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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Use of Language – Visualizing

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Visualizing. 
Visualizing is the process of forming mental images or pictures 
while you read to help you “see” things in the text. When readers 
visualize, they create a picture in the mind based on the author’s 
descriptions of things in a text.
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Use of Language
Visualizing 

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Authors choose their words carefully. They use words to teach, 

explain, describe, and entertain, among many other purposes. They 

also use words to help readers visualize, or create a mental image. 

The words help you form pictures (or a movie) in your head, which 

allow you to “see” characters, settings, and action. Visualizing not 

only helps you better understand what you are reading -- it makes 

reading more enjoyable.

An author’s words in informational texts can help you visualize 

real people, places, and events. An author’s words in works of fiction can help you imagine how 

characters look, act, and interact with other characters.  Look for words and phrases in texts that 

an author has included to help you start a movie in your head. 

It’s important to note that each person visualizes an author’s words in his or her own way. For 

example, did you read the Harry Potter books before seeing the Harry Potter movies? The author 

of the books, J.K. Rowling, provides wonderful details about how characters look and how they 

act. You formed mental images of these characters as you read. When you saw the movies, 

did the characters look exactly as you imagined them? Maybe not, but that’s okay. The idea of 

visualizing is to make an author’s words come to life in your head in a way that is meaningful to 

you. It’s your interpretation of those words that creates your mental images.  

 ► Read this excerpt from Anne of Green Gables:

A huge cherry tree grew outside, so close that its boughs tapped against the house, and 
it was so thick-set with blossoms that hardly a leaf was to be seen. On both sides of the 
house was a big orchard, one of apple trees and one of cherry trees, also showered over 
with blossoms; and their grass was all sprinkled with dandelions. In the garden below were 
lilac trees purple with flowers, and their dizzily sweet fragrance drifted up to the window 
on the morning wind.

What kind of mental picture does this image create? The author’s words suggest a lush, 

blooming garden, filled with fragrant flowers. These are the words and phrases that help  

you visualize:

huge cherry tree grew outside  showered over with blossoms

 so thick-set with blossoms grass was all sprinkled with dandelions

on both sides of the house was a big orchard lilac trees purple with flowers

As you read, try to 

visualize. Create a 

movie in your head of 

characters and settings.
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 ► Read this excerpt from The Wizard of Oz:

Their house was small, for the lumber to build it had to be carried by wagon many miles. 
There were four walls, a floor and a roof, which made one room; and this room contained 
a rusty looking cookstove, a cupboard for the dishes, a table, three or four chairs, and 
the beds. Uncle Henry and Aunt Em had a big bed in one corner, and Dorothy a little bed 
in another corner. There was no garret at all, and no cellar--except a small hole dug in 
the ground, called a cyclone cellar, where the family could go in case one of those great 
whirlwinds arose, mighty enough to crush any building in its path. It was reached by a trap 
door in the middle of the floor, from which a ladder led down into the small, dark hole.

What kind of mental image does this create? Here, the author is describing the contents 

of small, sparse home in a tornado-prone area. These are the words and phrases that 

helped you to visualize:

  house was small a big bed in one corner

made one room a little bed in another corner

a rusty looking cookstove, a cupboard  
for the dishes, a table

a cyclone cellar, where the family could go

three or four chairs, and the beds
which a ladder led down into  

the small, dark hole
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 ► Read each excerpt and underline the words and phrases that help you create a mental image. 
Then write a sentence that describes what you visualized.

From a text about The Great Smog of 1952: 

On December 5, there was no wind at all to blow away the smoke and pollution. The 
smoke and pollution mixed with the water droplets in the mist and fog and created smog. 
The smog grew thicker and thicker and hung over London. It was said to be the worst 
smog ever by Londoners at the time. A dirty, dark, yellow smog with a very strong chemical 
smell, it left everything covered in sticky, black soot. People bought “smog masks” from 
chemist shops to try and filter out the deadly chemicals.

1. Underlined text

2. What did you visualize?

From a text about Caesar Rodney:

A dust-caked messenger reined in at “Poplar Grove,” Caesar Rodney’s rambling 
farmhouse on the outskirts of Dover in the colony of Delaware. It was almost 2 a.m. on 
July 2, 1776, and the house was quiet and dark. Moments later, lights flickered and Rodney 
himself — farmer, militia commander, and delegate to the Continental Congress — swung 
open the door. The rider spoke. “I have an urgent message for Caesar Rodney’s immediate 
attention.” “I am Rodney,” the farmer said. The messenger pulled out a letter, and handed 
it to Rodney, who read it quickly. Caesar Rodney was needed at once in Philadelphia, 
where the Continental Congress was in session, preparing to vote on the question of 
independence, perhaps before this very day ended.

3. Underlined text

4. What did you visualize? 
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From a text about a seismic event that occurred long ago:  

The volcano erupted with such force and violence that rocks were hurled a mile into the 
sky. Lava poured out of the enormous hole where the top of the mountain had been. Lava 
rushed down the mountain slopes toward the village, covering everything in its path. Shock 
waves stirred the ocean and falling rock brought it to a boil. A wave, hundreds of feet 
high, rushed south across the sea and reached Crete, 70 miles away. The people were not 
prepared for the enormous wall of water. Its force carried boats in the harbor inland. The 
wave swept over the houses and raged across the island of Crete.

5. Underlined text

6. What did you visualize? 

From “A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court” by Mark Twain:

When I came to again, I was sitting under an oak tree, on the grass, with a whole 
beautiful and broad country landscape all to myself—nearly.  Not entirely; for there was 
a fellow on a horse, looking down at me—a fellow fresh out of a picture-book.  He was in 
old-time iron armor from head to heel, with a helmet on his head the shape of a nail-keg 
with slits in it; and he had a shield, and a sword, and a prodigious spear; and his horse had 
armor on, too, and a steel horn projecting from his forehead, and gorgeous red and green 
silk trappings that hung down all around him like a bedquilt, nearly to the ground.

7. Underlined text

8. What did you visualize?
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Visualizing
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 4: Use of Language  

4C Visualizing 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Give an example of how an author helps you form a picture in your mind about 
what you are reading. 

Basic Draw a picture of something that happened in a selection. 

Basic List words and phrases in a selection that helped you form a picture of a place, 
object, or event in a selection. 

Basic Authors often use words in the same way artists use paints to create a picture. 
Describe how an author used words in this way in a selection you read. 

Basic Create "Wanted" posters for three characters from one or more selections you 
have read. Describe the characters by comparing them to something else by using 
the word "like." For example, "Her eyes were like shiny brown beads." 

Intermediate Describe an example of a particularly vivid scene from a selection. Explain what 
technique the author used to create such a clear picture of the setting or event you 
found memorable. 

Intermediate Pick an event from a selection and describe how you would make it into a scene for 
a movie. 

Intermediate Explain how and why visions or pictures of a character, setting, or event develop 
and change with the introduction of new information. Use details from a selection 
you have read to illustrate and support your explanation. 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Describe how you relate scenes you visualize from reading with real life scenes. 
Give examples. 

Intermediate How has visualizing helped you understand a selection when an author changes a 
point of view? Describe your visualization of the same scene through the eyes of 
different characters. 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Write a paragraph that describes a person or character in a selection that you have 
read. Use as many details as possible so people who read your description can get 
a picture in their minds. 
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Visualizing 
What Am I Visualizing?

Use of Language

Visualization

In my head I can picture...

Reasons:

Visualization

In my head I can picture...

Reasons:

Visualization

In my head I can picture...

Reasons:

Visualization

In my head I can picture...

Reasons:

Title or Character
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