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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Close Reading - Identifying Explicit Details

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Identifying 
Explicit Details. Explicit details answer these questions: Who? 
What? Where? When? Why? How? When readers identify 
explicit details, they find the facts and information that an author 
states clearly in a text.
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Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 1

B A S I C

What kind of books do you like to read? Do you like make-believe stories? If so, then you like to 

read fiction. Texts that are fiction were created from an author’s imagination. These stories are 

made up. They did not really happen.  

When you read fiction, some information is clearly stated by the author. It’s right there in the 

story for you to read. An author provides this kind of information for you so there is no room for 

confusion or doubt. These details are easy to see.

Details in stories often include information about who, what, where, when, and why. The author 

tells you this information to help you answer questions, such as:

• Who are the characters in a story?

• What actions or events happen in the story?

• Where does the story take place?

• When does the story take place?

• Why do certain actions or events take place?

 ► Read this part from a short story.

This story happened long ago. A young man named Hans had agreed to serve his 
master for seven years. When Hans had completed seven years of service, he said, “Master, 
my time is up. I want to go home and see my mother, so give me my wages.”

“Yes,” said the master, “your work for me is complete, so I will pay you your wages.” The 
master gave Hans a large lump of gold. Hans put the lump of gold in a bag and shouted, “I 
am the luckiest man!”

Early the next morning, Hans lifted the heavy bag to his shoulder and started the long 
journey home. As Hans was walking along a road, he saw a man riding on a lively horse. 
Hans had never been on a horse. “Oh!” cried Hans. “That actually looks like fun! If I were to 
ride on a horse, it would be like resting in a soft chair. I would not trip over stones in the 
road and I would not wear out my shoes. And, I would not have to hold this heavy bag of 
gold.”

What are details that are clearly stated?  What does that author tell you directly?

• Who: a young man named Hans

• What: Hans is walking home, carrying a lump of gold

• Where: a road that leads to Hans’ home

• When: a long time ago

• Why:  Hans completed seven years of work

The author of this story provides details that clearly tell you who, what, where, when, and why.  

You did not need to guess, look for clues, or uncover hints in the story to find these details.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Long ago there was a beautiful park. It had many flowers. A man took a job caring for 
the park. It was his job to water the flowers. Each day the flowers became more beautiful. 
People came from far and near to see them.

This park was home to many cats. They lived together among the flowers. The king of 
the cats was their ruler. He made himself king because he thought he was the most clever 
of all the cats.

The man worked hard every day. He never took a day off from work. For more than a 
year, he worked hard taking care of the park. Then one day, he wanted to rest. He wanted 
to take time off. But who would take care of the park? Who could do his job?

The man thought and thought. Then he said, “Oh! I will ask the cats for help. They live in 
this park. They will take good care of it. I will be able to take a day off.”

1. Fill in the details for who, what, where, when, and why.

Who:  

What:  

Where:  

When:  

Why:   

2. The author provided details about the man that explain

A. why the man wanted to take a day off.

B. where the man wanted to go on his day off.

C. who lived near the park.

D. what the man was wearing while he worked.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Blue Bird had been working since the sun came up. She was tiny, but she worked hard. 
She flew from tree to tree, looking for the best place to build a nest. After many hours she 
finally decided to build her home in a tree on a small hill. She spent a long time looking for 
materials to make her nest. She flew this way and that, looking for bits of grass and small 
sticks. She made many trips and each time she would carry something in her beak. She 
carried the things she needed to make a home.

Blue Bird added the final bits of grass to her nest. Her home was done! She was very 
happy to have this home on the hill.

“I worked hard to build this home,” she thought. “It is a safe place for me, but I am so 
tired, hot, and thirsty right now!”

3. The author provides many details about Blue Bird’s busy day.  These details were provided to help 

the reader clearly understand why

A. Blue Bird feels so tired.

B. Blue Bird is so tiny.

C. birds prefer to live in nests.

D. birds are able to fly.

4. This part from the story describes two reasons why Blue Bird had to do a lot of flying around. 

Which two of the following statements describe the reasons why she was flying around?

A. She was lost and looking for her family’s home.

B. She was looking for a place to build a nest.

C. She was trying to get as much exercise as possible.

D. She was hungry and looking for food.

E. She was searching for materials to make a nest.

Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

Lesson 1

B A S I C
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Do you like to read books about real people or events that really happened? Do you like to read 
about science or history? If so, you are someone who enjoys nonfiction texts. These are texts that 
tell about things that are true or real.

In nonfiction books, the information you read are facts. A fact is something that can be checked 
and proved to be true. Authors of nonfiction usually present facts clearly, so there is no room for 
confusion or misunderstanding. These facts help you develop a deep understanding about what 
you are reading.

 ► Read this part from a nonfiction text about whales.

Whales are the largest and heaviest animals in the world, in or out of the water. The largest 
of all is the blue whale. If a fully grown blue whale stood on its tail, it could be as tall as a ten-
story building! It could weigh up to 150 tons and be nearly 100 feet long.

Because of its size, a whale is not able to move around on land. A whale is a mammal, but 
in the water it does as well as any fish. It moves by slowly beating its wide, flat tail against the 
water.

In this text, the author is describing the size of whales, and how these large creatures move 
through the water. What kind of facts are included? To start, the author clearly states a fact 
about all whales, which is that they are larger than any other animals on Earth. 

Next, the author provides another fact: blue whales are the largest whale of all. The author 
provides additional facts about the blue whale’s size (how much it weighs, and how long it is).  
The author provides other facts to explain how these large creatures are able to move through 
the water. 

Authors use facts to teach you something. In this case, the author is teaching you about whales. 
But authors may also use facts when they are making an argument for or against something.

 ► Read this part from a nonfiction text about calendars.

The calendar that is used by most people is called the Western calendar. This is the one you 
may see hanging on a wall at home or at school. There are seven days in a week and 365 days 
in a year. There are also 12 months in a year. This is pretty simple, right? It may seem so now, but 
counting the days was not always so easy.

People have always tried to figure out how to count the days that passed. But each group of 
people had a different way of doing it. Some people followed the sun to count the days and the 
months. Others followed the moon. The days and the months all had different names, and many 
people did not count the years in the same way. No two calendars were the same.

In this text, the author makes the argument that “counting the days was not always so easy.”  In 
the second paragraph, the author provides facts to explain why it was harder to keep track of 
days in the past than it is today. For example, some people followed the sun, and others followed 
the moon. Different groups of people used different names for days and months. Sounds as if 
it was pretty hard to keep track of time. The author’s use of facts supports the argument that it 
was hard to keep track of time.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

The first mariachi bands were made up of men. No women were part of the bands. The men 
in bands played violins, a harp, and a few guitars. One of the men was the lead singer. The men 
wore clothing that was similar to the kind worn by farmers. The clothing included white pants 
and a white shirt. Many of these music men found work on “haciendas,” which are large farms. 
The owner of a hacienda would pay the mariachi bands to entertain their farmers. The bands 
also would play their happy music at celebrations such as weddings.

1. This paragraph is mainly providing facts about

A. farmers who worked on haciendas.

B. women who performed in bands.

C. the first mariachi bands.

D. celebrations and weddings. 

2. The author of this paragraph provides facts about 

A. how to play a harp.

B. what mariachi band members wore.

C. what kind of crops are planted on haciendas.

D. why mariachi bands are popular today.

To be called a desert, a place must get fewer than ten inches of rain in a year. That is the only 
requirement. A very dry desert may get only half an inch of water each year, and the water is 
from fog, not rain.

In a hot desert, such as the Sahara in northern Africa, the temperature can go up to 122 
degrees. But the Gobi Desert in Asia can get as cold as 40 degrees below zero. And the desert 
in Antarctica--yes, there is desert in Antarctica--never gets anywhere close to hot. 

Deserts are on every continent. They cover one-fifth of the earth’s land. Many people think 
a desert is a barren and lonely place where few living things can survive for long. But that’s 
wrong. A great variety of plants and animals live and thrive in the desert.

3. The details in these paragraphs help the reader clearly understand that all deserts are

A. hot.

B. in Antarctica.

C. in northern Africa.

D. dry.

4. Think about the facts in these paragraphs. Based on the facts, which statement is NOT correct?

A. Deserts get little or no rain.

B. Deserts are located on all continents.

C. Deserts are barren places with no living things.

D. Deserts can be hot or cold.
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Some of the texts you read are fiction. This means the story is make-believe. The events in the story 
did not really happen. The characters are not real people. The story’s details came from an author’s 
imagination. When you read fiction, look for certain details in the story. These details will help you 
understand the story.

Some details tell you about the story’s setting. The setting is when and where the story takes place. 
Details about the setting let you know if the story takes place long ago. Or if the story takes place in 
the present or at some future time. The setting also lets you know where the action and events take 
place.  

Why does an author tell you information about “when” and “where”? The author does this so there is 
no confusion or questions about the setting. For example, the author may explain that a story takes 
place in “a small town” or “a big city.” Or the setting may be on “a planet far, far away.”  An author 
may use words like “yesterday” or “recently.” Or the author may say the story takes place “long ago” 
or “one day far in the future.” Words and phrases like these let you know the time frame of the story.

Other details to look for tell about the story’s characters. The characters in a story may be people, 
animals, or make-believe creatures. Authors provide descriptions of how characters look. Authors tell 
you what characters are feeling. Authors tell you how characters react to things. Authors may even 
tell you if the character is a hero or a villain. 

More details to look for are clues about which characters are speaking, and what they are saying. 
Keeping track of the words being said, and which character said them, will help you keep track of 
events and actions in the story.

 ► Read this part from a make-believe story.

Long ago, in a faraway kingdom, a poor man said to his four sons, “Children, I have 
nothing to give you, so you must go out into the world and try your luck at finding a trade.” 
The four brothers packed their belongings and said goodbye to their father. Then they all 
left the house together.

After walking for many hours, the brothers came to a place where the road split in four 
different directions. The oldest said, “Brothers, here we must part, but four years from 
this day, let’s come back to this spot. In the meantime, we each must try to find a trade to 
support ourselves.”

Each brother went his own way. Soon the oldest met a man. This man asked the oldest 
brother where he was going. The oldest replied, “I am not sure where I am going, but my 
father wants me to learn some kind of trade.”

Setting -- where? The author tells you that the action in this story takes place on a 
road in a kingdom that is far away.

Setting -- when? The phrase “long ago” tells you that this story takes place in the 
past.

Character -- descriptions? Four sons have been living with their father. The family does not 
have much money. The sons must find work.

Character -- who is speaking? The father speaks, telling his sons to leave home. The oldest brother 
speaks, telling his younger brothers they should each go a separate 
way.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

It was a bright June morning in the Swiss Alps. Two people were about to climb up a 
mountain path. One person was a young woman. The other was a small girl. The mountain 
path went from their little village to the top of the mountain.

The hot sun shone down on the pair. The small girl did not look more than five years 
old. Even in the heat, she was clothed as if to keep off the coldest frost. She had on three 
dresses, one over the other. She wore a thick red wool coat. On her small feet were heavy 
boots.

As the pair left their village, a voice called out.  “Wait a moment!” said a friendly-looking 
woman. “If you are climbing up the mountain path, I will go with you.”

Deta, the young woman, stood still to wait for the woman from the village. The small girl 
sat down on the ground.

“Are you tired, Heidi?” asked Deta.

“No,” answered the small girl. “I am hot.”

1. Which two of the following phrases from these paragraphs provide details about the setting?

A. one person was a young woman

B. it was a bright June morning

C. on her small feet were heavy boots

D. climbed up a mountain path

E. she wore a thick red wool coat

2. Which of the following best describes the characters in these paragraphs?

A. Two people of different ages are climbing a mountain, and the younger one is wearing the 

wrong kind of clothes.

B. Three people are lost on a mountain path and they seek help from a friendly villager.

C. Two people are climbing a mountain, and they are both wearing the wrong kind of clothes 

for the weather.

D. A woman from a village is frightened by two strangers who are climbing a mountain path 

near her home.

1A
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow. 
 

In 1862, I was ten years old. My family moved to the prairie that year. I was unhappy 
about leaving Virginia, the only place I had ever lived. I knew I would miss it terribly. Ma and 
Pa decided to pull up their roots in Virginia and settle out West. My brother, Jacob, was 13 
years old when we moved, and my little sister, Mary, was only three.

When the caravan arrived in Kansas, all the families went off to settle on their very own 
plots. “Pa, what happened to all of the trees?” I asked as I looked at the flat, dusty land.

Pa smiled. “Emma, we are out on the plains now. There are very few trees, and the land 
is mostly flat.”

“How will we build our house if there are no trees to cut?”

“We will use what nature has given us,” Pa answered.

What could Pa be thinking? There was nothing on the plain but dust and grass.

 
3.  List three details about the setting of these paragraphs.

4. Which character says, “How will we build our house if there are no trees to cut?” 

A. Pa

B. Ma

C. Emma

D. Jacob
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 1: Close Reading  

1A Identifying Explicit Details 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Create a new question for a selection you have read and answer the question 
using information from the selection. 

Basic Describe three details from a selection and explain how they helped make the 
selection more interesting to you. 

Basic Create a diagram that lists the following information about a selection: Who, 
What, Where, When, Why, How. 

Basic Choose three selections you have read. Make a list with the headings, 
location, characters, and events, and fill in the information from the three 
selections. 

Basic Write a speech for a character in a selection you read in which the character 
describes his or her life, home, and the things he or she likes to do. 

Basic Write an interview with a character from a selection. Include at least three 
questions that you would ask the character, and include the character's 
answers to those questions. 

Basic Write a paragraph about a selection you read that has a make-believe setting, 
and another paragraph about a selection you read that has a real setting. 
Compare how the authors of these selections describe the settings. 

Basic Is the location of a selection important? Choose a selection you read and 
explain why (or why not) the location was an important part of the story. 

Basic Explain when and where a selection takes place. What clues help you 
determine that information? 

Basic Describe how the setting of a selection is similar to or different from the place 
where you live. 

Basic Think about a question you had to answer about a selection you read. 
Describe how you were able to determine the answer from information in the 
text. 

Intermediate Write three questions about a selection that will require additional research 
or fact-checking to answer them. Provide the answers to these questions. 

 

Prompts Continued on Next Page 
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Intermediate List two to four supporting characters in a selection and explain their 
relationship to the selection's main protagonist. 

Intermediate Identify the narrator point of view of a selection you have read (first or third 
person) and explain how you can prove this. 

Intermediate How can the author use the setting in a selection to reflect emotions, create a 
mood, and reinforce symbolism? Give specific examples from stories you 
have read. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Basic Who is the main character in the selection and why is this character so important? 

Basic Choose a selection you have read. Who is telling the story? What clues helped you 
identify who is speaking? 

Basic Imagine you are a character in a selection you read. What are some things you might 
say as that character? 

Basic Retell a fairy tale, myth, or legend so it takes place in another setting. Describe how the 
shift in location changes the plot and characters. 

Intermediate Create a new graphic organizer that indicates a selection's main idea, characters, and 
supporting details, and how these three areas intersect. 

Intermediate While reading a chapter book, keep a journal describing your impressions about the 
setting, characters, and plot highlights. Create a brief journal entry at the end of each 
chapter. 

Intermediate Describe a selection you have read that has an untrustworthy narrator and explain how 
you know the narrator is untrustworthy. 

Intermediate Describe a selection you have read that has a limited narrator who tells the selection 
from the perspective of one character. 

Intermediate Provide examples from selections you have read to compare how a limited narrator 
and an omniscient narrator are able to reveal information about character actions, 
feelings, and motivations. 

Intermediate What are some clues you found in a selection that let you know when and where the 
selection takes place even though the author does not overtly state this information? 

Intermediate Describe a selection in which the author uses a feature of the physical setting as a 
significant literary element of the plot. For example, Mark Twain's use of the 
Mississippi River. 

Intermediate The setting of a selection includes not only place but also time. Describe a selection 
you have read in which the historical time period was critical to the plot. For example, 
Charles Dickens' "A Tale of Two Cities.' 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Create an outline of facts from a Non-fiction selection. 

Basic Retell an Non-fiction selection from your own point of view. 

Basic Describe a question you answered about an Non-fiction text, and explain what steps 
you took to find the answer in the text. 

Intermediate Using the Internet or another research tool, find quotes from three people that 
support the main idea of an informational selection. Include appropriate citations. 

Intermediate Create a website for the an non-fiction selection you read. Include the main idea and 
supporting details. Include images that would help viewers of your website better 
understand the topic. 
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