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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Interaction of Ideas – Predicting Outcomes

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Predicting 
Outcome. A prediction is a guess about what may happen in 
the future. When readers predict an outcome, they use the 
information they know to make a guess about what may  
happen next.

 ►Table of Contents

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 1) ......................................................... 2

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 2) ........................................................ 5

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 3) ........................................................ 8

Skill-Based Writing Prompts ..................................................................... 10

Graphic Organizer ............................................................................................ 11

BOOK-OPEN

3A
B A S I C



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 3

Interaction of Ideas
Predicting Outcomes

Lesson 1

B A S I C

When you read a text, the author gives you information. It is 

important to use this information to “think ahead.” This means you 

think about what might happen next. When you use information to 

think ahead, you predict something.

What does it mean to predict? It means that you think something 

might happen based on information that you know. For example, 

suppose it is a bright and sunny morning. You plan to meet your 

friends at the park that afternoon. But then the sky starts to fill with dark, gray clouds. You can 

predict that meeting your friends at the park might not happen. Why? You know that dark, gray 

clouds bring rain. You know that you planned to meet your friends at the park, which is outside. 

That makes you think that the rain will probably ruin your plans.

To predict the outcome of a text, it is important to look for clues. Many times, the clues will give 

you an idea of what is going to happen next.

 ► Read this paragraph.

The students wanted more vegetables in their school lunches. They decided to plant a 
garden behind the school. They asked their teachers to help them dig up the ground. Many 
students brought seeds and planted them. Everyone helped give the seeds water and pull 
weeds. It was like a garden club. Soon, small green plants began to grow.  

What do you think might happen next? Look at the clues the author put in the text. You know 

the students wanted more vegetables in their school lunches. You know they planted a garden. 

You know that everyone helped, and small plants began to grow. You can then think ahead and 

predict that the students grew fresh vegetables in the garden. Then they used the vegetables to 

make school lunches.

 ► Read this paragraph.

Ethan sat down at the kitchen table.  He saw that there was a new, white rug on the 
floor under the table. He poured a glass of juice for himself. It was purple grape juice, his 
favorite. As he reached across the table to take a piece of bread, his arm knocked over the 
glass.

As you read, think about what might happen next. Use the clues the author put in the text. You 

know Ethan sat at the table. You know there was a new, white rug under the table. You know 

Ethan knocked over his glass, which had purple grape juice in it. When liquid is spilled, you know 

it drips down, not up. You can then think ahead and predict that the grape juice will drip onto the 

rug. So, the new, white rug will most likely have a purple stain on it.

Thinking ahead to predict what will happen makes reading more interesting. Thinking ahead also 

helps you remember important parts of the text. 

When you read a text, 

look for clues about 

what might happen 

next.
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

Ben loved looking at drawings. He wanted to try drawing something. But he was not 
sure what. One day, his baby sister was taking a nap. He looked at her round face and small 
hands. He had an idea. He knew where he could find some paper. He also knew there were 
pencils in a drawer in the kitchen. 

 
1. What most likely happened next?

A. Ben woke up his baby sister.

B. Ben took a nap next to his baby sister.

C. Ben drew a picture of his baby sister.

D. Ben became bored watching his baby sister. 

Peter ran down the steps. It was his birthday. His mother and father were having 
breakfast. “Happy Birthday, Peter!” they called. Then his dad said, “Your birthday surprise is 
out in the yard. You can take it for a walk!”

2.  What was Peter’s surprise?

A. a bicycle

B. a puppy

C. a baseball

D. a snake

The gray wolf stopped running at the top of the tall hill. He had come a long way from 
his home deep in the woods. The sun above him was hot. It was hot enough to bake the 
ground as hard as stone. The wolf was very thirsty. Off in the distance, he could see a 
rushing river.

3. What most likely happened next?

A. The wolf rested in the sun.

B. The wolf cooled off in the woods.

C. The wolf ran back to his home.

D. The wolf drank water from the river. 
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows.

Kelvin Doe started a DJ business. He played music at parties in his community. But every 
time he earned some money, he had to use it to buy batteries. He was not able to give the 
money to his family. Then, Kelvin had an idea. He would build his own batteries. Then he 
would not have to use his money to buy them.

4. What most likely happened next?

A. Kelvin gave the money he made to his family. 

B. Kelvin stopped playing music at parties.

C. Kelvin had to look for a new job.

D. Kelvin bought CDs for his business.
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The texts you read have ideas and facts. If you are reading a 

story, it probably has characters, events, and settings in it. As a 

reader, it is your job to figure out how these things work together. 

Sometimes they work together to help you understand what is 

happening as you read. But sometimes they work together to help 

you figure out what is going to happen next in the text. How? You 

use the facts and information in the text as clues. The clues can 

help you predict, or guess, how an idea in a text might change, or how a story might end. 

 ► Read this paragraph. Look for clues that will help you predict what will happen next.

A group of boys dreamed of being soccer stars. They wanted to form a team. But how 
could they? They lived in a small village that floated on the water. Their little village was 
known for fishing, not soccer. There was no grass and no fields. They had no place to play. 
One day, the boys had an idea. They found old pieces of wood. They found nails. They 
found old fishing rafts. They got together after school to work on their idea.

What idea did the boys have? Take a look at the clues in this paragraph. You know the boys 

wanted to play soccer.  You also know they lived in a village on the water and had no place to 

play. You know that the boys started to collect things such as old pieces of wood, nails, and old 

fishing rafts. Wood and nails are used to build things, and rafts can float. You could predict that 

the boys’ idea was to build their own place to play that could float on the water.

 ► Read this paragraph from a story. Look for clues that will help you predict how this story 
ended.

The king was worried. His daughter, the princess, never laughed. The king said any man 
who could make the princess laugh could marry her.  Many men in the kingdom tried to 
make the princess laugh. They all failed. One day, a man named Hans went to the king’s 
home. Hans had a magic goose. The magic goose stuck to anything it touched. Hans was 
stuck to the goose. A shouting old woman was stuck to the goose. A barking dog was 
stuck to the goose too. The princess heard the noise this group was making. She came to 
see what was the matter. When she saw Hans, the shouting old woman, and the barking 
dog all stuck to the goose, she started to laugh!

Take a look at the clues in this paragraph. What information did the author give? You know the 

king wanted someone who could make his daughter laugh. You know many people tried, but 

could not do it. You know Hans had a magic goose that stuck to people and things. You also 

know that when the princess saw Hans and the people stuck to the goose, she laughed. Based 

on these clues, you can predict that the king probably allowed Hans to marry the princess. 

An author gives a lot of information in a text. Read carefully and pay attention to the clues. They 

can help you predict what will happen next, and can even help you figure out how a story ends.

When you read, ask 

yourself, “What might 

happen next?”
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Simon the cat was hungry. He was quietly sitting on the floor in the kitchen. He watched 
Julia make herself a tuna sandwich for lunch. Suddenly the phone rang. Julia left an open 
can of tuna on the table and ran to answer the telephone.

1. What probably happened when Julia came back into the kitchen?

A. Julia wrote a message about the phone call.

B. Julia sat down and ate her lunch.

C. Julia gave the cat a bowl of water. 

D. Julia saw that the cat had eaten the tuna in the can.

Ned thought that he might like to paint portraits. A portrait is a picture of a person. But 
Ned lived in a small town that didn’t need a portrait painter. One day, he talked to a farmer 
who was visiting from out west. The farmer said that he wished he could have a portrait of 
his wife, but there were no painters where he lived. “What we need,” the farmer said, “is a 
good portrait painter.”

2. What did Ned most likely do after talking to the farmer from out west?

A. Ned found another job in his small town. 

B. Ned painted the portrait of the farmer.

C. Ned moved out west to paint portraits.

D. Ned became a farmer out west.

The newest animal at the zoo was a dolphin named Whittles. He wasn’t eating and was 
getting very weak. One of the scientists suggested Whittles might be lonely. They thought 
Whittles might be calling for other dolphins. The scientists brought another dolphin from 
the ocean to join Whittles.

3. What probably happened after Whittles was joined by the other dolphin?

A. Whittles escaped from the aquarium.

B. Whittles ate food and became stronger.

C. Whittles ignored the other dolphin.

D. Whittles acted sad and upset.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows.

My sister and I spent the day cleaning the house. Everything was put away. “The next 
thing we need to do is cook dinner and bake a special cake for Mom,” I said. My sister and I 
went to work in the kitchen. As we finished, I heard Mom come into the house.

4. What probably happened when Mom came into the house? 

A. Mom was surprised by a birthday celebration.

B. Mom set the table and served dinner.

C. Mom was annoyed that the stove was on.

D. Mom asked the children what they had done all day.
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When you read, sometimes authors give you clues. Clues can offer hints about something that 
might happen later in a story or a text. Clues can help you make a guess about what might 
happen next. When you make a guess about what might happen next, you predict an outcome. 
Clues in a text or story can be interesting. They make us want to keep reading to see if our own 
ideas about what might happen match what the author has written. 

 ► Read this paragraph. 

Proserpina was the sunniest, happiest young woman you could imagine. There 
was something so fair and tender about the young woman that she reminded you of 
springtime. Way down under the earth lived the fierce Pluto. The days were very lonely for 
him with only the shadows for conversation and companionship. He wanted a queen to 
make his dark home under the earth seem light and beautiful. One day Pluto came up to 
earth. He saw Proserpina standing in the center of a ring of laughing young girls.

What do you think will happen next? Look for the clues the author gives in the story. What are 
some things we know?

1. Proserpina was a sunny and happy young woman.

2. Pluto lived under the earth and was lonely.

3. Pluto wanted a queen to make his dark home light.

4. Pluto saw Proserpina among a laughing group of girls.

Did you predict that Proserpina would become Pluto’s wife, and that her laughter would make 
their home happy and bright? Then you were right. These are the clues you can use to help you 
to predict the outcome.

 ► Read these paragraphs. As you read, think of the clues and try to predict the outcome.

John Rudolph was a very rude man. He was a businessman. He lived by himself. He had 
no known friends. He did not say please or thank you. If someone wished John a good day, 
he said nothing. He was disliked by almost everyone who met him. 

One day, John was on a business trip far from home. He stopped at a hotel for the night. 
The owner of the hotel gave John a warm welcome. He gave John a fine dinner. He gave 
John the best room. He brought John a cup of tea and wished him a good night. John 
never said a word. 

What are some clues that can help you predict what might happen the next morning?

1. John was a very rude man.

2. John was disliked by almost all who met him.

3. John was treated very well when he stayed at an inn.

4. John was rude to the owner the whole night.

These clues give ideas about a few things. First, you know John was a very rude man to everyone 
he met. Even when people were kind to him, he was mean to them. You can predict that John 
will most likely continue to be rude to the owner the next morning. And you would be right! In 
the rest of this story, John was rude to the owner of the inn, even after the owner worked hard to 

give John a pleasant stay.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow. 

One day, Ben was working in the yard. Jack rode up on his bicycle. “I’ve got a job taking 
care of the Millers’ yard,” he called out to Ben. “I told them I would do a good job or they 
would not have to pay me. They will be back in six weeks.”

“Gee, Jack, I’m glad,” Ben said. “Well, I have to get back to work now.”

“I’m going swimming. It’s much too hot to work today,” said Jack. Then, he was gone.

Weeks went by. One day, Ben passed the Millers’ house. The grass was long and the 
garden was filled with weeds.

1. Based on what you read, what will most likely happen?

A. Jack will help take care of Ben’s yard.

B. Jack will not get paid by the Millers.

C. Jack will take a vacation for six weeks.

D. Jack will buy a new bicycle with the money he earned.

2. Choose the clues in the text that helped you predict the outcome you chose in question 1.

The poor shoemaker had enough leather left to make only one pair of shoes. In the 
evening, he cut out the leather for the shoes. Then he went to bed. In the morning he sat 
down to work, but he found the pair of shoes on his table. They were already done! The 
shoes were so well-made that the shoemaker sold them for twice the usual price. 

He was able to buy more leather. As before, he cut out the leather in the evening. Then 
he went to bed. The next morning he sat down to work. But again the shoes were done! 
And more buyers bought the fine shoes. This gave him enough money to buy leather for 
four more pairs. That evening, he cut the leather for four more pairs. Then he went to bed.

3. Based on what you read, what will most likely happen?

A. The shoemaker will stop selling shoes.

B. The shoemaker will cut the leather for shoes in the morning instead of at night.

C. The shoes will already be made when the shoemaker wakes up the next morning.

D. The shoes will be poorly made.

4. Choose the clues in the text that helped you predict the outcome you chose in question 3.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 3: Interaction of Ideas  

3A Predicting Outcomes 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Write an email to a friend who has not read the selection. Provide enough 
information about the selection's characters, settings, and events so your 
friend is able to predict what happened in the selection. 

Basic Use a selection you have read to finish this statement: "If only (a character) had 
done (this action) instead of (this action), then (make a prediction about what 
might have happened)." Use details from the selection to explain and support 
your prediction. 

Intermediate Describe three things that happened in a selection and how they 
foreshadowed subsequent events. 

Intermediate Use a selection you have read to finish this statement: "If only (a character) had 
done (this action) instead of (this action), then (make a prediction about what 
might have happened)." Use details from the selection to illustrate and support 
your prediction. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Basic Write a new, different ending for a selection that changes the lesson (or theme) 
of the selection. 

Basic Tell about two clues in the selection that helped you figure out the ending. 

Basic Described what might happen next to all the characters in a selection if the 
author decided to continue the selection. 

Intermediate Propose an alternative ending or conclusion to a selection and provide an 
argument why your new text is an improvement. 

Intermediate Describe a selection that had a cliffhanger ending and explain why you were 
unable to predict the ending from context clues. 

Intermediate Based on the selection's conclusion, what other sequence of events could have 
generated the same outcome? Demonstrate how these interactions, while 
different from the author's original plan, make the same conclusion feasible. 
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Interaction of Ideas
Predicting Outcomes
Predict what you think will happen in the story. 
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