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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Use of Language – Visualizing

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Visualizing. 
Visualizing is the process of forming mental images or pictures 
while you read to help you “see” things in the text. When readers 
visualize, they create a picture in the mind based on the author’s 
descriptions of things in a text.

 ►Table of Contents

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 1) ......................................................... 2

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 2) ........................................................ 5

Skill-Based Writing Prompts ....................................................................... 8

Graphic Organizer ............................................................................................ 9

BOOK-OPEN

4C
B A S I C



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 3

Use of Language
Visualizing

Lesson 1

B A S I C

When authors write about people, places, and things, they often 

use words that help you “see” the people, places, or things in your 

head. The ability to use words to create images in your head is 

called visualizing. When you visualize something, you are able to 

“see” it in your imagination, based on the description of it that an 

author gives. It’s as if your brain is making a movie about the text 

and you are the director. Ask yourself: If I were making a movie 

about this, what would I see as I look through the camera? 

 ► Read this paragraph.

Dorothy stood outside the house and looked around. She could see nothing but the 
great gray prairie on every side. The sun had baked the dry land into a hard, gray mass. 
Little cracks ran through the dry mud. Even the grass was not green. The sun had burned 
the tops of the long blades until they were the same gray color to be seen everywhere. 
Once, the house had been painted, too. But the sun blistered the paint and the rains 
washed it away. Now the house was as dull and gray as everything else.

In the above paragraph, the author describes a setting. What kind of picture does this text create 

in your head? Look at the words and phrases the author used to describe the land: baked, dry, 

hard, burned. Even the house is “dull and gray.” In fact, the word gray is repeated four times! 

These words help you create a picture of this setting. It is a place that is dry, hard, cracked, and 

basically without any color at all. If you can “see” this place, then you have just visualized this 

setting in your head.

 ► Now read this paragraph.

When a young man named Ian finished college, his grandpa gave him his old pickup 
truck. His grandpa probably did not think that Ian would use it to build a farm. But this is 
just what Ian did. Ian filled the bed of the truck with soil. He planted some seeds. The truck 
was always parked outside. The seeds got water and sunlight. Soon the plants began to 
grow. Their large, green leaves hung over the sides of the truck. Bright, colorful vegetable 
plants filled the whole truck. And before Ian knew it, he had a truck farm!

In the above paragraph, the author describes a certain object -- a truck with a farm growing 

in it. Most people don’t see this kind of truck (or farm) every day. But can you picture it in your 

head? Look at how the author describes the truck. The bed is filled with green, leafy plants. Their 

“large, green leaves” are so big, they hang over the side of the truck. The growing vegetables are 

“bright” and “colorful”  -- maybe red tomatoes or yellow squash -- mixed in with all the green. If 

you can “see” this picture in your head, you just visualized Ian’s truck farm. 

When you visualize, you are reading actively. You are paying attention to the text. This helps you 

make connections between ideas or events in the text, and understand the text better. 

When you visualize as 

you read, it’s as if your 

brain is making a movie 

about the text and you 

are the director. 
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow

Art Arfons was a famous racecar driver. His first car race did not go as planned. His 
racecar looked like a pile of junk. It had only three wheels. It was made of parts from other 
cars. It looked as if it would fall apart if the wind hit it. When the race started, Art hit the 
gas and his racecar took off -- sideways! It jumped to one side as if it did not know which 
way to go. Then it moved down the track. It went only a little way, shook like a wet dog, 
and then stopped.

1. Based on the paragraph above, Art’s racecar can best be described as

A. a powerful, well-made machine.

B. a piece of junk.

C. an expensive gift.

D. an example of new technology. 

2. Underline three words or phrases in the paragraph that help you “see” Art’s car and that support 

your answer choice in question 1.

At the time Thomas Jefferson was vice president of the United States, there was not 
a railroad anywhere in the world. There were no cars, buses, or airplanes. There were no 
wide, smooth highways like the ones we have today. Back then, the roads were bumpy and 
muddy and traveling on them was not easy. If a person had to go from one city to another, 
he or she rode a horse. The person and horse rode through mud and dust on bumpy roads. 
The two rode in all types of weather, even rain, ice, and snow.

3. Based on the paragraph above, travel during Jefferson’s time can best be described as

A. pleasant and easy.

B. an activity most people enjoyed.

C. difficult and uncomfortable.

D. surprisingly quick.

4. Underline three words or phrases in the paragraph that help you “see” what travel was like at that 

time and that support your answer choice in question 3. 
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the questions that follow.

The winter had been a hard one. The roof of the family’s small house had fallen in and 
the strong wind had broken a window. The house was ice cold. 

5. Based on the paragraph above, the family’s house can best be described as

A. safe.

B. pretty.

C. freezing.

D. crowded.

6. Underline three words or phrases in the paragraph that help you “see” the house and that support 

your answer choice in Question 5.
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When authors write, they often use words that help you “see” the text in your head. The ability 

to use words to create images in your head is called visualizing. When you visualize, you create 

pictures that you “see” in your head to connect what you know to what you are reading. This can 

help you understand something that is new or different. It can also help you remember what you 

read for a longer period of time. 

Even though visualizing is described as “seeing” the text in your head, it really uses all five 

senses: sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell. An author might describe the sound of thunder as 

a loud “BOOM!” that makes a building shake. This helps you both hear and feel the effects of the 

thunder. Or an author might use the words “crunchy,” “spicy,” or “sweet-smelling” to describe a 

type of food. This helps you imagine both the taste and the smell of the food. 

 ► Read this paragraph.

Imagine a large bird, such as an eagle or a peacock. This bird has brightly colored 
feathers of red, orange, yellow, and gold. They are the colors of fire, and of sunrise and 
sunset. It has bright blue eyes that shine like gems. It lives a very long life, more than five 
hundred years! As the bird grows old, it builds itself a large nest. The nest is made of strips 
of bark and sweet-smelling spices like cinnamon. Then the bird lights the nest with the 
clap of its wings. As the nest bursts into flames, this bird sheds its old life and dies. The fire 
turns to smoky ashes. Can you guess what happens next? A small, fuzzy baby chick rises 
up out of the ashes! It flies away to begin a brand-new life. This bird is called the phoenix 
(FEE-nicks). The phoenix is fictional, which means it does not exist in real life. However, it is 
a very popular bird in stories and myths.

In this paragraph, the author describes a certain bird -- a phoenix. The author even asks readers 

to “imagine a large bird,” so let’s do that. Look at the words and phrases the author uses to 

describe the bird: “brightly colored feathers of red, orange, yellow, and gold,” and “the colors of 

fire, and of sunrise and sunset.” It has “bright blue eyes that shine like gems.” These words help 

you create a detailed picture of a phoenix in your head: A phoenix is big and very colorful.

The author also describes the life cycle of the phoenix. The bird makes a large nest of bark and 

“sweet-smelling spices like cinnamon.” This lets you know the nest is big and probably smells 

very nice. The nest “bursts into flames,” and both the phoenix and the nest become “smoky 

ashes.” Most birds do not do this! The author not only gives us the surprising image of fire, which 

can be scary, but also gives a hint that this bird is very unusual. Then a “small, fuzzy” chick rises 

from the ashes and flies away. Throughout the text, the author uses words that affect your 

senses. As you visualize, you “see” the colors of the phoenix, “feel” the heat of the flames, “smell” 

the smoky ashes, and “feel” the soft fuzziness of the small chick.

Visualizing helps you connect the knowledge you already have with the people, places, things, 

and ideas an author writes about in a text. Visualizing uses all five senses to help you make a 

picture of something in your imagination, even if it does not exist in real life.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow. 

Long ago, people had a certain idea. They thought the sea was full of monsters. A sea 
serpent was one kind of sea monster. It looked like a huge snake. It had sharp teeth. It had 
red eyes. It could eat a person whole. In truth, it was probably an eel or an oar fish that 
people saw. An eel is long and thin. An oar fish is very long too. Both look like large snakes 
in the water.

1. Based on the paragraph above, which group of phrases best describes what a sea serpent looks 

like?

A. full of monsters, in the water

B. certain idea, eat a person

C. long ago, sea monster, oar fish

D. huge snake, sharp teeth, red eyes

The dirt and sand blew everywhere. People could not see through the dirt and sand. 
It was hard to breathe. Dirt was in their eyes and hair. It was in their clothes. It was in 
their food. It was in their water. It was in their houses. It covered the wheat in the fields. 
Everything was just miles and miles of dirt and sand. These “black storms” could turn day 
to night. 

2. Based on the paragraph above, which group of phrases best describes “black storms”?

A. in their food, in their water, wheat in the fields

B. dirt and sand, blew everywhere, turned day to night

C. hard to breathe, eyes and hair, clothes

D. could not see, everything was, miles and miles
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.  

An octopus is a very smart animal. Sometimes it will escape a tank. One scientist 
described how she once had to move an octopus from a small tank into a larger one. She 
caught the octopus in a net. But the octopus squeezed itself out of the net and dropped to 
the floor. Then it started to actually run. “I had to chase it, back and forth, like I was chasing 
a cat,” the scientist said. “It was so weird!”

 
3. Based on the paragraph above, which two answers help the reader “see” how the octopus 

behaved?

A. Then it started to actually run. "I had to chase it, back and forth, like I was chasing a cat."

B. An octopus is a very smart animal.

C. But the octopus squeezed itself out of the net and dropped to the floor. 

D. One scientist described how she once had to move an octopus from a small tank into a 

larger one.

E.  "It was so weird!"

You pick up a newspaper or turn on the TV, and there it is: an ad for some kind of food. 
Maybe it’s a close up picture of a hamburger. On a warm bun. With a bit of crisp, green 
lettuce. All of a sudden you’re hungry. You want a hamburger, right now. Even if you just 
ate dinner.

4. Based on the paragraph above, which group of phrases best helps the reader visualize the 

hamburger in the ad?

A. some kind of food, close up picture

B. pick up a newspaper, turn on the TV

C. warm bun, crisp green lettuce

D. you’re hungry, you just ate dinner
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 4: Use of Language  

4C Visualizing 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Give an example of how an author helps you form a picture in your mind about 
what you are reading. 

Basic Draw a picture of something that happened in a selection. 

Basic List words and phrases in a selection that helped you form a picture of a place, 
object, or event in a selection. 

Basic Authors often use words in the same way artists use paints to create a picture. 
Describe how an author used words in this way in a selection you read. 

Basic Create "Wanted" posters for three characters from one or more selections you 
have read. Describe the characters by comparing them to something else by using 
the word "like." For example, "Her eyes were like shiny brown beads." 

Intermediate Describe an example of a particularly vivid scene from a selection. Explain what 
technique the author used to create such a clear picture of the setting or event you 
found memorable. 

Intermediate Pick an event from a selection and describe how you would make it into a scene for 
a movie. 

Intermediate Explain how and why visions or pictures of a character, setting, or event develop 
and change with the introduction of new information. Use details from a selection 
you have read to illustrate and support your explanation. 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Describe how you relate scenes you visualize from reading with real life scenes. 
Give examples. 

Intermediate How has visualizing helped you understand a selection when an author changes a 
point of view? Describe your visualization of the same scene through the eyes of 
different characters. 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Write a paragraph that describes a person or character in a selection that you have 
read. Use as many details as possible so people who read your description can get 
a picture in their minds. 
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