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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Text Structure – Examining Text Structure

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Examining 
Text Structure. Text structure is the way authors organize and 
present ideas or information in a text. When readers examine 
text structure, they analyze how information and text elements 
(like sentences, paragraphs, or chapters) are arranged in a 
written piece.
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Text Structure
Examining Text Structure

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Text structure is the way information is shared in a written piece. Text structure is based largely on 
the purpose of the text. In other words, what is the text supposed to do? And what is the best way 
for the text to do it? You probably know many different types of text structures already. One very 
common type of text structure is called narrative. Another is called non-narrative. How can you tell 
the difference between the two? Let’s take a look.

A narrative text uses a narrator to tell a story or give information. The narrator is the voice that the 
author uses to tell you what happens next. A narrative has at least one character in it. Most narratives 
use dialogue (speaking between characters). Dialogue can be used to give information and move the 

plot (story line) along.

What can you tell from the above example? There are at least two characters in the story (a husband 
and a wife). There is the hint of a third character (a talking fish). You also can tell that the husband 
and wife might not agree. They have two different points of view about the talking fish. The husband 
thought it was right to let it go. But the wife believed the fish could give them things that they 
wanted. This causes the series of actions between the characters to continue. This helps to move the 
plot along. 

However, some narrative texts do not use dialogue. Sometimes the narrator is the only voice in the 
text. There are no other characters, so there is no one else speaking. These types of narratives still tell 

about events or share information. They just do so from one person’s point of view or experience.

In 1862 I was 10 years old. My family moved to the prairie that year. I was unhappy about 
leaving Virginia, the only place I had ever lived. I knew I would miss it terribly. I blamed the 
United States government for my problem. Congress had passed a law that year, called the 
Homestead Act. The act promised free land to almost anyone who wanted it. But the land 
was located out West on the American frontier, far from my Virginia home.

You can tell from the above example that the narrator had an experience as a child. This experience 
caused her feelings of sadness.

A narrative can be fiction (made up) or nonfiction (true). How can you tell the difference? Most short 
stories and novels are fiction. Anything with “fiction” in the description is a work of the imagination.  
For example, science fiction are stories that are made up. So are mystery and detective fiction stories. 
The characters in these stories are not real people. The events in the stories did not really happen.

However, some narratives are nonfiction. They are about real people and events. A biography is 
nonfiction. It is the true account of a person’s life written by someone else. An autobiography is 
also nonfiction. It is the true account of a person’s life written by that person (“auto” means “self”). 
Narrative nonfiction can also include letters and journals. It includes diaries and speeches. It includes 

personal essays and opinion pieces.  

“Well, husband,” said the wife, “what did you catch today?”
“Well,” said the man, “I did catch a talking fish. But it said it was a prince under a spell, 

so I let it go.”
“Oh dear!” said the wife. “Did you make a wish? Such a fish could grant us that! You 

must call it back! Our house is so small. Wish for a big castle for us, and be quick!”
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    Libraries and bookstores are divided into fiction and nonfiction sections. This makes it easy for you to    
    choose the kind of narrative you want to read.

    On the other hand, a non-narrative text does not have a narrator. It does not use characters or dialogue  
    to give information. Instead, it shares information by stating facts.

    You have probably used a lot of textbooks in your classes. A textbook is one of the most common  
    non-narrative texts. It has information that is broken down into chapters. Many textbooks also have  
    tables, charts, or graphs. Most non-narrative texts are nonfiction. This means they are about people,   
    places, and events that are real.

Take a minute to look at the things that are part of everyday life. A bus, a building, a 
lamp, a jar of jam -- can you guess what they all have in common? Glass! Glass has many 
useful traits. It is fairly easy to make, and it doesn’t cost much money. It can be made into 
a piece of art or used to build a rocket ship. It can be used over and over again without 
losing quality or strength. Believe it or not, humans have been making glass for thousands 
of years.

The above example gives you information about glass in a clear and direct way. 

There are other types of popular non-narrative texts. Does your science class have a lab? If so, you 
have probably read (or had to write) a lab report. A lab report is often used to explain an experiment. 
Maybe you read (or had to write) a book review for an English class. A book report lists the major 
characters in a story. It also tells about the events that happened in the plot. Do you keep up with 
news or current events? If so, you have probably read articles in a newspaper or online. Articles are 
also types of non-narrative texts. They may use outlines to group information in a certain way. They 
may use timelines to show events in history. They may use numbers to list the steps in a process. 
They may give you a set of directions to follow. Do you use a weekly planner to keep track of your 
homework and projects? Or do you use a calendar to write down important events on certain dates? 
These are all examples of non-narrative texts.

  

Text Structure
Examining Text Structure

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

Forests are the end product of a process that has been taking place since time began. 
This is the process by which rock breaks down and soil is formed. Later, the soil becomes 
covered with forests. Today, the process continues in much the same way as it did when 
the world was young.

1. What type of text structure is used in the paragraph above, and what clue in the text supports 

this?

A. non-narrative nonfiction, because it states facts and does not use a narrator

B. narrative nonfiction, because it tells about the real experience of one person

C. non-narrative nonfiction, because it describes events that cannot happen in real life

D. narrative fiction, because it uses a narrator and the events are imaginary

2. This paragraph can best be described as narrative fiction for two reasons. What are the two 

reasons?

A. It has a talking animal in it.

B. It uses dialogue. 

C. It takes place in the past.

D. It tells about a true event.

   E. It gives a list of instructions.

The rabbit decided to prove he was the best animal to be king. “This meeting is over,” he 
shouted. “Come back tomorrow. We will have a very important meeting!” He jumped off 
the rock. He hurried home to his rabbit hole. He had a lot of thinking to do.

5A
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

Braille is a special kind of written language. It is for people who cannot see. The 
language is made up of groups of raised dots. “Raised” means the dots can be felt on a 
page. Braille is named for Louis Braille, the man who created it.

3. What type of text structure is used in this paragraph about Braille, and what clue in the text 

supports this?

A. narrative fiction, because it uses characters and dialogue

B. narrative fiction, because it describes imaginary events

C. non-narrative nonfiction, because the events take place in the future

D. non-narrative nonfiction, because it states facts and does not use a narrator

On Thursday, I received a message from Anjer, a city 90 miles away on the northwest 
coast of Java. The message said that a volcano had broken out at Krakatoa Island, which is 
about 30 miles west of Anjer. The island was in a body of water called Sunda Strait.

4. This paragraph above tells about an actual event in history. This paragraph can best be described 

as narrative because it

A. includes a list of facts and information.

B. has more than one character in it. 

C. uses one specific person’s voice to tell what happens.

D. takes place in a setting that is not real.

5A
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

A narrative is a type of text structure. It uses a narrator to tell a story. A narrative can be fiction (made 
up) or nonfiction (true). How can you tell if a text is narrative? There are certain clues in the text that 
can help you figure this out. These clues include narrator, dialogue, setting, and plot. 

Narrator: The narrator is the voice the author uses to tell you what happens next. The narrator may 
or may not be a character in a story. Does the narrative voice use personal pronouns such as “I,” “me,” 
“us,” or “we”? If yes, then the narrator is part of the story. Here is an example: 

I hated science. I really did. I used to think it was boring, but then Mr. A started to teach 
at my school. He did some crazy things in class to get the attention of the class. He said it 
was his job to make us like science, and he did his job very well!

This kind of narrator can tell you his or her own thoughts, but does not usually know the 
thoughts of others.

Suppose the narrator does not use “I” or “me” at all. Instead, the narrator uses only characters’ names 
or “he,” “she,” or “they” to tell what happens. In this case, the narrator is not a character in the story. 
Here is an example:

Long ago, a lion ruled a jungle. The lion was king of all the creatures in the jungle. He 
became king because no other creature could fool him. Most of the creatures that lived in 
the jungle liked the lion. But one creature did not. A tiny mosquito disliked the king.

This type of narrator usually knows everything about the characters, including their thoughts. 

Dialogue: Dialogue is the words spoken by the characters. Dialogue has quotation marks around 
it, which shows the words are being said by a character. Dialogue is often used to give readers 
information about characters and events, and helps move the story along. Here is an example:

“How rich is my friend Midas!” the smiling man said. “No other man in the world has as much!” 
“I wish it were more,” said Midas, “and it takes so much labor to get! I am tired of working so 

hard for each small coin. How I wish that everything I touch could change to gold!”

This dialogue tells you that Midas is rich but unhappy. Midas wishes that he didn’t have to work 
so much to earn his gold.

Setting: The setting is where and when the actions and events take place. The setting can give 
background information about the characters and help to set the mood of the story. Here is an 
example:

It was a dark September morning. There was a storm at sea. A ship had sailed close to 
the shore and crashed on some sharp rocks. It had been split in two by the powerful waves. 
Half of the ship had been carried to the bottom of the sea. The other half of the ship lay on 
the rocks. Some of the crew was still alive. But the waves were dashing over the wreck. In a 
little while, the waves would carry it to the bottom as well.

This setting describes a dark morning. There was a storm at sea. A ship crashed on the rocks, 
and only some of the crew was still alive. This setting lets you know from the start that the 
characters are in trouble and need help. The setting also helps to set a mood that is scary and 
tense. 
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Plot: A narrative has three basic parts: a beginning, a middle, and an end. The beginning describes the 
characters and the setting. It usually also states the conflict or the problem. Here is an example:

“Grandpa, why are you closing the fishing camp?” Jake asked. “Why now?”
“I can’t pay the bills,” Grandpa said. “Remember when I lost my job last year? Well, there 

hasn’t been much money.”
“Can’t you get help?”
“I’ve tried.” Grandpa shook his head. “Times are hard. Very hard. I love Camp Emerson. 

It’s my life. I sure will miss those kids this summer.”

    The middle describes the main events. It describes the high point of the story, or the point at which the  
    problem changes.

The next day at school, Jake talked to his friends. “We need to save the camp. For 
Grandpa’s kids.”

Anna, Jake’s best friend, said, “Maybe we can have a bake sale.”
“That wouldn’t make enough money,” Jake said. “But maybe we could get the whole 

school to help out.”
That afternoon, Jake met with the school principal. The news wasn’t good. “I can’t let 

you use the school,” she said. “I’m sorry, Jake. I know Camp Emerson is a good cause.”
That evening, Jake asked his parents for help.”Times are tough for us, too,” his mom said. 

“We can barely pay our own bills.” She reached across the table and held Jake’s hand. “I 
know Grandpa loves the camp. He’s always said we should help the poor whenever we can. 
But we just don’t have the money.”

Jake sighed. It looked like his plan to help wasn’t going to work after all.

    The end describes how the problem is fixed. It gives an ending to the story. 

Two weeks passed. Over 100 fishermen signed up for the contest. They paid $50 each. 
The prize was $500. With the money left over, Jake’s grandfather would be able to save the 
camp.

The day of the contest came. Jake’s parents drove him to the lake. At the camp, Jake 
got out of the car. His father stopped him. “Son, I’m so proud of you. You wanted to save 
the camp. And you did. We know it means a lot to Grandpa.”

“Thanks, Dad,” Jake said. Then he ran to his Grandpa. “We did it, Grandpa!” he yelled.

    Clues such as narrator, dialogue, setting, and plot can help you recognize narrative texts.

Text Structure
Examining Text Structure 

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

Each boy in the class had fixed his mind on two objects: the calendar and the clock. On 
the calendar, JUNE 20 stood out in big black lettering. The clock pointed to the hour of 
three. Exactly 60 minutes stood between us and summer vacation. It was the day of our 
dreams. It was the last day of school! We had thought of this day far back when snow still 
covered the ground. We were eager for it. We lived in hope of it. Tomorrow the school bell 
would be silent.

1. The setting of this paragraph can best be described as a

A. classroom on the last day of school.

B. loud and crowded school playground.

C. quiet corner of a school library.

D. nearly empty school cafeteria.

2. Which statement about the narrator is correct?

A. He is not a character in the text.

B. He is the teacher of the class.

C. He is a student in the class.

D. He is outside the school looking in.

For more than six weeks, no rain had fallen along the southwest side of the Adirondacks, 
mountains in northeastern New York. The ground was parched. In every direction from 
Seabury Settlement, a logging town, fires had been burning through the forest. As yet, the 
nearby valley escaped the fire. But one night, a careless man threw a burning match into 
a pile of brush. When morning came, the west wind was blowing up the valley. It was filled 
with ash. It was warm with the fire that was coming eastward toward the settlement in a 
line a mile wide.

3. This paragraph can best be described as the beginning part of the plot because it

A. shows how the main problem was fixed.

B. gives an ending to the text.

C. describes the setting and the main problem.

D. lists the main characters.

4. The setting of this paragraph creates a mood that can best be described as

A. exciting.

B. funny.

C. comfortable.

D. dangerous.

5A
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

The morning after my teacher came, she led me into her room. She gave me a doll. 
The little blind children at the Perkins Institution had sent it. But I did not know this until 
afterward. When I had played with it a little while, Miss Sullivan slowly spelled into my hand 
the word “d-o-l-l.” I was at once interested in this finger play and tried to imitate it. When 
I finally succeeded in making the letters correctly, I was flushed with childish pleasure and 
pride.

5. The narrator of this text is also a character in the text. Which clue supports this?

A. the use of quotation marks around “d-o-l-l”

B. the use of the personal pronouns “me” and “I”

C. the use of the name “Miss Sullivan” 

D. the use of the name “Perkins Institution”
 

Animals and birds were getting ready for winter. The Native Americans were getting 
ready too, for they left their homes in the winter. When snow and ice covered the ground, 
it was very hard to find food. In winter, Native Americans had to head south in search of 
things to eat. Every person in the tribe was hard at work getting ready to leave. Every 
person but one, that is!

“I will not leave,” young Shingebis said as he sat down on a rock.
“But you must come with us,” the other people said. “Soon Big Chief North Wind will 

come blowing across the land, and you will freeze if you stay here. You cannot face the 
might of Big Chief North Wind. He can blow the biggest trees over, and he will fill the rivers 
and lakes with ice. Things will get very bad for you.”

6. Shingebis said, “I will not leave.” What do his words say about his character?

A. He had his own ideas and was determined to follow them.

B. He thought he would be safer if he stayed with the tribe.

C. He was worried that others would think he was afraid.

D. He felt sad and lonely that the tribe would not stay with him. 
 

7. Which statement about the narrator is correct?

A. The narrator is Shingebis.

B. The narrator is not a character in the text.

C. The narrator is a member of the tribe.

D. The narrator is Big Chief North Wind.

5A
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

Text structure is the way a text is written. It is the way information is given in a text. Some types 

of texts are non-narrative. This means the text does not use a narrator to give information. It also 

does not have any characters or dialogue in it. Instead, it shares information by stating facts. 

Most non-narrative texts are nonfiction. This means they are about people or events that are 

true or real. You probably already know many types of non-narrative texts that are used in most 

classrooms. Following are some examples of very common types of non-narrative texts.  

 

A descriptive text tells what something looks like, sounds like, smells like, or feels like. It uses 

words that appeal to your senses to help you understand the physical appearance of something 

or someone. Here is an example of a descriptive text:  

A new cloud has very little water in it. It looks fluffy and white. As the cloud begins to 
fill with water, it turns from white to light gray. As it gets colder, it fills with more water 
and changes from light to dark gray. Finally, the cloud is so full that the water falls to the 
ground. This is called precipitation. We see precipitation most often as rain or snow.

Notice how the author’s use of colors and description of temperature help you “see” the changes 

in the cloud and “feel” the changes in the weather.

A problem-and-solution text tells about something that needs to be fixed or made right. It 

states an issue or a problem and offers one or more ways to solve or fix it. Here is an example of 

a problem-and-solution text:

Americans throw out about 250 million tons of garbage each year, and this number 
keeps growing! Why not put the trash to work? Some people came up with an idea. They 
want to make a better furnace to burn the garbage. The garbage would burn in a special 
way that creates a large amount of heat, which can be used to make electricity.

Notice how the author states a problem (increasing amounts of trash), and suggests a solution to 

help fix the problem (a furnace that would burn the garbage and help create electricity).

A persuasive text tries to get you to think or act in a certain way. A persuasive text is also 

known as an argument. An argument makes a claim and then uses facts, opinions, and reason to 

support the claim. Here is an example of an argument:

When you get a pet from a shelter instead of a pet store, you do something wonderful. 
When you adopt from a shelter, the shelter has room to take in another homeless animal. 
The money you pay to adopt a pet helps keep the shelter open. That money helps the 
shelter care for the animals, and find them safe and loving homes.

Notice how the author makes a claim in the first sentence (When you get a pet from a shelter 
instead of a pet store, you do something wonderful) and supports that claim with details in the 

sentences that follow.

5A
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

A huge wildfire is never good news. One spark can lead to disaster. A wildfire can 
quickly become a huge wall of fire. What can you do to help prevent one? If you’re 
camping in a forest, make sure to put out the campfire before you leave the site. Make sure 
all matches are stored safely away.

 

1. Underline the two sentences in the paragraph above that list ways in which you can keep a 

wildfire from happening. 

2. The paragraph above explains the danger of wildfires and some things that can be done to help 

prevent them. The text structure in this paragraph can best be described as

A. persuasive or argument.

B. descriptive.

C. problem and solution.

D. narrative. 

The people who want to eliminate the penny point out that the cost of making pennies 
is a waste of money. That is because, as of 2010, it costs the U.S. Mint 1.79 cents to make a 
penny worth one cent. This means it costs the government more to make a penny than the 
penny itself is worth.  

3. The paragraph above is about the penny. What argument does the author make here?

A. The penny should no longer be used because it is too expensive to make.

B. Pennies should not be kept at home because children and pets can swallow them.

C. The U.S. Mint should increase the amount of pennies made each year.

D. All vending machines should accept pennies as a form of payment. 

5A
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 ► Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow.

The title of “superstorm” is fairly new. It means a big storm that has a mix of things in it. 
It has a lot of rain. It has high winds. It may have thunder and lightning. A superstorm along 
a coast has something else. It has a storm surge. A storm surge is when the wind makes 
waves in the ocean get very large. They come up and flood the land. 

4. Based on its description in the paragraph above, a superstorm along a coast has which two 

things?

A. sand storms

B. large dust clouds

C. high winds

D. a storm surge

   E. blue skies

A fossil is anything that a living thing has left behind. Fossils are nature’s way of telling 
us about the history of the Earth. People have been writing with letters and pictures for 
thousands of years. But the Earth is much older than writing. The Earth is three to four 
billion years old. Scientists use fossils to get information about the Earth before writing 
existed.

5. The paragraph above is about fossils. Underline the sentence that describes how fossils are 

helpful to scientists.

5A
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 5: Structure  

5A Examining Text Structure 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe an author's use of symbols in a selection that you have read. Explain what 
the symbols mean and how they connect to the characters and events in the 
selection. 

Basic Explain an author's use of description in a selection, and how the description 
shaped the way you viewed and understood the person, object, or event described. 

Intermediate Describe an author's use of symbols in a selection that you have read. Explain what 
the symbols represent and how they are applied to the characters and events in 
the selection. 

Intermediate Describe an author's use of sensory details in a selection that you have read. 
Explain how the author shared information through descriptions that use sight, 
sound, taste, smell, or touch. 

Intermediate Explain an author's use of description in a selection, and how the description 
shaped the way you viewed and understood the person, object, or event described. 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Basic Why would an author choose to tell a story that does not follow chronological 
order? Use an example from a fictional story you have read to support your 
argument. 

Intermediate Explain why an author chose to organize a selection's plot in an unconventional 
way. What benefits or disadvantages resulted from the action being presented in 
this way? 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Select two Non-fiction texts that use different types of text structure to present 
information. Explain why the author's of each selection would chose one kind of 
structure rather than the other. 

Basic Write step-by-step instructions for someone who wants to write a selection on one 
of the following topics: sharks, basketball, or recycling. Include as many details 
about this process as you can. 

Intermediate Choose an informational text that presents information in a cause-and-effect or 
problem-and-solution manner. Describe why the organization of information did 
(or did not) help you understand the main idea of the selection. 
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What text structure is the author using?

Write two summary questions that this text answers. 

What type of structure does this text have?

What are some signal words the author uses 

in the text?

How do you know? Explain.

1.

2.

Describe the type of paragraph frames the author uses in the text.
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Visit the Reading Plus Learn Site for additional resources for this skill. 
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