
Copyright © 2020 Reading Plus LLC. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Predicting Outcomes – Analyzing Cause and Effect

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Analyzing 
Cause and Effect. In a text, a cause is “why” something happened 
and the effect is “what” happened. When readers analyze cause 
and effect, they figure out how and why things happen and how 
they are connected.
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Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Cause and Effect

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Writers often use an organizational technique called a cause-and-effect relationship. An effect is 
something that happens. A cause is what makes an effect happen.  
 
The cause-and-effect technique helps readers get the “why” of a text. It’s important to identify 
and understand both the causes and their effects to get the gist of a text’s meaning or purpose. 
This writing technique is equally effective in informational texts as well as literary works. 

There are a number of variations in cause-and-effect relationships. Let’s look at them individually. 

1. Simple Cause and Effect

The hot sun melted the child’s ice cream cone.

In this relationship, one cause results in one effect. The heat from the sun (cause) resulted in 
melted ice cream (effect). 
 

2. Cause and Multiple Effects

 
 
 

Riding my bike to work provides a great workout, reduces pollution, and saves money 
because I don’t need bus fare. 

In this relationship, one cause can lead to multiple effects. Riding a bike (cause) results in three 
separate effects: exercise, reduction of pollution, and cost savings. 
 

3. Multiple Causes and Effect

 

I reviewed my class notes, joined a study group, and got extra help from my teacher, 
and these all helped me get an “A” in chemistry class.

 
In this relationship, multiple causes result in one effect. The “A” grade was an effect achieved by 
three causes: reviewing class notes, taking part in a study group, and going for extra help. 
 
4. Cause and Effect Chain

A heavy rainstorm led to road flooding, which forced the closure of a major road  
and resulted in the traffic jam that made me late for school.

 
In this relationship, the causes and effects form a chain. A cause produces an effect, which in 
turn becomes a cause of something else. The heavy rain caused the road to flood, which caused 
the road closure, which caused the traffic jam, which caused the delay. 

As you read, look for cause and effect relationships. The authors of the texts you read use this 
writing technique to provide you with structure for understanding why things happen.
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Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Cause and Effect

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read each of the following text excerpts. Then indicate which kind of cause-and-effect 
relationship is being used in the excerpt.

A. Simple Cause and Effect   

B. Cause and Multiple Effects

C. Multiple Causes and Effect

D. Cause and Effect Chain

1. The recent drought has damaged crops, resulting in shortages of some foods that has 

led to higher prices at the supermarket.

2. Scientists report that the recent spike in air pollution is attributed to an increase of cars 

on the roads, higher outputs of factory pollutants, and emissions from coal-burning 

facilities.

3. I had to get the mop and bucket when my younger sister spilled her glass of grape juice 

on the floor.

4. The blizzard knocked out power, made roads slippery and dangerous, and forced most 

people to stay home from work and school.

 ► In each of the following examples, the first sentence is a cause. Circle A or B to indicate 
which is an effect of the cause.

5. Energy demand is growing faster than resources can be found.

A. Electricity usage has doubled in the last decade.

B. Gasoline rationing is being implemented.

6. The American Bald Eagle was saved from extinction.

A. Bald Eagle nests have been spotted in all 50 states.

B. Bald Eagles eat small rodents and fish.

 ► Read the following text, then complete the Cause-and-Effect Chain.

The eruption of the volcano produced at least eight ash flows, which covered much of 
the island in ash up to 40 inches thick. The acidic ash destroyed crops, clogged irrigation 
ditches, and entered lakes, rivers, and streams. Water evaporated from the bodies of water, 
then returned to the Earth in the form of acid. 

7. Cause           Effect/Cause           Effect/Cause   

Effect  
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Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Have you heard the expression, “One thing leads to another?” It’s a great summary of cause 

and effect relationships. A cause is an action or event that makes something happen. The effect 

is what happens as a result. To identify a cause in a text, ask yourself, “Why did this action (or 

event) take place?” To identify the effect, ask yourself what happened in that part of the story.

In a simple cause and effect relationship, an action (the cause) leads to a reaction (the effect). 

However, sometimes things are a little more complicated. A causal chain might occur. The 

causes and effects in causal chains are all links in the chain--one cause leads to an effect, which 

becomes a cause of another effect.  

 

                 

Causal chains are found in the literature you read in class, but you’ll also encounter them in the 

informational texts you read in other classes such as science and social studies.

SUBJECT                                         CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT

In science class, 
you learned about 
the effects of a 
hurricane.

A hurricane caused ... ...high winds, which 
caused...

...downed power lines, 
which caused...

...power outages.

In history class, you 
learned about the 
19th amendment 
to the U.S. 
Constitution.

When it was written, 
the U.S. Constitution 
did not give women 
the right to vote, 
which caused...

...women to organize 
and demand the right 
to cast ballots, which 
caused…

...some states to begin 
allowing women to 
vote in elections, which 
caused...

...an amendment 
to the U.S. 
Constitution that 
made it legal for 
women to vote in 
all elections.

 ► You can find causal chains in literary works too. Read this classic Aesop’s fable:

A goat and a fox were walking together on a long road. The goat was a simple fellow, but the 
fox was quite sly. They walked for a long time. The sun was hot and they became thirsty.  

The fox saw a water well ahead of them on the road. He suggested to his friend that they 
go into the well to get a drink. The goat and fox jumped into the deep well and drank as much 
water as they needed. They were no longer thirsty. But then they realized they could not get 
out of the well. 

The fox had an idea. He told the goat to stand on his hind legs. When the goat did, the fox 
jumped onto his friend’s back. The fox was able to get out of the well.  

The fox stood above the well and looked down at this friend. The fox said, “Too bad you are 
not as sly as me. If you had been, you never would have gone down that well.”

CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT

A long walk in the sun made 
the goat and fox feel thirsty, 
which caused...

...the goat and fox to jump 
into a well to get a drink of 
water, which caused...

...the goat and fox to get 
stuck in the well, which 
caused...

...the fox to trick to the 
goat.
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following examples, then indicate the causal chain in each one.

1.
Aside from being the world’s largest bridge at the time of it opening, as well as the 

world’s first steel-arch crossing, the bridge in St. Louis brought about the decline of most 
of the roaring river towns as vital gateways to the West. With this decline, it was easy to 
see that the era of the Mississippi steamboat was drawing to a close.

CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT

2.
Seagrass beds are very important to estuaries. Many years ago, a destructive fungus 

killed most of the Atlantic eelgrass beds, so the bottoms of estuaries began to break apart. 
Mud and sand washed out of many estuaries along the Atlantic coast, destroying the 
habitat of many burrowing forms of sea life.

CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT

3C



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 3 of 3

Interaction of Ideas
Analyzing Cause and Effect

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following examples, then indicate the causal chain in each one.

3.
A bird flew through a cottage window and took a piece of cheese. The bird then flew to 

a nearby tree and landed on branch. It held the cheese in its beak and was getting ready to 
enjoying a tasty snack.

A fox had been watching the bird. The fox walked to the tree and sat directly under the 
branch where the bird was sitting. The fox called out, “Good day, lovely bird. What a nice-
looking bird you are! Is your song as pretty as your feathers?”

The bird was very pleased to hear this praise from the fox. Birds that are feeling pleased 
begin to sing, which is what this bird started to do. The bird had to open its beak to sing. 
The cheese fell and landed in the fox’s open mouth.  

 

CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT

4.
The Union of Widget Workers recently went on strike for a 10 percent wage increase. 

Widget factory owners agreed to the wage hike, which ended the strike. However, 
the factory owners had to increase the price of widgets to cover the new wage costs. 
Consumers will now pay more for widgets.

CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 3: Interaction of Ideas 

3C Analyzing Cause and Effect 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic Choose a selection you read that included some unfamiliar vocabulary. 

Describe how you used context clues to figure out what the words meant. 

Basic Tell about an event in a selection that led to a character learning an important 
lesson. 

Basic Give an example from a selection of something that caused a person to change 
his or her mind. 

Basic Create a "chain of events" diagram for a selection. 

Basic Write three "why" questions about things that happened in a selection and then 
answer those questions. 

Basic Choose a selection you read in which one character's mood changed the 
moods of other characters. Use details from the selection to describe the mood 
changes.. 

Intermediate Describe the cause and effect relationship in a selection you read. 

Intermediate Provide an example from a selection of "false cause." Demonstrate that 
because one event follows another does not prove that the second event is 
caused by the first event. 

Intermediate Choose a selection you read in which a character's negative outlook or state of 
mind affected others around him or her. Use details from the selection to 
describe the effect(s) of the negativity. 

Intermediate How does technology affect how people learn? Use details from a selection you 
have read, plus your own personal experiences, to explain and support your 
answer. 

Prompts for Fiction Only 
Intermediate Give an example of how recognizing cause and effect helped you better 

understand the plot development of a selection. 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 
Intermediate Using your science book, give three examples of each of the following: single 

cause--single effect, single cause--multiple effects, multiple causes--single 
effect. 
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Cause
(something that happens)

Effect
(the result of what happens)
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