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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Interaction of Ideas – Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Analyzing 
Setting, Plot, and Character. The setting, plot, and characters 
in a text are the “where,” “when,” “what,” and “who” of the text. 
When readers analyze setting, plot, and characters, they see how 
these things are connected and change throughout the text.
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Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

If a friend asks you to describe a book you are reading, what would you say? You would describe 

the book’s plot. The plot of a story (a fable, a fairy tale, a work of science fiction, and so on) 

refers to the main events that occur in the story. In other words, the plot tells what happens. 

To accurately describe a plot, you need to identify some key components:

• Who is the protagonist (the leading character)?

• Who is the antagonist (the what or who that causes the conflict, or hinders the protagonist 

from resolving the conflict)?

• What is the conflict (struggle) that the protagonist faces? 

It’s usually easy to identify the protagonist in most stories. A story may have one or more 

antagonists. They are identifiable by their actions, which are in opposition to, or hostile toward, 

the protagonist, or something the protagonist believes in or supports. 

Figuring out the conflict requires a deeper analysis. A conflict is best described as the challenge 

that stands in the way of the protagonist reaching his or her goals. Every story has some kind of 

conflict, and it might unfold throughout the story. The conflict may be between the protagonist 

and another person, but it could also be between the protagonist and some other force, such 

as nature or technology. These are called external conflicts. However, the conflict could be a 

struggle that occurs within the leading character, such as a character who must confront an issue 

within himself or herself. This is an internal conflict.

INTERNAL OR 

EXTERNAL 

CONFLICT?

WHAT 

KIND OF 

CONFLICT?

FOR EXAMPLE, A 

PROTAGONIST...
YOU’D FIND THIS IN...

Internal Conflict
Person vs. 
Self

struggles within his or her 
own mind about an issue  
or action. 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, in which 
the protagonist struggles with his own 
thoughts of revenge.

External Conflict

Person vs. 
Person

is prevented from reaching 
personal goals by the 
actions of another character.

L. Frank Baum’s The Wizard of Oz, in 
which the protagonist struggles with a 
wicked witch.

Person vs. 
Society

sees something in a different 
way than all other people.

Suzanne Collins’ The Hunger Games, in 
which the protagonist struggles with 
societal norms.  

Person vs. 
Nature

must overcome a challenge 
from nature, such as from an 
animal or storm.

Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man 
and the Sea, in which the protagonist 
struggles to catch a marlin. 

Person vs. 
Technology

battles with machines or 
other technology.

Arthur C. Clarke’s 2001: A Space 
Odyssey, in which the protagonist 
struggles with a computer.

Keep in mind that many stories have multiple conflicts occurring. A protagonist may experience 

combinations of internal and external conflicts. As a reader, it’s your job to read closely, identify 

the protagonist, antagonist, and conflicts, and enjoy the story.
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Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following plot summaries. Then decide which conflict from the list below most 
accurately fits the plot being described.

A. Person vs. Self

B. Person vs. Person

C. Person vs. Society

D. Person vs. Nature

E. Person vs. Technology

1. A young man is prevented from reaching a personal goal by his opponent. 

2. A man is shipwrecked on an island and must build a shelter before a storm arrives. 

3. A woman decides to run for public office when she realizes certain laws are unjust.  

4. A teenager struggles with making a decision about which college to attend. 

5. A scientist builds a machine that takes over the world. 

6. Two candidates debate about an issue. 

7. A man gets lost in the woods for a week. 

8. A woman faces a cyber attack on her computer. 

9. A pilot struggles to land a damaged plane. 

10. A lawyer takes a case that will expose corruption in government. 
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Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

As you read, pay close attention to the characters in the story. 

Look for clues about:

• characters’ traits (for example, behaviors, motives, and 

relationships with others) 

• characters’ roles or functions in the story

• characters’ actions and reactions.

 

 

My sister, Mrs. Joe Gargery, was more than twenty years older than I, and had 
established a great reputation with herself and the neighbours because she had brought 
me up “by hand.” Having at that time to find out for myself what the expression meant, and 
knowing her to have a hard and heavy hand, and to be much in the habit of laying it upon 
her husband as well as upon me, I supposed that Joe Gargery and I were both brought up 
by hand. 

This brief paragraph reveals information about all three characters. Pip is young, and he would 

be required to call adults who are not in his family by a title such as Mr. or Mrs., or perhaps Sir or 

Madam. But in this excerpt, Pip refers to his sister as “Mrs. Joe Gargery.” What does this tell you 

about Pip? 

 

Characters’ traits, 

actions, and reactions 

provide clues that help 

you understand a story.

Image by John McLenan and shared  
via Wikimedia Commons.

The words said by a main character (and how 

those words are expressed) are important 

clues. The actions and reactions of the main 

character are also important clues. But keep 

this in mind: You must also pay attention to how 

other characters react to, and interact with, the 

main character. 

In addition, remember that authors often want 

readers to infer information about characters. 

The author does not directly tell you that a 

character is brave or heroic. Instead, the author 

describes a brave or heroic deed performed by 

the character. It’s up to you to figure out that 

the character is a hero.

In Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, Pip, 

the main character and narrator, describes his 

sister and her husband this way: 
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Pip’s formality when describing his sister suggests that the two of them are not very close. The 

sister is probably very distant in the way she relates to Pip, not showing much love or affection. 

Pip also says, “knowing her to have a hard and heavy hand, and to be much in the habit of 

laying it upon her husband as well as upon me.”  Unfortunately, this means that she hits both her 

husband and her brother. This text is letting you know that Pip’s sister is not a nice person. 

The next paragraph from the story offers more insight into Pip’s opinion of his sister and  

her husband.   

She was not a good-looking woman, my sister; and I had a general impression that she 
must have made Joe Gargery marry her by hand. Joe was a fair man, with curls of flaxen 
hair on each side of his smooth face, and with eyes of such a very undecided blue that they 
seemed to have somehow got mixed with their own whites. He was a mild, good-natured, 
sweet-tempered, easy-going, foolish, dear fellow – a sort of Hercules in strength, and also 
in weakness. 

Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Image by John McLenan and shared  
via Wikimedia Commons.

In this paragraph, Pip refers to his sister’s husband by his 

first name. This lets you know that Pip’s relationship with Joe 

is probably closer than the one he has with his sister. The 

reference to Hercules, an ancient god who performed great 

feats of strength and courage, is meant to demonstrate Joe’s 

physical strength and endurance. Pip also says he is easygoing 

but foolish, which suggests that Joe might be pushed around 

by his wife.

Though Pip’s sister and her husband are not main characters, 

the description of their relationship with Pip offers important 

details that help you understanding the main character.
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Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read each excerpt, then answer the questions that follow.

From Great Expectations. Pip, the main character, describes an interaction he had with an 

unknown man: 

The man, after looking at me for a moment, turned me upside down, and emptied my 
pockets. There was nothing in them but a piece of bread. When the church came to itself – 
for he was so sudden and strong that he made it go head over heels before me, and I saw 
the steeple under my feet – when the church came to itself, I say, I was seated on a high 
tombstone, trembling, while he ate the bread ravenously.

1. Which statement about the man is most likely correct?

A. He was starving. 

B. He was Pip’s close friend.

C. He shunned physical altercations.

D. He was wealthy.

From Great Expectations. In the beginning of the story, Pip states: 

But I loved Joe—perhaps for no better reason in those early days than because the 
dear fellow let me love him—and, as to him, my inner self was not so easily composed. 
It was much upon my mind (particularly when I first saw him looking about for his file) 
that I ought to tell Joe the whole truth. Yet I did not, and for the reason that I mistrusted 
that if I did, he would think me worse than I was. The fear of losing Joe’s confidence, and 
of thenceforth sitting in the chimney-corner at night staring drearily at my forever lost 
companion and friend, tied up my tongue.

2. Which TWO of the following statements most accurately describe Pip’s relationship with Joe early 

in the story?

A. He recently met Joe and doesn’t like him.

B. He respects Joe. 

C. He thinks Joe is suffering from an illness.

D. He longs for Joe’s approval. 

E. He is indifferent to Joe’s opinions.
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Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

From Great Expectations. The following exchange is between Pip and Estella, another character 

in the story.  Their conversation occurs after Pip has received a large amount of money, which is 

an event that happens midway in the plot. In this exchange, Pip and Estella are talking about Joe.

“Since your change of fortune and prospects, you have changed your companions,” said 
Estella. 

“Naturally,” said I. 

“And necessarily,” she added, in a haughty tone, “what was fit company for you once, 
would be quite unfit company for you now.” 

In my conscience, I doubt very much whether I had any lingering intention left, of going 
to see Joe; but if I had, this observation put it to flight. 

3. Which TWO of the following statements most accurately describe Pip’s attitude toward Joe at this 

point in the story? 

A. He respects Joe. 

B. He recently met Joe and doesn’t like him.

C. He thinks Joe is suffering from an illness.

D. He is ashamed of Joe. 

E. He is indifferent to Joe’s opinions.

4. Think about the two excerpts you read to answer Questions 2 and 3. They describe Pip’s attitude 

toward Joe at different times in the story. What do these excerpts tell you about Pip?

A. His attitude toward Joe did not change.

B. He became more tolerant and compassionate.

C. He developed a sense of shame about his upbringing.

D. He realized that he never liked Joe.

3B



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 5 of 5

Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

From Great Expectations. The following excerpt comes from later in the story, after Pip has lost 

his fortune. Pip becomes ill and Joe takes care of him. 

After I had turned the worst point of my illness, I began to notice that while all its other 
features changed, this one consistent feature did not change. Whoever came about me, 
still settled down into Joe. I opened my eyes in the night, and I saw in the great chair at the 
bedside, Joe. I opened my eyes in the day, and, sitting on the window-seat, smoking his 
pipe in the shaded open window, still I saw Joe. I asked for a cooling drink, and the dear 
hand that gave it to me was Joe’s. I sank back on my pillow after drinking, and the face 
that looked so hopefully and tenderly upon me was the face of Joe. At last, one day, I took 
courage, and said, “Is it Joe?”

And the dear old home-voice answered, “Which it air, old chap.” 

“O Joe, you break my heart! Look angry at me, Joe. Strike me, Joe. Tell me of my 
ingratitude. Don’t be so good to me!” 

5. What does this excerpt reveal about Pip? 

A. He does not change during this story.

B. He feels guilty about his early behavior.

C. He cannot forgive Joe for being cruel.

D. He realizes he never loved Joe.

6. Based solely on the last excerpt you read, choose the two words that best describe Joe.

A. ambitious

B. compassionate

C. aggressive

D. unforgiving

E. threatening

F. forgiving

G. arrogant

H. indifferent
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 3: Interaction of Ideas  

3B Analyzing Setting, Plot, and Character 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe a character from a selection, including how he or she looks, 
something the character might say, and the kinds of books this character 
might like to read. 

Basic Explain why you agree or disagree with the behavior of a character. 

Basic Describe how a character from a selection is the same as or different from 
you. 

Basic Does the main character in a selection seem to be real to you? Why or why 
not? 

Basic Imagine you are the main character in a selection. Explain how you would look, 
act, and feel as that character. 

Basic Describe the mood of the characters in a selection. Why did the characters feel 
the way they did? 

Basic How can the way a character feels about something in a selection tell you 
about the nature of the character? Provide examples from a selection you 
have read. 

Basic Give an example of a character in a selection whose feelings change. Describe 
the clues that signaled the characters feelings had changed. 

Basic Think about a selection where a character's behavior surprised you. Explain 
why you expected the character to behave in another way. 

Intermediate Think about the characters in a selection. What motivates these characters to 
act the way they do? 

Intermediate Describe a character with whom you empathize, and explain why you feel this 
way. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Retell the main idea of a selection from the perspective of a character in the 
selection who is not the narrator. 

Intermediate Imagine a character from a fictional selection has a Facebook page. Describe all 
of the details associated with the page. 

Prompts Continued on Next Page 
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Intermediate How could an author use a change in setting to show the journey of a fictional 
character from innocence to maturity? Give an example from a selection you 
have read. 

Intermediate What are some methods an author can use to let readers know how a 
character is feeling without overtly stating the feeling? Give three examples 
from selections you have read. 

Intermediate Imagine you are the main character in a selection you read. Would your 
emotional reactions to events in the selection be the same as those of the 
actual character? Explain why or why not. 

Intermediate Identify a static character (one that remains unchanged throughout a selection) 
and describe how the selection would be different if that character had 
demonstrated a change in attitude, personality, or behavior. 

Intermediate What alterations in feeling or mood might you expect in a selection if a 
character experiences a moral conflict or significant life change? Provide 
examples. 
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