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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Close Reading – Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences    

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Drawing 
Conclusions and Making Inferences. Sometimes an author put 
hints and clues in a text to teach a lesson or send a message. 
Readers must use the hints and clues within a text to reach a 
conclusion or understand the author’s message. 
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Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 1

B A S I C

Do you like reading make-believe stories? If so, then you like to read fiction. Authors who write 

fiction make up the stories from their imagination. Books like Harry Potter, Twilight, and The 
Hobbit are examples of fiction.

Sometimes an author of a make-believe story tells you details directly. The author does this so 

there are no questions or confusion as you read. For example, an author may provide details 

about the characters. Or about the setting of a story. Or about the events or action in a story. 

But other times the author provides only hints or clues. The author does not tell you directly 

about the setting, characters, or events. You need to figure out what the clues mean. You need 

to be a detective as you read!

A good detective gathers clues. Then the detective connects those clues with information he or 

she already knows. By making this connection, the detective can come up with a smart guess 

about what is going on. When you read, connect the clues in the story with information you 

already know. You’ll be able to make a smart guess about what the author is trying to tell you.

 ► Read these paragraphs.

Ryan watched Dad carry a small box into their house. Dad put the box on the floor and 
motioned for Ryan to come closer. As Ryan walked closer to the box, he could hear a tiny 
sound coming from inside. The sound reminded Ryan of a quiet, gentle motor. He could 
hear a slight scratching sound too. 

Dad asked Ryan to close his eyes and put his hand inside the box. Ryan reached in and 
felt something small. It was warm and covered with soft fur.

The author does not tell you directly what is in the box. Can you figure out what it is? What is a 

smart guess?

CLUES IN THE TEXT                                             WHAT YOU ALREADY KNOW

Dad is carrying a small box.
If the box is small, the thing inside must also be 
small. 

The thing inside the box is making a sound  
like a small motor.

A kitten makes a sound like this when it is 
purring.

Ryan feels something small and covered  
with fur.

A kitten is a tiny animal that has soft fur on it.

The author did not tell you directly that a kitten was inside the box. But the author did provide 

clues. When you combined those clues with information you already knew, it was easy to figure it 

out!
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 ► Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions that follow. 
 

“Centro, take this stick,” my grandfather, Old Pop, said. As he handed the single stick to 
me, he said, “This is a stick by itself. What can you tell me about it?”

“It’s a single stick, Old Pop. What is there to tell?” I said.

“Do you think you can break the stick?” he asked.  I did not answer him. I simply 
snapped the stick in two and let the pieces drop to the ground.

Old Pop was quiet. He looked at the two pieces on the ground. “Centro, that stick is you. 
If you are alone in the world, you can be snapped in half. You will be broken and fall to the 
ground.”

I looked at the pieces on the ground. “Now Centro,” Old Pop said, “take these five sticks. 
They are tied together into a bundle. These five sticks are you and your brothers. See if you 
can break this bundle of sticks.”

I took the bundle from Old Pop. I held one end in my right hand and the other in my left 
hand. I used all the strength I had to try to snap the bundle of sticks in half. But I could not 
do it. I tried again and again. But the bundle of sticks would not break.

1. Based on the clues in these paragraphs, you can figure out that Old Pop is trying to

A. punish his grandson for misbehaving.

B. teach his grandson a lesson.

C. enjoy a pleasant afternoon in his garden.

D. help his grandson make new friends.

2. Based on clues in these paragraphs, you can figure out that Old Pop

A. thinks that brothers should spend time away from one another.

B. hopes that Centro moves away from home.

C. believes it is important for brothers to get along with one another.

D. wants Centro to clean up the sticks that are on the ground.
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 ► Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Strong walls surrounded the country. They had to hold back the sea. The walls were as 
thick as roads. Some men in this country had the job to check the walls. The men had to 
ensure these walls were safe and sound. Each day, the men walked along the ground at 
the edge of the walls. They checked the walls for any small holes or cracks that might have 
appeared since the day before.

The men had to fix even the tiniest hole or crack as soon as possible. The powerful sea 
could quickly make a small hole grow into a huge problem. The force of the water would 
make a hole get bigger and bigger. Soon the sea could burst through the wall.

3. Based on the clues in these paragraphs, what can you figure out? 

A. The country is located below sea level.

B. The country is located high on a mountain top.

C. The men in the country know how to swim.

D. The walls in the country are made from bricks.

4. The clues in these paragraphs let you figure out that the walls

A. serve no purpose.

B. should be torn down.

C. protect the land from flooding.

D. allow water to flow freely to the land.

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 1

B A S I C
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Do you like reading texts that tell about real people, places, and events? If so, you like reading 

nonfiction. Nonfiction texts include facts. They describe real places. They tell about events that 

really happened. A biography is an example of a nonfiction text. So is a science textbook. And so 

is a speech.

Sometimes the information in a nonfiction text is clearly stated. Authors give you this information 

directly so there is no question about what they are saying. But other times authors provide clues 

in texts. Your job is to be a detective. You need to figure out what those clues actually mean.

How can you figure out what the clues mean? You need to combine the clues with information 

you already know.

 ► Read this part from a speech by President Barack Obama. 

But at the end of the day, we can have the most dedicated teachers, the most 
supportive parents, and the best schools in the world – and none of it will matter unless 
all of you fulfill your responsibilities. Unless you show up to those schools; pay attention to 
those teachers; listen to your parents, grandparents, and other adults; and put in the hard 
work it takes to succeed. 

 And that’s what I want to focus on today: the responsibility each of you has for your 
education. I want to start with the responsibility you have to yourself. 

 Every single one of you has something you’re good at. Every single one of you has 
something to offer. And you have a responsibility to yourself to discover what that is. That’s 
the opportunity an education can provide. 

Can you guess who the president was talking to?  Did you combine the clues in the speech with 

information you already know?

CLUES IN THE TEXT                                         WHAT YOU ALREADY KNOW

The president mentions going to school, and 
listening to teachers and parents.

Students are the people who do these things.

The president tells the people listening to the 
speech that they should use their education to 

discover the things that they are good at.

Students of all ages are in schools to learn skills 
and information that will help them throughout 

their lives.

When you add the clues in the text to what you already know, you are able to figure out that 

President Obama made this speech for an audience of students.

1B



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 2 of 3

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 2

B A S I C

 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Two large cities stand opposite to one another on the banks of a river. The cities are 
divided by water. It is not likely they can do very well without a bridge to connect them. 
Yet the citizens of New York and Brooklyn had to manage. They did the best they could for 
a good many years before they had their bridge. There were many difficulties in the way 
of building a bridge. For one thing, the river is very broad. For another, there were always 
ships with tall masts sailing up and down the river. It would never be right to build anything 
that could obstruct their passage.

To overcome these difficulties would mean spending a vast sum of money. But the folks 
who earned their daily bread in New York and lived in Brooklyn grew thoroughly tired. 
They were tired of spending chilly hours in foggy weather on piers beside the river. It was 
on the piers that they waited for the ferry boat to come and take them across. These folks 
began a protest that resulted in the Brooklyn Bridge.

1. Using clues from this text and information you already know, you can figure out that

A. the bridge was built to help people from Brooklyn get to their jobs in New York.

B. the river between New York and Brooklyn was too wide to build a bridge.

C. people in Brooklyn did not want a bridge connecting their city to New York.

D. the bridge prevented people in New York from finding jobs in Brooklyn.

2. By examining the clues in this text, you can figure out that  

A. many ships sailed on the river.

B. most ships had engines.

C. all ships carried passengers.

D. few ships stopped in Brooklyn.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.
 

The 1939 World’s Fair in New York had many new products. One of these products was 
TV. People saw TV for the first time at the fair. In 1939, many people had a radio. It was 
common to have one. But no one had a TV. A company called RCA made the first TV. 

At first, people thought the TV was a radio with pictures. They did not believe TV was 
real. They thought RCA was playing a trick. Workers at RCA were smart. They showed 
everyone how the TV worked. They proved to people that TV was not a trick. How? RCA 
workers let people see themselves on TV! That way, people could tell the TV really worked. 
Millions of people at the fair saw TV. What happened? Everyone wanted one. 

 
3. Based on the clues in this text, you can figure out that 

A. the only new product at the 1939 World’s Fair was RCA’s TV.

B. RCA thought radios were better than TVs.

C. RCA was a company that did not like sharing information.

D. RCA wanted people to like TVs so they would want to buy them.

 
4. Based on clues in the text, which statement about these paragraphs is correct?

A. People could easily buy TVs in stores before 1939.

B. Workers at RCA had never seen radios before 1939.

C. People could easily buy radios in stores before 1939.

D. Before 1939, people could see pictures on their radios.

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 2

B A S I C
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Sometimes authors tell you everything you need to know clearly and directly. The information 

is right there in the text for you to see.  But other times authors are not so clear. Rather than tell 

you something directly, they provide hints, or clues. It’s your job as a reader to figure out what 

the author is trying to say. How can you do this? You need to combine the clues in the text with 

information you already know. 

What if you are reading about a topic, idea, or event that is new to you? What if the text 

describes something you have never seen or have never experienced? Don’t worry! The truth is, 

you already know a lot of information about many different things. Even if you are reading about 

something that seems new to you, it is likely you will know at least a little bit about the topic. You 

can combine that bit of information you already know with the clues in the text. That will help 

you figure out what the author is trying to say.

 ► Read these paragraphs.

The young singer walked onto the stage. She could see the faces of people in the 
audience. The people had just found out that the star of the show was sick. The star would 
not be performing. Instead, the young singer would need to perform.   

The young singer took a deep breath. She decided she would give a performance that 
the audience would never forget.

When the young singer finished her performance, there was a moment of stunned 
silence. Then the people in the audience began to clap wildly. Many stood up and cheered. 
People who were near the stage reached up to try to touch her. Some people called out 
her name. Other people took photos of the singer. 

What does the author of this text want you to figure out? The author has provided many clues. 

How can you connect these clues with information you already know?

HINT IN THE TEXT                                     YOU PROBABLY ALREADY KNOW THAT...

star of the show would not be performing
the star of a show is usually the person that an 

audience really wants to see

a performance that the audience would never 
forget

a performance has to be really amazing for people 
not to forget it

stunned silence
the word “stunned” means to be surprised by 

something

audience claps wildly, then stands and cheers, and 
tries to take photos

an audience that responds this way has really 
enjoyed a performance

The author does not come right out and tell you what the audience is thinking. But the clues in 

the text combined with things you already know would help you figure out that the people in this 

audience were disappointed at first when the show’s star did not perform, but then they were 

completely delighted after hearing the young singer’s performance.  As you read, be sure to 

connect clues in the text with things you already know to help you figure out what the author is 

trying to tell you.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow. 

King Alfred saw a small hut. It was the home of a wood cutter. The king was very tired. 
He was hungry. His clothes were torn. 

The wood cutter’s wife was baking some cakes in an oven. “Who is there?” she cried 
when she heard King Alfred knock on the door. She looked with pity upon the poor, 
ragged man. He seemed so hungry. She had no way to know that he was the king.

“Yes,” she said. “I will give you something to eat. But first, you must watch these cakes 
as they bake in the oven. I want to go outside and milk the cow. Make sure that the cakes 
do not burn while I am gone.”

King Alfred said he would watch the cakes. But he had many other things to worry 
about. How was he going to find his men? How was he going to get his army together 
again? How would he make sure that his army was prepared to win next time? King Alfred 
forgot about his hunger. He forgot about the cakes. He forgot that he was in the wood 
cutter’s hut. His mind was too busy making plans.

In a little while, the wood cutter’s wife came back with the milk. The cakes were smoking 
in the oven. They were burned to a crisp. Ah, how angry she was!

1. The author of this text provides clues that let the reader know

A. the wood cutter did not like his wife.

B. the wood cutter’s wife does not know how to bake.

C. King Alfred’s army had recently lost an important battle.

D. King Alfred wanted to move to the wood cutter’s hut.

2. Which two of the following sentences include the clues that helped you answer question 1?

A. The wood cutter’s wife was baking some cakes in the oven.

B. How would he make sure that his army was prepared to win next time?

C. “Who is there?” she cried when she heard King Alfred knock on the door.

D. Ah, how angry she was!

E. How was he going to find his men?
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

We are surrounded by paper. The pages in a book are made of paper. You may use a 
bag, a plate, or a cup that is made of paper. You may use a roll of paper towels or a tissue. 
There is a special paper to wrap a present, and another kind of paper to make a stamp or 
some money. Paper is a material that you see many times each day. 

The people in the United States use a lot of paper. People use paper at home, at work, 
or in school. A person in the United States can use more than 700 pounds of paper in a 
year. A person in another part of the world may use only about 110 pounds of paper a year, 
but that’s still quite a lot.

Paper is made from trees. Large trees are cut down to make all the different kinds of 
paper we use. Some of these trees have been around a very long time. It takes many years 
for another tree to replace the one that was cut down. Think about that the next time you 
toss a paper napkin and paper plate into a trash can. 

3. The author of this text provides clues that let the reader know

A. how to make paper from trees.

B. why some kinds of paper cost more than others.

C. why people in other countries use less paper than people in the United States.

D. how using paper products can harm the environment.

4. Which two of the following sentences include clues that helped you answer question 3?

A. There is a special paper to wrap a present, and another kind of paper to make a stamp or 

some money. 

B. The people in the United States use a lot of paper.

C. Large trees are cut down to make all the different kinds of paper we use.

D. You may use a roll of paper towels or a tissue.

E. It takes many years for another tree to replace the one that was cut down.

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 3
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 1: Close Reading  
1B Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences 

 
Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic What lesson (or lessons) did you learn from the selection? 

Basic Describe the clues in a selection that helped you determine the selection's 
main idea. 

Basic What is the most likely reason for your teacher assigning this selection to you? 

Basic What clues in the selection let you know that a character was good or evil? 

Basic Did the title of this selection provide you with clues about the selection's main 
idea? Why or why not? 

Basic Give three or more examples of why the selection you read was believable or 
not believable. 

Basic Describe two details in the selection that helped you understand what was 
happening in the selection. 

Basic Describe a time when an author's clues led you to draw the wrong conclusion 
about a selection. Why might an author include clues like these? 

Intermediate Give an example of something you learned about a situation or event in the 
selection by reading between the lines. 

Intermediate Explain how prior knowledge helped you infer information from a selection. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate What text clues in a selection led you to conclude that a character was good or 
evil? 

Intermediate Describe how you arrived at conclusions about a selection's main idea and 
characters if information about these text elements was not directly stated. 

Intermediate Write a blog post that describes a character from a well-known selection. Do 
not disclose the name of the character or selection, but include enough 
information so a reader can infer correctly. 

Intermediate Describe ambiguities in a selection that make it difficult to draw conclusions 
about the author's intent or main idea. 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Explain how information you already knew about a topic helped you to understand 
new information presented in a selection. 

Intermediate Write a question about one additional fact you would have liked to learn from a 
selection you read. Answer the question by using the Internet or other research tools 
to find the necessary information. 

Intermediate Create a diagram that shows what you already know about a topic, what you want to 
learn about the topic, and sources where you will find that information. 
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Use clues from the text and what you already know in order to make an inference.
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