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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Interaction of Ideas – Predicting Outcomes

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Predicting 
Outcome. A prediction is a guess about what may happen in 
the future. When readers predict an outcome, they use the 
information they know to make a guess about what may  
happen next.
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Effective critical reading requires skill and strategy. To retain the information you read, you need 

to engage actively with the text. If you read passively, you will quickly forget a text’s critical ideas 

and details. One of the best ways to engage with texts is by predicting outcomes.  

When you make predictions, you’re using clues from a text to forecast what will happen. 

Predictions help you anticipate twists and turns in a plot, or guess how a character in a story 

will behave or react. Predictions allow you to forecast possible conclusions from the events or 

actions described in a text. All of these predictions help connect you to the text.

Predicting outcomes can begin before you actually start to read the text. You’ll combine visual 

clues with information you already know to form informed predictions. For example, visual clues 

can trigger important predictions. Images associated with a text, whether they appear on the 

cover of a book or accompany an online article, can offer substantial clues about a text’s content, 

tone, and even the main idea. The title of a book or article offers a clue about what you’re about 

to read.

Interaction of Ideas
Predicting Outcomes

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Image by 12019 and shared via Pixabay/Creative Commons.

Image by tiagocipriano and shared via Pixabay/Creative Commons.

MY VACATION  
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Look at the two images on page 1. Imagine that you are about to start reading two books. The 

image on the left appears on the cover of the first book while the image on the right appears on 

the cover of the second book. Both books have the same title: “My Vacation in Paradise.”

Can you predict what these books might include? The image on the left conveys that the author 

probably had a very pleasant, peaceful, and relaxing vacation. The image on the right suggests 

the author might have been better off staying home than going on vacation. In fact, the title “My 

Vacation in Paradise” coupled with this stormy image suggests the author’s tone in the book 

might be ironic or sarcastic.

When you begin to read a text, pay close attention to the author’s words, as well as to the details 

he or she chooses to describe, emphasize, and leave out. These clues will help you predict how a 

story or informational text will unfold.

 ► In the classic historical novel A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens begins the book: 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the 
season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter 
of despair.

What prediction can be made about the text in this opening paragraph? The words here suggest 

a tension between good and evil, or oppression and freedom. An engaged reader would likely 

predict that the tale will be full of contradictions -- characters who may be foolhardy in some 

aspects and wise in others, events that bring sorrow to some and joy to others, and some 

occasions where justice prevails but is noticeably absent in others. Those predictions would be 

correct. Dickens’ book serves as a revered political commentary on the French Revolution.

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Interaction of Ideas
Predicting Outcomes

3A



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 5

 ► Read the excerpts below and answer the questions that follow. 

An old monarch reigned in a small kingdom. The ruler had three adult sons. Because he 
loved his three sons equally, the monarch could not decide which one would take his place 
on the throne. His kingdom and wealth were too small to divide among the princes. Only 
one son would be able to reign.

The monarch thought about how he would select one son to lead the kingdom. He 
decided he would assign each of them a task to perform, and whichever prince was the 
most successful would get the kingdom as his reward.

1. From the excerpt, it can be predicted that this story is going to be about

A. brothers competing for their father’s job.

B. a king who gets a reward.

C. a kingdom that has no ruler.

D. three princes who all get to be kings. 

 ► Read this excerpt from a text describing the experiences of an immigrant. 

My mother was a tall, beautiful woman who was well educated and could speak four 
languages. She and my father had a little grocer’s shop in the village where we lived in 
Poland. Behind the shop was a two-room apartment where we lived. My mother had a 
wagon in which she used to drive about the village, selling her groceries, and sometimes 
she worked in the fields with my father. We were happy while my father was alive, although 
we had to work very hard. By the time I was six years of age, I was able to wash dishes and 
scrub floors, and by the time I was eight, I worked in the shop while my mother was away 
driving her wagon or working in the fields with my father. She was strong and could work 
like a man.

When I was ten years of age, my father died. He was a good man and a steady worker, 
and we never knew what it was to be hungry while he lived, but his death was the basis of 
all our troubles.

Mother and I struggled until I was nearly 13 years of age, and we eventually fell behind 
in the rent. Mother thought we should leave Poland and go across the sea to America 
because she heard it was much easier to earn money there. She wrote to Aunt Fanny, who 
lived in New York, and told her how hard it was to live in Poland. Aunt Fanny advised her 
to move to New York and bring me. She went around among our relatives in New York and 
took up a collection for our passage.

2. From this excerpt, it can be predicted that the author would

A. move to New York.

B. buy a luxury apartment.

C. not need to work in New York.

D. never leave Poland.

Lesson 1
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 ► Read this excerpt from a short story about a community garden.

Rosa Lee usually had a difficult time getting out of bed early in the morning, but not on 
Saturday mornings in the spring, summer, and fall. That is because Saturday was garden 
day. The earlier Rosa got out of bed, the earlier she and her mother could leave for the 
community garden. Then they would have more time to spend in the garden among the 
plants, vegetables, and flowers.

On one Saturday morning in early June, Rosa was very eager to see how the tomato 
plants in their plot were growing. She and her mother had planted tomato seedlings a 
week earlier. She wondered if the seedlings had grown bigger.

3. From this excerpt, it can be predicted that Rosa would

A. go back to bed and sleep until noon.

B. spend the day in the community garden.

C. tell her mother she did not like plants.

D. pull the tomato seedlings out of the ground.

 ► Read this excerpt from a classic story.

Alice was beginning to get tired of sitting by her sister on the bank and having nothing 
to do. Once or twice she had peeped into the book her sister was reading, but it had no 
pictures or conversations. “What is the use of a book,” thought Alice, “without pictures or 
conversations?”

Suddenly a White Rabbit with pink eyes scampered close by her.

That was nothing so very remarkable, nor did Alice think it strange to hear the Rabbit 
say to itself, “Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be late.” But when the Rabbit actually took a watch 
out of its waistcoat pocket, looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice leaped to her feet. It 
flashed across her mind that she had never before seen a rabbit with either a waistcoat 
pocket or watch. Burning with curiosity, she ran across the field after it. Fortunately, she 
was just in time to see the rabbit pop down a large rabbit hole under the hedge.

4. From this excerpt, it can be predicted that Alice will most likely

A. tell her sister about the strange animals in the field.

B. write a new book with pictures and conversations in it.

C. follow the White Rabbit on an unusual adventure.

D. block or close the rabbit hole to keep the White Rabbit away.

Lesson 1
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5.  Look at these two images.  Each one appears with a magazine article. The magazine articles 

each have the same title:  “My Commute to Work.”   Based on the images, what would each of the 

magazine articles say?

Lesson 1
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How can you predict outcomes as you read? If you are reading fiction, use details from the 

text to make informed guesses about what will happen next. An informed guess is based on 

evidence or clues in the text.  Through careful reading, you find clues in a text about characters 

and plot. Then you connect those clues with facts and information you already know. Together, 

the text clues and your background knowledge allow you to predict what will happen in the text. 

However, sometimes an author might try to trick a reader. The author might include clues and 

details in a story that have been deliberately written to lead readers toward making an incorrect 
prediction. An author may use a plot twist to send a story (and its reader) down an unexpected 

path. Plot twists can be fun! 

Authors use plot twists to entertain a reader with an unexpected turn of events. Unexpected 

shifts in the plot, or unexpected actions by a character, can completely undermine a reader’s 

prediction about how a story might end. Authors use plot twists to build tension, to make 

readers think deeply, and to keep readers engaged and interested.

There are many kinds of plot twists that an author can introduce in a text. Here are examples of 

five popular ones:

PLOT TWIST                                         WHAT IT DOES EXAMPLE

surprise ending

Occurring at the end of a story, this plot 
twist takes you to a different, surprising 
conclusion than one you had predicted from 
clues in earlier parts of the story. This plot 
twist is used in all types of fiction.

A character who had 
disappeared or died earlier in 
a story appears again near the 
conclusion, resolving the story’s 
main conflict.

red herring

As the name implies, there is something 
“fishy” about this kind of text clue. A red 
herring is a clue that makes something (or 
someone) seem more important to the plot 
than it really is. This plot twist is often used 
in mysteries or thrillers.  

Text clues suggest a character 
is guilty of a crime or misdeed, 
but later in the text it is 
revealed that another character 
is actually responsible.  

unreliable narrator 

The narrator of a story is revealed to have 
misled the reader with information that 
is incorrect. Or, the narrator withholds 
information that is necessary to predict 
outcomes that are accurate. 

The narrator of a murder mystery 
turns out to be the murderer. 

false protagonist
A character who is introduced early in the 
story seems to be a main character, but 
later disappears from the narrative.

A story about a group of 
neighbors begins with a detailed 
description of one of the 
neighbors. Then the text says this 
neighbor moved away and was 
never heard from again.

flashback

A flashback takes the reader to an earlier 
point in time than the rest of the story. 
Information and details about a character 
or event are revealed, undermining or 
contradicting other clues that had been 
presented in the text.

The true identity of a character is 
revealed through a description of 
an event that happened in  
the past. 
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 ► Read these story plots. In the space provided, write the letter of the plot twist that is  
being used.

A. Surprise ending

B. Red herring 

C. Unreliable narrator 

D. False Protagonist 

E. Flashback

1. In The Hound of the Baskervilles, a key clue confirms that the murderer has a beard and so 

does the butler. The butler creeps around the house late at night. At the end of the story, 

the murderer is someone else.

2. In The Gift of the Magi, a young married couple have very little money. They each have one 

possession of value: the husband has a gold watch and the wife has her long, beautiful 

hair. They each sell their own valued possession to buy the other a gift. At the end of the 

story, the reader finds out the husband bought his wife hair combs and the wife bought the 

husband a chain for his watch -- both useless gifts.

3. In The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Huck Finn’s descriptions of events are often 

misinterpreted, and he describes things as he perceives them.

4. In The Heart of Darkness, sailors are resting on a boat on the Thames. One of the sailors 

tells the others about an experience he had years ago, traveling on a river in the center of 

Africa to find the ivory trader called Kurtz. 

5. In A Game of Thrones, the story begins with a focus on Ned Stark, who seems to be the 

main character. Stark is killed unexpectedly, but the story continues.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 3: Interaction of Ideas  

3A Predicting Outcomes 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Write an email to a friend who has not read the selection. Provide enough 
information about the selection's characters, settings, and events so your 
friend is able to predict what happened in the selection. 

Basic Use a selection you have read to finish this statement: "If only (a character) had 
done (this action) instead of (this action), then (make a prediction about what 
might have happened)." Use details from the selection to explain and support 
your prediction. 

Intermediate Describe three things that happened in a selection and how they 
foreshadowed subsequent events. 

Intermediate Use a selection you have read to finish this statement: "If only (a character) had 
done (this action) instead of (this action), then (make a prediction about what 
might have happened)." Use details from the selection to illustrate and support 
your prediction. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Basic Write a new, different ending for a selection that changes the lesson (or theme) 
of the selection. 

Basic Tell about two clues in the selection that helped you figure out the ending. 

Basic Described what might happen next to all the characters in a selection if the 
author decided to continue the selection. 

Intermediate Propose an alternative ending or conclusion to a selection and provide an 
argument why your new text is an improvement. 

Intermediate Describe a selection that had a cliffhanger ending and explain why you were 
unable to predict the ending from context clues. 

Intermediate Based on the selection's conclusion, what other sequence of events could have 
generated the same outcome? Demonstrate how these interactions, while 
different from the author's original plan, make the same conclusion feasible. 
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Interaction of Ideas
Predicting Outcomes
Predict what you think will happen in the story. 
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