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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Close Reading – Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences    

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Drawing 
Conclusions and Making Inferences. Sometimes an author put 
hints and clues in a text to teach a lesson or send a message. 
Readers must use the hints and clues within a text to reach a 
conclusion or understand the author’s message. 

 ►Table of Contents

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 1) ......................................................... 2

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 2) ........................................................ 9

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 3) ....................................................... 12

Skill-Based Writing Prompts ......................................................................15

Graphic Organizer ........................................................................................... 17

BOOK-OPEN

1B
INTERMEDIATE 



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 7

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Authors imply things in a text. This means authors suggest, or hint 

about, things. It’s your job as a reader to infer what those things 

are. This means you use these suggestions and hints to deduce or 

conclude ideas from a text. And, even more importantly, it’s your 

job as a reader to be prepared to adjust your inferences when 
new evidence or clues are presented to you.

You make inferences when you combine details that are stated 

clearly and directly in the text with information you already know, which is called your 

background knowledge. 

In other words, you use background knowledge and the text details to interpret what the text 

implies. You are figuring out information that is not stated in the text by using the clues that are 

stated in the text. You can make inferences about the characters, setting, and plot of a story.

 ►  For example, read this excerpt from a work of fiction:

“And how is the chef today?” asked the restaurant manager as she removed her coat.

“He is as usual,” sighed the headwaiter.

Suddenly from the kitchen came a bellowing as if an angry bull had been turned loose. 
Pots and pans banged furiously. An oven door was slammed shut. Line cooks and waiters 
scurried from the kitchen, desperately looking for a place to hide.

WHAT INFERENCE CAN YOU MAKE?                                         
WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO  

MAKE THIS INFERENCE?

The head chef of this restaurant is  
a bad-tempered, grumpy guy.

The headwaiter’s statement, “He is as usual,” tells you 
that the head chef is behaving in his typical way.

The chef is angry about something, and the 
restaurant’s staff members are trying to hide from him.

Inferences are based 

on evidence in the text 

and your background 

knowledge.
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 ►  Read what happens next in the story:

The chef walked slowly from the kitchen into the dining room, tears streaming down his 
face. He had endured more than a year of teasing and practical jokes from the restaurant 
staff. At first, the chef had chuckled with good humor at his co-workers’ pranks. But as 
the months dragged on, the chef let his displeasure be known through pots and pans, 
oven doors, and his loud, angry shouts. Today was the last straw. One of the waiters had 
dropped a fistful of hot peppers into the chef’s pea soup, ruining it.

The chef walked toward the restaurant manager and head waiter. He carefully removed 
his crisp white apron and chef’s hat. As he handed them to the manager, he said, “I quit.”

Now that you have additional details about what has happened in this restaurant, do you need to 

change your thinking? An adjusted inference seems appropriate.

WHAT INFERENCE CAN YOU MAKE?                                         
WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO  

MAKE THIS INFERENCE?

After enduring months of cruelty  
from his co-workers, the chef has 

decided he will not put up with  
their pranks any more.

The chef is crying.

The chef has been the victim of  
practical jokes for more than a year.

The chef quits his job.

Sometimes you need to adjust your inference when new clues become available. The first part 

of the excerpt suggests that the chef is grumpy. The second part of the excerpt shows that he is 

really the victim of cruel pranks.

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read The Ninny, a short story by Anton Chekhov, a Russian author who lived during the latter 
half of the 19th century.

This short story reflects the time period when it was written, and deals with issues of inequality, 

class structure, and gender roles. The story has a twist at the end that may make you adjust your 

initial inferences about the characters. When prompted, answer the questions. 

Just a few days ago I invited Yulia Vasilyevna, the governess of my children, to come to 
my study. I wanted to settle my account with her.

“Sit down, Yulia Vasilyevna,” I said to her. “Let’s get our accounts settled. I’m sure you 
need some money, but you keep standing on ceremony and never ask for it. Let me see. 
We agreed to give you thirty rubles a month, didn’t we?”

1.
WHAT INFERENCE CAN YOU MAKE 

ABOUT THE NARRATOR?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

MAKE THIS INFERENCE?

2.
WHAT INFERENCE CAN YOU MAKE 

ABOUT THE GOVERNESS?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

MAKE THIS INFERENCE?
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Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Continue reading The Ninny.

“Forty.” 

“No, thirty. I made a note of it. I always pay the governess thirty. Now, let me see. You 
have been with us for two months?”

“Two months and five days.”

“Two months exactly. I made a note of it. So you have sixty rubles coming to you. 
Subtract nine Sundays. You know you don’t tutor Kolya on Sundays, you just go out for a 
walk. And then the three holidays…”

Yulia Vasilyevna blushed and picked at the trimmings of her dress, but said not a word.

“Three holidays. So we take off twelve rubles. Kolya was sick for four days – those days 
you didn’t look after him. You looked after Vanya, only Vanya. Then there were the three 
days you had toothache, when my wife gave you permission to stay away from the children 
after dinner. Twelve and seven makes nineteen. Subtract... That leaves... hm... forty-one 
rubles. Correct?”

3.
WHAT ADJUSTMENTS DO YOU NEED 

TO MAKE TO YOUR INFERENCE 

ABOUT THE NARRATOR?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

ADJUST YOUR INFERENCE?
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Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Continue reading The Ninny.

Yulia Vasilyevna’s left eye reddened and filled with tears. Her chin trembled. She began 
to cough nervously, blew her nose, and said nothing.

“Then around New Year’s Day, you broke a cup and a saucer. Subtract two rubles. The 
cup cost more than that – it was an heirloom, but we won’t bother about that. We’re the 
ones who pay. Another matter. Due to your carelessness, Kolya climbed a tree and tore his 
coat. Subtract ten. Also, due to your carelessness, the chambermaid ran off with Vanya’s 
boots. You ought to have kept your eyes open. You get a good salary. So we dock off five 
more... On the tenth of January, you took ten rubles from me.”

“I didn’t,” Yulia Vasilyevna whispered.

“But I made a note of it.”

“Well, yes – perhaps...”

“From forty-one we take twenty-seven. That leaves fourteen.”

4.
WHAT ADJUSTMENTS DO YOU NEED 

TO MAKE TO YOUR INFERENCE 

ABOUT THE GOVERNESS?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

ADJUST YOUR INFERENCE?
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Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Continue reading The Ninny.

Her eyes filled with tears, and her thin, pretty little nose was shining with perspiration. 
Poor little child!

“I only took money once,” she said in a trembling voice. “I took three rubles from your 
wife... never anything more.”

“Did you now? You see, I never made a note of it. Take three from fourteen. That leaves 
eleven. Here’s your money, my dear. Three, three, three... one and one. Take it, my dear.”

I gave her the eleven rubles. With trembling fingers, she took them and slipped them 
into her pocket.

“Merci,” she whispered.

I jumped up, and began pacing up and down the room. I was in a furious temper.

5.
WHAT ADJUSTMENTS DO YOU NEED 

TO MAKE TO YOUR INFERENCE 

ABOUT THE NARRATOR?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

ADJUST YOUR INFERENCE?
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Continue reading The Ninny.

“Why did you say ‘merci’?” I asked.

“For the money.”

“Don’t you realize I’ve been cheating you? I steal your money, and all you can say is 
‘merci’?”

“In my other places, they gave me nothing.”

“They gave you nothing! Well, no wonder! I was playing a trick on you – a dirty trick... I’ll 
give you your eighty rubles, they are all here in an envelope made out for you. Is it possible 
for anyone to be such a nitwit? Why didn’t you protest? Why did you keep your mouth 
shut? It is possible that there is anyone in this world who is so spineless? Why are you such 
a ninny?”

She gave me a bitter little smile. On her face I read the words: “Yes, it is possible.”

I apologized for having played this cruel trick on her, and to her great surprise gave her 
the eighty rubles. And then she said “merci” again several times, always timidly, and went 
out. I gazed after her, thinking how very easy it is in this world to be strong.

6.
WHAT ADJUSTMENTS DO YOU NEED 

TO MAKE TO YOUR INFERENCE 

ABOUT THE GOVERNESS?

WHAT DETAILS FROM THE TEXT LED YOU TO 

ADJUST YOUR INFERENCE?

1B
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Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

As you read, you are learning information. You need to think 

carefully and deeply about this information, noting the details, 

descriptions, explanations, and comments provided by the  

text’s author. 

By thinking about the details in the text, you can make inferences. 

Making an inference means you combine clues in the text with 

information you already know (your background knowledge) to 

come up with assumptions.

 ► Read this text:

Sue woke up later today than she does when she has to go to work. She put on her new 
swimsuit, shorts and t-shirt, and a pair of sandals. She packed a towel , sunscreen, and a 
book into her bag. She put on a hat and sunglasses, filled her water bottle, and left the 
house. She had a big smile on her face.

What can you infer from this text? 

CLUES IN THE TEXT                                         
YOUR BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE  

(THINGS YOU ALREADY KNOW)

Sue slept later than usual.
Someone who sleeps late probably is not in rush to 

get somewhere.

Sue is wearing a bathing suit and packed a towel.
Someone who is wearing a bathing suit and 

carrying a towel probably plans to swim.

Sue has sunscreen, a hat, and sunglasses with her.
Someone who carries these things is probably going 

to be outside in the sun.

Sue has a book with her.
Someone who has a book probably plans to find 

some relaxing time to read it.

What inferences can be made from this text?

1. Sue does not have to go to work to day. 

2. Sue is going to the beach.

Like an inference, a conclusion requires you to “fill in the blanks” that the author has left out. 

But when you are drawing conclusions, you are making a decision about what will mostly likely 

happen, or what the next logical step is. What conclusion can be drawn from the text about Sue? 

 

What conclusion can be drawn from this text?

On her day off from work, Sue decided to spend time at the beach. 

Note that the text does not tell you that Sue took time off from work, nor does it say where she 

is going or why she is going there. You had to infer and conclude that information. And, keep in 

mind that your inferences and conclusions may not be correct.

When you draw a 

conclusion, you are 

making a decision (or 

a judgment) based on 

what you learned from 

the text.  
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the passages below and the conclusions that follow. Decide if the conclusion can be 
drawn from the information provided. Circle “Yes” or “No,”  then explain why you answered 
that way.

The first food producers were probably women. In the centuries just before 6500 B.C.E., 
women learned to cut wheat and barley grasses. These grains grew wild along the hillsides. 
Next, the women made an important discovery. They learned to let some of the ripe grain 
seeds drop to the ground and stay there. If they did, then even more grasses would grow 
in that place the next year. Finally, the women learned that they could make grasses grow 
in fields where such grasses did not usually grow. 

Conclusion:  In ancient times, women did more work than men.

1. Can you draw this conclusion from the text?     Yes  or   No 

Why?

Only a fraction of the millions of people who visit the Statue of Liberty each year know 
that the gigantic sculpture’s official name is “Statue of Liberty Enlightening the World.” 
How many recall the name of Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi, the freedom-loving Alsatian 
sculptor, who conceived, created, and constructed the colossal lady? Or the fact that the 
steel skeleton so necessary to hold the massive figure together was designed by Gustave 
Eiffel, the builder of the Eiffel Tower in Paris? Did you know that the sculptor Gutzon 
Borglum, famous for his giant presidential heads carved on Mount Rushmore, supervised 
the remodeling of the torch years after the original was completed to make electric 
floodlighting possible? 

Conclusion: The Statue of Liberty is generally regarded more as a tourist attraction 
than a monument with an illustrious history. 

2. Can you draw this conclusion from the text?  Yes or No 

Why?
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Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Charles Darwin was born in England in 1809. Even as a young man he was extremely 
interested in plants and animals. At age 27, Darwin sailed to South America with a British 
expedition aboard the ship Beagle to study the species of certain regions, such as the 
Galapagos Islands. Darwin used many of the findings from that voyage in formulating his 
theories on evolution. 

Conclusion: Darwin’s innate sense of curiosity led to his scientific discoveries.

3. Can you draw this conclusion from the text?     Yes  or   No 

Why?

 ► Read the following passages. Determine what conclusion can be drawn from the 
information provided, and write your answer on the line provided. 

Brooklyn was home to Shirley Chisholm for most of her life. As she grew up, she 
watched her largely African American neighborhood change. She saw the streets and 
apartments grow old, rundown, and overcrowded. She saw her neighborhood schools 
become the poorest in the city, with the oldest textbooks, least-experienced teachers, 
and fewest classroom materials. Her friends and neighbors were unable to find good jobs. 
In 1969, Shirley Chisholm became the first African American woman elected to the U.S. 
Congress, representing her Brooklyn community. 

4. Conclusion:

In 1865, the United States had about 40,000 miles of railroad track. By 1900, however, 
the railroads had laid almost 250,000 miles of track, more than that of all the European 
countries put together. The new settlers of the Great Plains states depended on the 
railroad for shipping their crops and cattle and for bringing them necessary manufactured 
goods. Factories no longer had to be located very near the natural resources that they 
used. Railroads made it possible to ship large quantities of materials and manufactured 
goods great distances. The country became less regional in nature and more truly national 
in scope.

5. Conclusion:
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Making inferences is a skill we all use every day. For example, if your friend shows up to school 

with a cast on his arm, you’re likely to infer that he was involved in some kind of accident. You 

inferred this by connecting the evidence, or clue, you observed (cast on his arm) with your 

background knowledge (people wear casts if they have been injured; people can get injured if 

they are in some kind of accident). The clue plus the background knowledge leads to  

the inference. 

You make inferences as you read, too, by finding clues in the text and combining them with the 

things you already know.

KIND OF 

CLUE                                         
WHAT IS THIS? TEXT EXAMPLE

WHAT MIGHT  

YOU INFER?

Explicit details 
in fiction

Details about 
characters, 

settings, or plots 
in a story that are 
stated clearly and 

directly.

The farmer looked up at the dark rain 
clouds. He smiled as large drops began 
to fall, first a few, and then more. Within 

minutes, sheets of rain were tumbling 
toward the ground. At last, the drought 

was over!

The farmer had been  
worried that this 

year’s  
crops would fail.

Explicit details 
in informational 

text

Information and 
facts that are 

stated clearly and 
directly.

In recognition of their great courage and 
skill, the Tuskegee Airmen were honored 

with many medals and awards. Their 
ground-breaking feats paved the way 
for desegregation of the U.S. military. 
Moreover, they helped remove racial 

barriers for all African Americans. 

The Tuskegee Airmen 
fought valiantly 
despite facing 

systemic racism in 
the military.

In addition to looking for explicit clues in the text, you can also look for associations or 

connections between words in the text. For example:

I recently got a new kitten. This is the first time I’ve owned a cat. She’s a furry ball  
of energy!

In this example, the words “ball of energy” are associated with the kitten. These words imply that 

this kitten is very active and lively. From these words, you might infer that this person is feeling 

a bit overwhelmed by his new pet. Sometimes you have to dig even deeper into text clues to be 

able to make an inference. For example:

 Person A and Person B attend the same college. They are in a few classes together. One 
day, Person A starts a conversation with Person B, and after a few minutes, asks, “Do you 
have any plans this weekend?”

What’s going on in this example? Person A does not directly ask, “Do you want to go out on a 

date with me?”  But it can be inferred from this text that Person A is interested in spending time 

with Person B, and asking a question about weekend plans is a way of making that interest known.

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 3

I N T E R M E D I AT E

1B



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 2 of 3

Close Reading
Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences

Lesson 3

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the excerpts. Then indicate what can be inferred from the text. 

Read this excerpt from “The Wizard of Oz.”

When Aunt Em came there to live she was a young, pretty wife. The sun and wind had 
changed her, too. They had taken the sparkle from her eyes and left them a sober gray; 
they had taken the red from her cheeks and lips, and they were gray also. She was thin and 
gaunt and never smiled now. When Dorothy, who was an orphan, first came to her, Aunt 
Em had been so startled by the child’s laughter that she would scream and press her hand 
upon her heart whenever Dorothy’s merry voice reached her ears; and she still looked at 
the little girl with wonder that she could find anything to laugh at.

1. What can be inferred? 

Read this excerpt about Galileo.

The Italian scientist Galileo made one of the first working telescopes, a small instrument 
that used glass lenses and mirrors to magnify objects, or make them appear larger. After 
he tried out many different lenses and mirrors, Galileo created a telescope that made 
objects in the sky look ten times bigger than they appear to the human eye. Suddenly, 
space was no longer quite so mysterious.

2. What can be inferred? 
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

Read this excerpt about eclipses.

An eclipse is a rare but fascinating event. The word “eclipse” comes from an ancient 
word that means “to leave” or “to fail to appear.” An eclipse occurs when an object in 
space, such as the sun, is covered briefly by another object in space, such as the moon. 

3. What can be inferred? 

Read this excerpt about art forgeries.

During the 1960s, a Texas oil millionaire, A.H. Meadows, acquired a sizable collection of 
paintings by well-known 20th-century artists. His more than 40 works of art bore such 
signatures as Matisse, Chagall, and Picasso. It was an impressive collection. But most 
impressive of all was the fact that every single painting turned out to be the work of a 
master art forger.

4. What can be inferred? 
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 1: Close Reading  
1B Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences 

 
Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic What lesson (or lessons) did you learn from the selection? 

Basic Describe the clues in a selection that helped you determine the selection's 
main idea. 

Basic What is the most likely reason for your teacher assigning this selection to you? 

Basic What clues in the selection let you know that a character was good or evil? 

Basic Did the title of this selection provide you with clues about the selection's main 
idea? Why or why not? 

Basic Give three or more examples of why the selection you read was believable or 
not believable. 

Basic Describe two details in the selection that helped you understand what was 
happening in the selection. 

Basic Describe a time when an author's clues led you to draw the wrong conclusion 
about a selection. Why might an author include clues like these? 

Intermediate Give an example of something you learned about a situation or event in the 
selection by reading between the lines. 

Intermediate Explain how prior knowledge helped you infer information from a selection. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate What text clues in a selection led you to conclude that a character was good or 
evil? 

Intermediate Describe how you arrived at conclusions about a selection's main idea and 
characters if information about these text elements was not directly stated. 

Intermediate Write a blog post that describes a character from a well-known selection. Do 
not disclose the name of the character or selection, but include enough 
information so a reader can infer correctly. 

Intermediate Describe ambiguities in a selection that make it difficult to draw conclusions 
about the author's intent or main idea. 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Explain how information you already knew about a topic helped you to understand 
new information presented in a selection. 

Intermediate Write a question about one additional fact you would have liked to learn from a 
selection you read. Answer the question by using the Internet or other research tools 
to find the necessary information. 

Intermediate Create a diagram that shows what you already know about a topic, what you want to 
learn about the topic, and sources where you will find that information. 
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