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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Interaction of Ideas – Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Analyzing 
Setting, Plot, and Character. The setting, plot, and characters 
in a text are the “where,” “when,” “what,” and “who” of the text. 
When readers analyze setting, plot, and characters, they see how 
these things are connected and change throughout the text.
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Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

Lesson 1

B A S I C

Have you ever heard of the fairy tale, “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”? It is a very popular 

fairy tale. Suppose a friend tells you about this fairy tale. Your friend might say who was in 

it, where it took place, and what happened. You would learn a lot about the story from this 

information.

Characters are people (and sometimes animals or objects) who take part in a story. In the 

Goldilocks fairy tale, the characters are Goldilocks, Mama Bear, Papa Bear, and Baby Bear. 

These four characters take part in the events in the story.

The setting describes where and when a story takes place. The Goldilocks story takes place 

at the bears’ house. It also happens “once upon a time,” or a very long time ago. These two 

pieces of information make up the setting of the story.

The plot is the action of a story, including the beginning, middle, and end. In “Goldilocks and 

the Three Bears,” Goldilocks tastes the bears’ porridge. She sits in their chairs and lies on their 

beds. Then the bears come home, and she is scared. These events describe the plot of this 

story.

You can look for the characters, setting, and plot in any story you read. 

 ► Read this example.

Last autumn, Josh went on a trip with his friends. They stayed at a large and beautiful 
old hotel on a hill. Josh’s friends liked to play jokes on one another. Josh did not want 
anyone to play a trick on him while he was sleeping. He got an idea. He dragged his 
mattress into the very middle of the room. He slept on the floor facing the door, ready for 
any trick his friends might try to pull.

The next morning, Josh woke up when he felt someone fall right on top of him! A 
member of the hotel staff was sprawled over his bed on the floor. The man had come to 
bring breakfast and a pot of hot tea. He tripped on the edge of the mattress on the floor. 
Going to sleep in the middle of the room had seemed like a good idea. Yet it had caused all 
the trouble Josh was hoping to avoid. Josh had accidentally played a trick on himself!

Who are the characters in this story? Let’s look at the text. First we have Josh and his 

friends. The story also tells about a hotel staff member who trips on a mattress. These are all 

characters in this story.

What is the setting of this story? The text says “at a large and beautiful old hotel on a hill.” 
That is where the story takes place. The text also says “last autumn.” This is when the story 

takes place. Both of these facts make up the setting of this story.

What is the plot of this story? In the beginning, Josh and his friends go to a hotel. Then Josh 

worries that his friends will play a joke on him. Josh moves his mattress onto the floor. In the 

end, a hotel staff member trips on Josh’s mattress on the floor. These events make up the 

plot of this story.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the questions below. 

Many years ago there lived a farmer in a small village. He invited all the wild animals 
from the nearby fields and woods for a feast. At that time, all animals were wild, and none 
of them lived with humans. The bear was the first to get up to go to the feast. He met a 
boy along the road. The boy told him not to go to the feast because the people would 
want to steal his fur. They would want to use it as a rug. So the bear stayed home.

1. The farmer is one character in this text. Who are the other two characters?

A. the bear

B. the feast

C. the boy

D. the village

E. the rug

2. What is the setting of this text?

A. last year on a road

B. three days ago by a river

C. many years ago in a small village

D. in the spring under a bridge

3. Choose the answer that best describes the plot of this text.

A. A boy learns to get along nicely with others.

B. A small village holds a special holiday every year.

C. A farmer helps others by giving away half the food from his crops.

D. A bear does not go to a feast because people might steal his fur.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the questions that follow. 

Myles couldn’t fall asleep. He decided to go out to the lake by his house. There were 
rumors about a ghost on the lake, so most people didn’t visit it alone. As he looked out 
over the water, Myles saw something glitter near the middle of the lake. Myles could see a 
face with black hair, and arms rising and falling in the water. He soon realized that it was a 
girl. He cupped his hands to his mouth and shouted, “Hello! Hello!” All at once, she stopped 
swimming and remained perfectly still. Myles was not sure if she had seen him. Just then, 
there was a small splash. She was gone. Myles waited for her to come up again, but there 
was no sign of her. Had he just seen the ghost?

4. Who are the two characters in this text?

A. the lake

B. a girl

C. Myles

D. glitter

E. a splash

5. What is the setting of this text?

A. a lake at night

B. a campsite in the afternoon

C. the ocean in the morning

D. a pool at noon

6. Choose the answer that best describes the plot of this text.

A. Myles can’t fall asleep and decides to sleep outside.

B. Myles sees a girl in the lake and thinks she might be a ghost.

C. Myles meets a new family that moves in next door.

D. Myles and a girl learn how to swim in deep water.
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When you read a story, it is important to keep track of what happens in the beginning, middle, 

and end. The plot is the action of a story from when it starts to when it ends. It helps to think of 

the plot of a story like a pyramid.

            

The beginning of the story tells you about the characters (who the story is about) and the 

setting (when and where the story takes place). 

The climax is the most important part of the story. It is the most intense part of the story when 

the action reaches the highest point. Sometimes it happens right in the middle of a story. 

Sometimes it happens closer to the end of a story.

The end is when the story stops, usually because a problem has been solved or an event is 

finished.

Some stories also have rising action and falling action. Rising action is the events that happen 

to lead to the climax. Characters might find a problem or get ready for something to happen. 

Falling action is the events that happen after the climax and right before the end. This is when 

the story begins to wrap up but has not finished yet.
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 ► Read the paragraph below. It is a famous fable by an author called Aesop.

A shepherd’s boy was tending his flock near a village. He thought it would be great fun 
to trick the villagers by pretending that a wolf was attacking the sheep. He shouted out, 
“Wolf! wolf!” and when the people came running up, he laughed at them for their pains. He 
did this more than once, and every time the villagers found they had been tricked, for there 
was no wolf at all. At last a wolf really did come, and the boy cried, “Wolf! wolf!” as loud as 
he could. But the people were so used to hearing him call that they took no notice of his 
cries for help. And so the wolf had no one to stop him from taking the sheep.

In the beginning, the story tells about a shepherd’s boy and his flock near a village. These are the 

characters and the setting.

The boy tricks the villagers by pretending to see a wolf in the rising action. This event (tricking 

the villagers) leads to the climax.

The climax of this story is when the boy sees a real wolf and cries out for help. This is the most 

important part of the story because the action is at the highest point.

During falling action, the villagers do not come to help the boy because they think he is lying. 

This happens after the climax, but it is not the end yet.

In the end, the wolf takes the sheep. The story is over after this event.

You can look for these parts of the plot to help you understand any story you read.

Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

Lesson 2

B A S I C
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and follow the directions. 

A farmer’s daughter had been out to milk the cows, and was returning to the dairy 
carrying her pail of milk upon her head. As she walked along, she started thinking: “The 
milk in this pail will provide me with cream, which I will make into butter and take to market 
to sell. With the money I will buy a number of eggs, and these, when hatched, will become 
chickens. When I sell the chickens, I will use the money to buy myself a new gown, and all 
the young fellows will admire it.” Forgetting all about the pail, she tossed her head. Down 
went the pail, all the milk was spilled, and all her fine daydreams in the air disappeared in a 
moment!

 

1. Draw a line to connect each part of the plot on the left with the matching sentence on the right. 

The first answer has been done for you.

A. Beginning 1. The farmer’s daughter forgets about the pail and tosses her head.

B. Rising Action 2. The milk spills out of the pail.

C. Climax 3. A farmer’s daughter returns to the dairy carrying milk on her head.

D. Falling Action 4. The farmer’s daughter thinks about turning the milk to cream, and 
buying eggs and a gown.

E. End 5. All of the farmer’s daughter’s daydreams disappeared in a moment.

A Hare was one day making fun of a Tortoise for being so slow upon his feet. “Wait a 
bit,” said the Tortoise, “I’ll run a race with you, and I’ll bet that I win.” “Oh, well,” replied 
the Hare, who thought the idea was funny, “let’s try and see.” It was soon agreed that the 
Fox should set a course for them, and be the judge. When the time came both started off 
together, but the Hare was soon so far ahead that he thought he might as well have a rest, 
so down he lay and fell fast asleep. Meanwhile the Tortoise kept going, and in time reached 
the goal. At last the Hare woke up with a start, and dashed on at his fastest, only to find 
that the Tortoise had already won the race. 

2. Draw a line to connect each part of the plot on the left with the matching sentence on the right. 

The first answer has been done for you.

A. Beginning 1. The Tortoise kept going, and in time reached the goal.  

B. Rising Action 2. The Hare and the Tortoise decided to run a race.

C. Climax 3. The Hare found that the Tortoise had already won the race.

D. Falling Action 4. The Hare woke up with a start.

E. End 5. The Hare was so far ahead that he lay down and fell asleep.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 3: Interaction of Ideas  

3B Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe a character from a selection, including how he or she looks, 
something the character might say, and the kinds of books this character 
might like to read. 

Basic Explain why you agree or disagree with the behavior of a character. 

Basic Describe how a character from a selection is the same as or different from 
you. 

Basic Does the main character in a selection seem to be real to you? Why or why 
not? 

Basic Imagine you are the main character in a selection. Explain how you would look, 
act, and feel as that character. 

Basic Describe the mood of the characters in a selection. Why did the characters feel 
the way they did? 

Basic How can the way a character feels about something in a selection tell you 
about the nature of the character? Provide examples from a selection you 
have read. 

Basic Give an example of a character in a selection whose feelings change. Describe 
the clues that signaled the characters feelings had changed. 

Basic Think about a selection where a character's behavior surprised you. Explain 
why you expected the character to behave in another way. 

Intermediate Think about the characters in a selection. What motivates these characters to 
act the way they do? 

Intermediate Describe a character with whom you empathize, and explain why you feel this 
way. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Retell the main idea of a selection from the perspective of a character in the 
selection who is not the narrator. 

Intermediate Imagine a character from a fictional selection has a Facebook page. Describe all 
of the details associated with the page. 

Prompts Continued on Next Page 
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Intermediate How could an author use a change in setting to show the journey of a fictional 
character from innocence to maturity? Give an example from a selection you 
have read. 

Intermediate What are some methods an author can use to let readers know how a 
character is feeling without overtly stating the feeling? Give three examples 
from selections you have read. 

Intermediate Imagine you are the main character in a selection you read. Would your 
emotional reactions to events in the selection be the same as those of the 
actual character? Explain why or why not. 

Intermediate Identify a static character (one that remains unchanged throughout a selection) 
and describe how the selection would be different if that character had 
demonstrated a change in attitude, personality, or behavior. 

Intermediate What alterations in feeling or mood might you expect in a selection if a 
character experiences a moral conflict or significant life change? Provide 
examples. 
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