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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Use of Language – Interpreting Analogies

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Interpreting 
Analogies. An analogy is a figure of speech that compares two 
things in a text. When readers encounter an analogy in a text, 
they analyze the author’s use of language to figure out what is 
being compared and what the comparison means.
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Lesson 1

B A S I C

An analogy is a figure of speech that compares two things. An analogy can help you understand 

how things or ideas work together. You’ll find analogies in all kinds of texts.

There are different types of analogies. One analogy might look like this: The stale, dry bread was 
as hard as a rock.

This type of analogy is called a simile (SIM-a-lee). A simile is a comparison that uses the words 

“like” or “as” to show how two things are the same in some way. In this example, the bread is 

not really a rock. But the simile helps you understand what the bread looked like or felt like by 

comparing it to a rock.

Sometimes a simile compares two things that don’t seem to have anything in common. In this 

way, a simile helps to connect two things in a way that might be new or different. It helps you 

understand a new thought or idea by comparing it to one that is already known and understood. 

 ► For instance, read this example of a simile. 

My brother offered to drive me home from the airport. He picked up my suitcase and 
let out a cry of surprise. “Did you forget to pack?” he asked. “Your suitcase is as light as a 
feather!”

At first, a suitcase and a feather seem to have little in common. One is a large piece of luggage 

and the other is a fuzzy part of a bird’s outer covering.

So how do these two things compare? What does the simile as light as a feather mean? Think 

of a feather. It is very soft and has very little weight. A breeze or light wind can carry it easily 

through the air. If a feather landed on your arm, you might not even feel it or know it is there. The 

simile as light as a feather means that something is so soft or easy to carry, it’s as if it is not even 

there at all.

Now, go back to the example: “Did you forget to pack?” he asked. “Your suitcase is as light as 
a feather!” What is being compared here? A suitcase and a feather are different in many ways. 

But this simile compares them in a certain way -- based on how light they feel when carried. The 

example explains that someone is returning from a trip. A piece of luggage that is packed for a 

trip would have many items in it -- clothing, shoes, and other personal things. The luggage would 

most likely be very heavy. However, in this example the luggage is very light -- so light, in fact, 

that the brother wonders if there’s anything in it at all. Saying the suitcase is as light as a feather 
is another way of saying it does not weigh much and is easy to carry.

An analogy shows how two things are the same in some way. A simile is a type of analogy that 

uses the words “like” or ”as” to compare two things. When you read, pay attention to analogies 

an author may use. They can help you understand new thoughts or ideas by comparing them to 

things that are already known or familiar. 
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 ► Read these paragraphs and complete the tasks that follow.

“Ouch!” Jen yelled as she stubbed her toe on a rock.

“Are you okay?” asked Michelle.

“Yeah,” said Jen. “I didn’t see that rock. My glasses broke yesterday. I’m as blind as a bat 
without them.”

1. a. Underline the simile in the above paragraph.

b. What is being compared? 

 and 

c. What does the simile mean?

My two cats are sisters, but they’re as different as night and day. One cat, Snowball, is 
pure white. She loves to be carried and held. She often spends the whole day sleeping. The 
other cat, Coco, is black. She prefers to be left alone. She likes to spend the day playing 
with toys and hunting for spiders.

 
2. a. Underline the simile in the above paragraph.

b. What is being compared? 

 and 

c. What does the simile mean?
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 ► Read these paragraphs and complete the tasks that follow.

Sarah called out to her brother Darryl. “Hey, don’t just sit there like a bump on a log!” she 
said. “Come over here and help me rake leaves!” 

3. a. Underline the simile in the above paragraph.

b. What is being compared? 

 and 

c. What does the simile mean?

Bryson and Miles had been best friends since elementary school. Bryson’s mom hoped 
they remained friends after high school graduation, since each was going to a different 
college. “Being far apart won’t be easy for them,” she thought. “They’ve been like two peas 
in a pod for more than ten years.”

 
4. a. Underline the simile in the above paragraph.

b. What is being compared? 

 and 

c. What does the simile mean?
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An analogy is a figure of speech. It compares two things that have something in common. 

There are different types of analogies. One type of analogy is a metaphor (MET-a-for). A 

metaphor is a phrase that states a direct comparison between two things. In other words, a 

metaphor explains how the two things are alike. Unlike a simile, which is another type of analogy, 

a metaphor does NOT use the words “like” or “as.” 

A metaphor is usually visual. This means it makes a comparison that helps a picture form in your 

head so that you understand the comparison clearly. A metaphor might also make a comparison 

to help you understand something in a new or different way. 

For example, take a look at this metaphor: 

I really need to clean my room. It is a disaster area.

In this metaphor, a person’s room is being directly compared to a disaster area. What is a disaster 

area? It’s a place where something big has happened, and not in a good way. A disaster area 

might be a war zone or a place where an earthquake has hit. Buildings might be ruined. There 

might be broken things everywhere. Roads might be blocked by things that have fallen down. In 

this metaphor, the person’s room is not really a place where a war or earthquake has happened. 

But comparing the room to a disaster area gives the idea that things are tossed about, nothing is 

in the right place, there is probably stuff all over the floor, and it would take a lot of work to clean 

it all up.

Here is another metaphor: 

What a wild year it’s been! Life is a roller coaster.

This metaphor describes life by comparing it to a popular ride at an amusement park. What 

does a roller coaster do? It goes up and down. It has high points and low points. It can be fun 

one minute and scary the next. It can make your heart race with excitement. It can also make 

you cry out in fear. Life is not an actual roller coaster, of course. But life is filled with high points 

and low points. Life can be both fun and scary. Life is filled with both excitement and fear. Life 

can get “wild” in that way. Comparing life to a type of ride shows that the two can have much in 

common.

Now read this metaphor: 

An army of volunteers came to help clean up the park.

This metaphor is a little trickier. What is being compared here? Hint: it’s not the park. Here, the 

“army of volunteers” is the metaphor. It compares the group of volunteers who show up to help 

clean the park to an army. What are some details about an army? An army is usually very large. It 

has people in it who are well trained to do a certain job. It also has the tools and supplies to get 

that job done. An army is also highly organized. So what idea does this metaphor give about the 

volunteers? They are in a very big group. They have the tools and the knowledge to get the job 

done. And, they are organized and ready to help.
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 ► In the following examples, the metaphors are in bold. Read these examples and answer the 
questions that follow.

We need to finish this project, and soon. Time is money.

1. What two things are being compared?  and  

2. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.

You make me so happy. You are my sunshine!

3. What two things are being compared?  and  

4. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.

The classroom was a freezer! I had to wear my coat all day.

5. What two things are being compared?  and  

6. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.

I always make sure there are snacks in the house when Jason comes over. His stomach is a bottomless pit.

7. What two things are being compared?  and  

8. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.

A blanket of snow fell yesterday. The outdoors looked so quiet and peaceful.

9. What two things are being compared?  and  

10. In your own words, explain what this metaphor means.
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An analogy can help you understand how things or ideas work together. You’ll find analogies in 

all kinds of texts. Often, an analogy shows how two things compare by listing them in pairs. You 

have to figure out how the pairs are connected.

 

An analogy may compare two things based on how they are used. 

For example: A glove is to a hand as a sock is to a foot. 

How are a glove and a sock the same? A glove is used to cover a hand. A sock is used to cover a 

foot. This type of analogy shows how two things are the same based on how they are used.

  

An analogy may compare two things based on what they do, such as an action or movement.

For example: A bird is to flying as a fish is to swimming. 

This type of analogy compares two animals based on a certain action each can do -- in this case, 

the way they move. To move, a bird must fly. To move, a fish must swim. 

  

An analogy may compare two things based on their relationship as opposites. 

For example: Up is to down as happy is to sad.

What is the relationship here? Up and down are opposites. So are happy and sad. This type of 

analogy compares things that have opposite meanings.

  

This example shows another type of relationship: Cool is to freezing as warm is to burning.

What is the relationship here? Cool is a lesser form of freezing. Cool is a little cold, but freezing 

is as cold as something can get. It’s the same for warm and burning. Warm is a little hot, but 

burning is as hot as something can get.  

  

An analogy may compare two things that are parts of a whole.

For example: A puzzle piece is to a puzzle as a note of music is to a song.

A puzzle piece is combined with other puzzle pieces to make a whole puzzle. A note of music 

is combined with other notes to make a whole song. This analogy compares two things that are 

smaller parts of something larger and complete. 

  

An analogy shows how two things are alike in some way. An analogy can help you understand 

how two things or ideas work together, even if they seem to be very different at first. 
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 ► Read these analogies. Choose the best word from the word bank to fill in the blank for each 
analogy. (Note: not every word in the word bank will be used.)

Word Bank: clothes, dry, fish, chair, square, sour, clean, ice, sound

1. Hot is to fire as cold is to                                    .

2. Water is to wet as dust is to                                    .

3. Eye is to sight as ear is to                                    .

4. Feathers are to birds as scales are to                                    .

5. Sugar is to sweet as lemon is to                                    .

6. Ball is to round as box is to                                    .

 ► Read these examples. Choose the best answer to complete each analogy. Then write your 
answer to the question that follows.

7. Word is to sentence as page is to

A. time.

B. book.

C. map.

D. idea.

8. For question 7, how do the things listed in the analogy work together?

9. Fans are to a sports game as audience is to a

A. recipe.

B. test.

C. movie.

D. dream.

10. For question 9, how do the things listed in the analogy work together?
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 4: Use of Language  
4B Interpreting Analogies 

 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Based on a selection that you have read, create an analogy for this statement: "Watching 
a friend go through a hard time is like…" and explain what you mean. Use details from 
the selection to illustrate and support your writing. 

Basic Using a selection you have read, give an example of a comparison made between two 
things that are the same in some ways yet different in some ways. For example, a boot 
and a sandal, or a bird and a cat. 

Basic Think about a time an author described a character or event by comparing it to 
something similar. Create your own examples comparing something new to the same 
character or event. 

Basic Make a list of ten sayings that describe a character or person from a selection by 
comparing him or her to something else. For example, "That person is as busy as a bee." 

Intermediate Create three analogies about people, places, or objects mentioned in a selection, using 
the form A is to B as C is to D. 

Intermediate Give three examples of how an author used analogies to explain confusing or complex 
ideas by comparing them to something familiar. 

Intermediate Write a letter to an author who created an ambiguous relationship between two ideas. 
Explain why the comparison seemed unclear. Give the author tips to writing an effective 
analogy and provide a clearer connection between the unknown entity and a familiar 
idea. 

Intermediate One well-known analogy states, "Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what 
you're going to get." Create a new analogy for this statement ("Life is like…) based on a 
selection that you have read and explain what you mean. Use details from the selection 
to illustrate and support your writing. 

Intermediate Based on a selection that you have read, create an analogy for this statement: "Watching 
a friend go through a hard time is like…" and explain what you mean. Use details from 
the selection to illustrate and support your writing. 

Intermediate Based on a selection that you have read, create an analogy for this statement: "Moving to 
a new home or school is like…" and explain what you mean. Use details from the 
selection to illustrate and support your writing. 

Intermediate Based on a selection that you have read, create an analogy for this statement: "Falling in 
love is like…" Explain what you mean. Use details from the selection to support your 
writing. 

Intermediate Based on a selection that you have read, create an analogy for this statement: "Losing a 
loved one is like…" and explain what you mean. Use details from the selection to 
illustrate and support your writing. 
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