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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Text Structure – Examining Text Structure

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Examining 
Text Structure. Text structure is the way authors organize and 
present ideas or information in a text. When readers examine 
text structure, they analyze how information and text elements 
(like sentences, paragraphs, or chapters) are arranged in a 
written piece.
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B A S I C

Before authors write, they make a plan. They figure out what they are going to write. They figure 

out where the information should go in a text. When authors do this, they use text structure. Text 

structure is the way information is organized, or set up, in a text. 

 

Why is text structure important? Because different kinds of texts are written in different ways. 

This also means texts are read in different ways.  

 

For example, suppose you want to cook a meal. You might read a recipe. A recipe is written in 

a certain way. It is written as a set of steps. It tells you what you need to cook the meal. It tells 

you how to cook the meal. You follow the steps in a certain order. When you follow the steps 

correctly, you will have a cooked meal at the end.  

 

The text structure of the recipe is important. A recipe is not written like a story, for instance. It 

does not have characters or a narrator. It does not begin with, “Once upon a time, there was a 

recipe.” It is also not written like a thank-you letter. It does not begin with, “Dear reader, thank you 

for this recipe.” A recipe would not make much sense if it were written in either of those ways! 

 

There are many different types of text structures. Here are some very common ones.

TYPE OF TEXT 

STRUCTURE                               

WHAT WOULD YOU SEE IN  

THIS TYPE OF STRUCTURE?

WHAT KIND OF WRITING WOULD 

USE THIS TEXT STRUCTURE?

Process
a set of steps that explain  

how to do something
a recipe, a sewing pattern, directions 

on how to build something

Sequence
events that happen  
in a certain order

a book about the life cycle of a frog, a 
weather report about how a storm forms

Cause and Effect
an event that causes another  

event to happen
an article about how the moon  

causes the tides to change

Problem and Solution
a problem and ideas  

on how to fix it
a selection about the growing amount  

of garbage and how to recycle it

Description
how something looks, sounds,  

smells, feels, or tastes 
an essay about a family pet,  

an email to a friend about a trip

Compare and 
Contrast

how two things are  
the same or different

an article about how the seasons of the 
year are different, an essay about how 

cars and trucks are alike 

How is text structure helpful? Knowing the text structure can help you better understand the 

information in a text. It can help you remember the information better, too.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Most people sleep for about eight hours a night. Sleep happens in different stages, or 
parts. Each night you get into bed. You close your eyes. Then you enter the first stage. This 
is a light sleep. You can wake up easily from this stage. A few minutes later you go into the 
second stage. This is a deeper sleep. It is a little harder to wake up. Then you move into the 
third stage. This is even deeper. Finally, you move to a fourth stage. This is the deepest. It is 
very hard to wake up at this time.

1. The paragraph above explains events that happen in a certain order. The text structure of this 

paragraph can best be described as 

A. cause and effect.

B. a sequence.

C. a description.

D. compare and contrast.

National parks are special places for people to visit. What can you see in these parks? 
Most have many kinds of animals. Some parks have high mountains. Some are next to an 
ocean. One national park has the tallest trees in the world. Another has a giant waterfall. 
One special park has a large canyon. A canyon is a deep valley. It has steep sides. The 
canyon is in Grand Canyon National Park. People from around the world go to this park.

2. The paragraph above tells what different national parks look like. The text structure of this 

paragraph can best be described as 

A. a description.

B. cause and effect.

C. a process.

D. problem and solution.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Cat or dog? Which animal is better? Both like to be around humans. Both make very 
good family pets. But some people think one animal is better than the other. Which is 
easier to train? A dog can understand about 165 words. A cat can understand only about 
35 words. This makes a dog a little easier to train. Which animal is cleaner? Both pets need 
people to care for them. A dog needs a bath once in a while. But a cat cleans itself all the 
time. This means the cat is a little better at taking care of itself.   

3. The paragraph above explains how a cat and a dog are both the same and different. The text 

structure of this paragraph can best be described as

A. a process.

B. problem and solution.

C. a sequence.

D. compare and contrast.

Life in a busy city can get crowded. There are a lot of people. There are a lot of 
buildings. There isn’t always a lot of open space. There may not be room for a garden or a 
playground. But there is room for these things, if you know where to look. Look up! How 
often do people think about the roof? Probably not that much. But every building has a 
roof. That’s a lot of extra space that’s not being used. And in the city, many roof tops are 
flat. This means they can be turned into some great useful places.

4. The paragraph explains the problem of crowded cities and how a roof can be turned into helpful 

open space. The text structure of this paragraph can best be described as

A. a sequence

B. a description.

C. problem and solution.

D. cause and effect.
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When authors write, they give information. Each author has to figure out the best way to give 

that information to readers. Suppose an author wants to write about bats. Bats are animals that 

can fly. They come out at night. The author might choose to write a narrative story about bats. 

What does “narrative” mean? It means the text has a narrator, or someone who tells the story. 

Narrative writing always tells a story. The story might be made up. Or, the story might be true. 

Either way, a narrative story always has at least one character in it. It usually has speaking in it. 

The speaking would use words such as “I,” “me,” or “we.” It also has a plot. This means the story 

has a beginning, a middle, and an end. 

A made-up narrative story about a bat might look like this.

“I’m so happy!” said Barty the bat. His family was going on a trip. They were going to see 
his cousins. Barty loved trips. He loved flying through the cool night air with his family. He 
also had hundreds of cousins. “I can’t wait to go and see them all!” he thought to himself.

(Bats don’t speak, so this narrative is made up.)

A true narrative story about a bat might look like this.

“I’ve always liked bats,” said Dr. Helen Smith. “That’s why I became a bat scientist. I study 
everything about their lives. Did you know bats can eat more than 6,000 insects every 
night? I learned that on a trip I took. I went to an area where a lot of bats lived. When they 
came out at night, there were hundreds of them!”

(When a real person tells about something he or she has seen or done, then the narrative is true.)

Of course, an author might choose to write about bats in another way. An author might write a 

text about bats that does not use a narrator and does not tell a story. Instead, an author might 

write down facts about bats in a paragraph. Or, list facts about bats in a chart. This kind of text 

is called non-narrative. (The “non” means “not.”) Most non-narrative texts are about real or true 

things.

 A non-narrative text about bats might look like this.

Bats can be found in many areas of the world. Most bats come out only at night. When 
the sun sets, bats go out and hunt for food. Bats often hunt in groups of hundreds, or even 
thousands.

This table can help tell the difference between a narrative and a non-narrative text.

 NARRATIVE 

TEXT

tells a story, has a 
beginning, middle, 

and end 

has characters, has 
speaking that uses 

pronouns 

can be real or  
made up 

NON-NARRATIVE 
TEXT

lists facts, might use 
graphs or charts

does not have 
characters and speaking

is usually real
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

The cricket and the toad were good friends. They sat by the pond every day.

One day the toad had a great idea. He said to the cricket, “Why don’t you come to my 
house for dinner? We can share a big fat bug. What do you say?”

“Sure!” said the cricket. “I’d love to.”

1. The paragraph above has animals in it that speak to each other. The text structure can best be 

described as a

A. non-narrative text that uses charts.

B. narrative text that is true.

C. non-narrative text that states facts.

D. narrative text that is made up.

The wind helps the earth in many ways. The wind helps people and animals stay cool on 
a hot day. The wind also helps new plants to grow. The wind will carry the seeds of plants 
from place to place. Then plants can grow in a new area.

2. The paragraph above gives information about the wind. It does not have characters in it. Its text 

structure can best be described as a

A. non-narrative text that states facts.

B. non-narrative text that has speaking in it.

C. narrative text that is true.

D. narrative text that is made up.

The following paragraph is from a selection about a man named Julius. Julius lived many 
years ago in Europe, and was a clown in a circus.

I was born in a circus wagon. It happened in this way. My mother had been a dancer 
on the stage. My father was a dancer and an acrobat. They used their savings to buy a 
small circus. In those days, Europe had many small circuses. They would travel from town 
to town. When the circus was in town, people from all over would come to see it. It was 
always a big event.

3. In the paragraph above, a person is telling about a part of his life. The text structure in this 

paragraph can best be described as a

A. non-narrative text that is made up.

B. narrative text that is made up.

C. narrative text that is true.

D. non-narrative text that is true.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows.

In the center of America is a huge stretch of flat land. It is called the Great Plains. It goes 
from Canada to Texas. The only thing that grows there is thick grass. A wind always blows. 
It is hot and dry. Only about ten inches of rain fall each year. There are no rivers or lakes. 
The early settlers left the plains alone. They thought it was not good farmland. There was 
not enough water.

4. The paragraph above gives information about a certain area in America. It does not have 

characters or speaking in it. The text structure of the paragraph can best be described as a

A. narrative text that is made up.

B. narrative text that is true.

C. non-narrative text that is made up.

D. non-narrative text that is true.
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When you read, it is helpful to pay attention to the words an author uses. An author may use 

certain words to let you know when something in the text is about to change. These kinds of 

words are called transition words. “Transition” means some kind of movement or change. A 

transition word acts as a signal. It lets you know that something in the text, such as an idea or a 

character, is moving or changing. A group of words that does this is called a transition phrase. 

Some transition words and phrases give the idea that whatever comes next will agree with, or 

add to, information that was already stated.

My dog knows the commands “sit” and “stay.” Also, he’s learning “roll over.” 

The word “also” is a signal that more of the same kind of information is coming.

My brother is a good cook. For example, he made a tasty dinner last night. 

The phrase “for example” is a signal that a certain detail or piece of support is coming.

Other transition words and phrases do the opposite. They give the idea that whatever comes 

next will not agree with information that was already stated. Or, it may move the action or idea in 

the sentence in another direction.

Ted wanted to ride his bike but decided to take a walk.

The word “but” is a signal that the action in the second half of the sentence is different than the 

action in the first half. The action changed from riding a bike to taking a walk.

Simone said she left the book on the desk, yet when she went back to get it, it was not there.

The word “yet” is a signal that the information that follows it does not agree with the information 

that came before it. The book was there, then it was not.

Here are some transitional words and phrases that are used to show agreement or addition.

also for example in addition as well as

another like together with again

such as actually further plus

too first, second in order to so

Here are some transitional words and phrases that are used to show opposites or disagreement.

but yet although however

then again though unlike besides

rather or on the other hand in contrast

otherwise still even though even if
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

What if you had no name? What would your life be like? You may hear “Hey, you!” a lot. 
For example: “Hey, you! Time to eat!” And, “Hey, you! Want to play ball?” There is also, 
“Hey, you! How come you don’t have a name?”

1. In the paragraph above, the transition words “for example,” “and,” and “also” (in bold) are signals 

that the information that follows them

A. agrees or adds to the information that came before them.

B. has nothing to do with the information that came before them.

C. gives actions that must be done in a certain order.

D. does not agree with anything stated in the paragraph.

Billy lived with his mother and sister in a very small house. Billy’s room was the tiniest. 
It was up, up, up in the attic. But Billy didn’t mind. He thought sleeping in his room was 
almost like sleeping in a tree house.

2. In the paragraph above, the transition word “but” (in bold) is a signal that whatever comes next 

will not agree with what came before it. It means that Billy

A. was angry that his sister picked her room first.

B. was fine with a room that was both tiny and way up.

C. wanted a different room in the house.

D. wanted to sleep in the trees.

 

When Jane Goodall was one year old, her father gave her a special gift: a toy 
chimpanzee. It was brown and cuddly. Jane loved it as soon as she saw it. She took 
her new friend with her wherever she went. That was the first time Jane ever saw a 
chimpanzee. Yet it would not be her last. Today Jane Goodall is known as one of the best 
chimpanzee scientists in the world.

3. In the paragraph above, the transition word “yet” (in bold) is a signal that the information that 

follows it will be opposite of what came before it. It gives the idea that Jane

A. is a famous scientist.

B. had many toy chimpanzees.

C. liked making new friends.

D. would see more chimpanzees.
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 ► Read thIs paragraph and answer the question that follows.

A long time ago, people began to sail on the sea. The sea was new to them. They did not 
know much about it. Often, they were scared of the sea. Why? Unlike land, the sea moves. 
It is cold and dark. It is deep. People cannot live in the sea. We cannot drink seawater. 

4. In the paragraph above, the transition word “unlike” (in bold) is a signal that the information that 

follows it will not agree with the information that came before it. It means that

A. people do not like sailing.

B. the sea is different from land. 

C. people were scared of the land.

D. the sea has no end.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 5: Structure  

5A Examining Text Structure 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe an author's use of symbols in a selection that you have read. Explain what 
the symbols mean and how they connect to the characters and events in the 
selection. 

Basic Explain an author's use of description in a selection, and how the description 
shaped the way you viewed and understood the person, object, or event described. 

Intermediate Describe an author's use of symbols in a selection that you have read. Explain what 
the symbols represent and how they are applied to the characters and events in 
the selection. 

Intermediate Describe an author's use of sensory details in a selection that you have read. 
Explain how the author shared information through descriptions that use sight, 
sound, taste, smell, or touch. 

Intermediate Explain an author's use of description in a selection, and how the description 
shaped the way you viewed and understood the person, object, or event described. 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Basic Why would an author choose to tell a story that does not follow chronological 
order? Use an example from a fictional story you have read to support your 
argument. 

Intermediate Explain why an author chose to organize a selection's plot in an unconventional 
way. What benefits or disadvantages resulted from the action being presented in 
this way? 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Select two Non-fiction texts that use different types of text structure to present 
information. Explain why the author's of each selection would chose one kind of 
structure rather than the other. 

Basic Write step-by-step instructions for someone who wants to write a selection on one 
of the following topics: sharks, basketball, or recycling. Include as many details 
about this process as you can. 

Intermediate Choose an informational text that presents information in a cause-and-effect or 
problem-and-solution manner. Describe why the organization of information did 
(or did not) help you understand the main idea of the selection. 
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What text structure is the author using?

Write two summary questions that this text answers. 

What type of structure does this text have?

What are some signal words the author uses 

in the text?

How do you know? Explain.

1.

2.

Describe the type of paragraph frames the author uses in the text.

Examining Text Structure

Text Structure

Visit the Reading Plus Learn Site for additional resources for this skill.
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