? If so, you might be familiar with pyrite. Pyrite, also known 
as “Fool’s Gold,” is a golden-colored metal often mistaken for real gold. How can you tell the 
difference between the two? Gold occurs in very small nuggets and flakes, while pyrite occurs 
in small cubes. Additionally, gold is very soft and can be shaped or flattened without breaking. 
Pyrite is hard. It cannot be scratched, and if it’s hit with a steel hammer, it will give off sparks. 

Now suppose you are asked to answer this question.

Pyrite cannot be classified as gold for which two reasons?

 A. Pyrite occurs as small nuggets or flakes.

 B. Pyrite will give off sparks if struck by a steel hammer.

 C. Pyrite can be shaped or flattened without breaking.

 D. Pyrite occurs as small cubes.

 E. Pyrite is easily scratched.

Based on the paragraph, the two correct answer choices are B and D. Be careful when reading the 
answers! Choices A and C are features of gold, not pyrite. Choice E is the opposite of what is stated in 

the text.
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 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Sometimes an adult bird stays in its nest when it rains. An adult bird needs 
to keep the rain off its baby birds. Baby birds do not have long feathers. An adult bird tries 
to keep a baby bird dry. How? It sits on the baby bird!

Paragraph 2: Horses often have a special place they like to be in a storm. That place may 
be under a tree. It may be in a safe, dry barn. Some horses may stand in the middle of a 
field. Will it stay dry this way? No way! But some horses are okay with being wet, even if 
the rain is very cold.

1. The subject of the two paragraphs above can best be classified as

A. how some animals act when it rains.

B. why some birds have feathers and others do not.

C. how some animals protect their young.

D. why some horses gain energy right before a storm.

Paragraph 1: Serena and Venus Williams are sisters and tennis champions. They played 
together in a Grand Slam doubles event in 1999 and won. The sisters then won gold 
medals at the 2000 Olympics. As single players, the sisters have played against each other 
27 times throughout their tennis careers.

Paragraph 2: Before Venus and Serena, the last time two sisters played each other in 
a tennis final was 1884. Sisters Maud and Lilian Watson were competing for the Ladies’ 
Singles tennis title. Maud defeated her older sister and won the title.

2. Based on the two paragraphs above, the Williams and Watson sisters are part of a special group. 

All of these women are

A. Olympic champions.

B. professional tennis players.

C. Grand Slam judges.

D. famous tennis coaches.
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 ► Read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Paragraph 1: Bakers make sure a kitchen has the correct supplies and equipment for 
baking. They make sure they keep their workplace clean and safe. A baker may own a 
bakery or work for someone who does. If a baker works in a restaurant, he or she works for 
the chef.

Paragraph 2: A chef is a person who is in charge of all food preparation. He or she may 
own a restaurant or may work for another person who owns one. A chef may also work in 
other places that serve food. For example, he or she may go to people’s homes and cook 
for them.

3. The people mentioned in the two paragraphs above can best be classified as people who

A. started their own businesses.

B. are experts in workplace safety.

C. work in people’s private homes.

D. have jobs working with food.

Paragraph 1: All living beings take in some kind of food from the environment. Plants do 
not eat food the way a person does, of course. They take in water through their roots and 
light through their leaves. Then special cells in the leaves mix the light and water to create 
food the plants use to grow.

Paragraph 2: All living things grow and get bigger. When a living thing takes in food, the 
food gets changed into energy. Some of the energy is used to grow. Baby animals, such as 
kittens, are very small at first. But they grow and get larger and become adult cats. 

4. Based on the paragraphs above, plants and kittens can be classified as living things for two 

reasons. What are the two reasons?

A. Both take in some kind of food from the environment.

B. Both make their own food using water and light.

C. Both stay exactly the same even if their environment changes.

D. Both use energy to grow and get bigger.

E. Both must be carried in order to move from place to place.
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