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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Text Structure – Examining Sequence of Events

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Examining 
Sequence of Events. Sequence of events is the order in which 
things happen or change in a text. When readers examine 
sequence, they analyze how and when things happen in a 
text, such as how a process is done or how an idea, event, or 
character changes.

 ►Table of Contents

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 1) ......................................................... 2

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 2) ........................................................ 7

Skill Practice Worksheet (Lesson 3) ........................................................ 11

Skill-Based Writing Prompts ......................................................................14

Graphic Organizer ...........................................................................................15

BOOK-OPEN

5B
INTERMEDIATE 



Copyright © 2019 Taylor Associates Communications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE

NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 5

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

When you read a text, you will find that events happen in a certain order. The order in which 

things happen is called the sequence. What does it mean to follow the sequence of events in a 

written piece? It means you follow the order in which things happen as well as the order by which 
things change. 

Suppose you want to tell someone how to make or do something. If you do this, you are 

explaining the sequence of events in a process. A process is a series of actions that are done in 

a certain order. The actions lead to a finished product or an end result. You have to tell someone 

what comes first in the order, then second, then third, and so on. You have to tell someone what 

to do until the process is complete.

 ► For example, read these paragraphs. They explain how birds were once used to send and 
receive information.  

Birds have been used to carry news since ancient times. They have also been used to 
carry notes in times of war. Birds were used in war well into the 1900s. A special type of 
bird was used. It is called a pigeon. A pigeon can do something special. It can find its way 
back home even if it is very far away. This can be very useful in times of war.

War pigeons were trained for their jobs at a young age. The baby chicks were born at 
an army base. They stayed there for four weeks. After that they lived in small bird houses. 
They were moved every day. Each day, the birds had to fly back to the base. Every day the 
houses were moved farther away. Soon the birds could fly for a long time over many miles. 
They always came back to the base. Then they were ready to carry notes for the armies.

Now suppose you are asked to complete this task.

Put these events from the paragraph above in order from first to last.

A. The chicks were trained to fly a long time over many miles to return to the base.

B. The chicks lived in small houses that were moved every day.

C. The birds were then ready to carry notes for the armies.

D. Baby chicks were born at an army base. 

Now suppose you are asked to complete this task.

War pigeons were trained for their jobs at a young age. The baby chicks were 
born at an army base. They stayed there for four weeks. After that they lived in small 
bird houses. They were moved every day. Each day, the birds had to fly back to the 
base. Every day the houses were moved farther away. Soon the birds could fly for 
a long time over many miles. They always came back to the base. Then they were 
ready to carry notes for the armies.
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Based on the information in this paragraph, the sequence of events listed in the task above can 

best be put in order as: 

1. Baby chicks were born at an army base.

2. The chicks lived in small houses that were moved every day.

3. The chicks were trained to fly a long time over many miles to return to the base.

4. The birds were then ready to carry notes for the armies.

 

Remember that certain words can signal, or give you a hint about, 

the sequence of events or ideas in a text. Some words, such as 

after, then, and once, show how things happen in a certain order. 

For example, look at these sentences from the above paragraph. 

They stayed there for four weeks. After that they lived in small 
bird houses.

They always came back to the base. Then they were ready to carry notes for the armies. 

Sometimes, a sequence of events describes how an event or an idea started and then changed 

over time. Consider these paragraphs about baseball:

Modern baseball began as a children’s game -- a free-for-all game, with few or no rules. 
Soon it was played by people of all ages. Those who played the game called it Town Ball 
or Base Ball. The rules of Base Ball were never the same from one game to the next. They 
were always being changed, usually by the biggest and strongest player on the field. He 
usually made the changes in the rules that helped his team. 

Base Ball might have continued in this way if it were not for a man named Alexander 
Cartwright. His rules changed the free-for-all adventure of Base Ball into the fast, exciting 
game of baseball.

In these paragraphs, there are no words such as “next” or “then” to point out the sequence of 

events. So how do you know what the sequence of events is? Other words, such as verbs, can 

act as clues. The text states that modern baseball began as a children’s game. Using the verb 

“began,” you can follow the other events in the history of the game. How did Town Ball become 

the game we know today? The sequence here can be described as:  

1. Town Ball or Base Ball began as a children’s game. 

2. The rules of Base Ball were always being changed.

3. Alexander Cartwright made set rules for the game. 

4. The new rules changed the game from Base Ball to baseball. 

Paying attention to the verbs in a written piece can help you find the sequence of events. This is 

a big help when other words, such as “first,” “second,” “next,” “then,” and “last,” are not used.

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Other “signal” transition 

words: again, when, 

since, now, earlier,  

later, etc.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions. 

It takes only a week or so for a very tiny caterpillar to get big and fat. When it is ready, 
the caterpillar will hang upside down. Then it will begin to make a special shell around its 
body. This shell is called a chrysalis. When the chrysalis is made, then the caterpillar begins 
to change. This will take from seven to ten days. You can’t really see what is happening 
inside the shell. But the “old” parts break down and the “new” parts form. Some say that 
the caterpillar is “changing its clothes.” When the butterfly comes out its wings will be very 
wet. It can’t fly yet. It has to wait for its wings to open up and dry.

1. The paragraph above is about caterpillars. Put the following events from the paragraph in the 

correct order from first to last. 

A. When the chrysalis is made, the caterpillar begins to change.

B. It takes only a week or so for a very tiny caterpillar to get big and fat.

C. It can't fly yet. It has to wait for its wings to open up and dry.

D. When it is ready, the caterpillar will hang upside down.

In April 1815, a volcano named Mount Tambora on a tiny island in Indonesia erupted. The 
whole mountain blew up. Hot rocks and ash shot more than 140,000 feet up into the air. 
The blast was so powerful that the hot ash went all the way up into the stratosphere. Once 
there, the hot ash was able to spread out. It took some time for the ash to cover the entire 
planet. But once it did, it caused major problems on Earth.

2. Put the following events from the paragraph above in the correct order from first to last. 

A. A volcano named Mount Tambora erupted.

B. The hot ash spread out and covered the entire planet. 

C. The hot ash caused major problems on Earth.

D. Hot rocks and ash shot all the way up into the stratosphere.

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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No one knows exactly when or where playing cards were first made and used. The first 
mention of cards showed up in the 800s during the Tang Dynasty. Many cards had pictures 
of coins on them. Some people believed the cards were actually worth the amount of 
money shown on them. Then traders from China brought playing cards to Europe in the 
late 14th century. Once there, the cards spread quickly to other countries. Each country put 
its own pictures on these cards. In the 1500s, it became a usual practice for the cards to 
have kings and queens on them.

3. The paragraph above is about playing cards. Put the following events from the paragraph in the 

correct order from first to last. 

A. It became a usual practice for the cards to have kings and queens on them.

B. Traders from China brought playing cards to Europe.

C. The cards spread quickly to other countries.

D. Cards from the Tang Dynasty had pictures of coins on them.

How does a river form? A river starts with just one drop of water. The drop of water 
comes from a pile of melting snow on a mountain. Another drop will follow. And then 
another. Soon the tiniest trickle of water starts to flow down the side of the mountain. Not 
too far away, other drops of water form from other piles of melting snow. All these trickles 
feed into a brook. The size of the brook grows. The speed of it grows, too. The water flows 
faster and with more force. At this point, the brook becomes a creek. Other trickles and 
other brooks flow into the creek. Each one helps the water to run faster. Soon the fast-
moving creek becomes a river.

4. How does a river form? Put these events from the paragraph above in the order in which  

they happen.

A. Trickles flow down a mountain and feed into a brook.

B. Drops of water from piles of melting snow form trickles.

C. Other trickles and brooks flow into a creek and it becomes a river.

D. The size and speed of the brook grows and it becomes a creek.

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

5B
Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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Bocce ball is a very old game. Scenes showing a game exactly like bocce were found 
in Egyptian wall paintings made more than 4,000 years ago. The people in Ancient Rome 
played bocce about 2,000 years ago. By the middle of the 1300s, bocce was widely played. 
It was so popular that Charles IV, the Holy Roman Emperor, made playing it against the law. 
He wanted his people to spend their time preparing for war instead. By the 1500s, King 
Henry VIII of England was enjoying “bowls” -- the bocce kind, not the kind played with pins.

5. Put the following events from the paragraph above in the correct order from first to last. 

A. Egyptian wall paintings showing a game exactly like bocce were made.

B. King Henry VIII of England enjoyed the bocce kind of "bowls."

C. The people in Ancient Rome  played bocce.

D. Charles IV, the Holy Roman Emperor, made playing bocce against the law.

Every living thing needs energy to live. For most living things, that means eating food. 
All living things are part of a food chain. A food chain is a series of events in which one 
living thing eats (or is eaten by) another living thing. Usually, a larger animal will eat a 
smaller one. A food chain begins with green plants. One food chain might look like this. 
Green grass grows. A grasshopper eats the grass. A frog eats the grasshopper. A snake 
eats the frog. A hawk eats the snake. Each living thing gets its energy from the living thing 
before it in the food chain.

6. The paragraph above gives an example of a food chain. Put the events from the food chain in the 

order in which they happen.

A. A hawk eats the snake.

B. A snake eats the frog.

C. A frog eats the grasshopper.

D. A grasshopper eats grass.

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Events in a text happen in a certain order. The order in which 

things happen is called the sequence. Sometimes events are not 

always presented in the text the way they happen in actual time. 

You may first read about one event. Then you may read about 

an event that happened before the first one. You read about this 

event second, but it really happened first.

Certain words can let you know that events happened in a 

different order. The words “but,” “yet,” and “instead” usually 

signal things that happen in a different or unexpected way: 

• Lily was excited to take her first boat ride, but when she saw the big waves she changed her 
mind and did not go.  
(The action that is stated in the first half of the sentence does not happen.)

• Instead of riding our bikes, Ben and I decided to go for a walk.  
(The action stated in the first half of the sentence is replaced by a different action stated in 

the second half.) 

The words “before” and “after” can also show things that happen out of usual time order. This 

depends on where they appear in the sentence: 

• Before you start painting, make sure you have the paints and brushes you need.  
(The action of painting is listed first in the sentence. But it does not happen until the action 

in the second half of the sentence is complete.)

• Dad said we will watch a movie after we finish washing the dishes.  
(The action of watching a movie is listed first in the sentence, but will not happen until the 

action in the second part of the sentence is finished.) 

 ► Read this paragraph. Think about the sequence of events as they actually happened instead of 
how they are presented in the text. 

The Hope Diamond was not always called that. It was first found by a French man. He 
got it during a trip to India in the 1660s. He called the color of the stone a “beautiful violet.” 
Then, in 1668, a large blue diamond was seen in France. King Louis XIV bought a large 
blue stone. He called it the “French Blue.” By 1789, the blue stone belonged to the French 
government. But it was stolen in 1792 and was lost once more. In 1839, a man named Henry 
Philip Hope bought it, although no one knows where he found it. He showed it at a large 
world fair in London. It became known as the Hope Diamond.

Other transitional 

words that indicate 

change of direction: 

although, however, 

rather, besides, and 

unlike.
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Now suppose you were asked this question:

Put these events from the text in the order in which they happened.

A.  Henry Philip Hope showed the stone at the world fair in London.

B.  The stone was called the Hope Diamond.

C.  The stone was called a “beautiful violet.”

D.  King Louis XIV called the stone the “French Blue.”

What was the first event to happen? It is tempting to pick B, but be careful! The first sentence 

in the text states that the Hope Diamond “was not always called that.” That means that other 

events happened before the stone got its current name. In fact, based on this example, the 

naming of the Hope Diamond was the last thing to happen in the sequence of events, not the 

first. When you read the text carefully, the order is this: 

1. It was first found by a French man in the 1660s. He called the color of the stone a  

“beautiful violet.” 

2. Then, in 1668, a large blue diamond was seen in France. King Louis XIV bought a large blue 

stone. He called it the “French Blue.” 

3. In 1839, a man named Henry Philip Hope bought it. He showed it at a large world fair  

in London.

4. It became known as the Hope Diamond.

 

The correct order of the answer choices is C-D-A-B.

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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 ► Read these examples and answer the question that follows each.

Said the spider to the fly, “I am sure you must be tired with flying up so high. Will you 
rest upon my little bed? There are pretty curtains hanging. My good sheets are fine and 
thin. Come and rest a while. I will snugly tuck you in.”

“Oh, no, kind spider,” said the little fly. “For I have often heard it said, ‘They never wake 
up again, those who dare to sleep upon your bed!’”

1. Put the following events from the paragraph above in the order in which they happened.

A. The spider said the fly must be tired with flying up so high.

B. The fly said it had heard that those who rest upon the spider’s bed do not wake up again.

C. The spider said there are pretty curtains hanging and the sheets are fine and thin.

D. The fly said no to the spider.

In 2012, Felix Baumgartner went to the edge of space in a tiny spaceship, jumped out 
of the spaceship, and then fell back to Earth. It sounds crazy, but that’s just what he did. 
The first thing Felix had to do was go for some tests. Scientists had to figure out how his 
body would react to the fall. They designed a special pressurized space suit for him. They 
wanted to control the jump as much as they could. Men had tried similar jumps before. In 
1960, U.S. Air Force pilot Joe Kittinger jumped from 19 miles above the earth. He reached a 
speed of 614 miles per hour.

2. Put the following events from the paragraph above in the order in which they happened. 

A. Scientists designed a special pressurized space suit for Felix.

B. Scientists had to figure out how Felix’s body would react to the fall.

C. U.S. Air Force pilot Joe Kittinger jumped from 19 miles above the earth.

D. Felix went to the edge of space and then jumped back to Earth.

The first hot air balloon ride was in 1783. Three animals were its passengers. There was a 
sheep, a duck, and a hen. In 1785, two men flew from England to France in a hot air balloon. 
In 1978, some people flew in a hot air balloon over the ocean. This trip took about six days. 
In 1999, some people flew around the world in one. That trip took about 20 days.

3. The paragraph above is about hot air balloons. Put the following events from the text in the 

correct order from first to last. 

A. Some people flew around the world in a hot air balloon.

B. A sheep, a duck, and a hen took a ride in a hot air balloon.

C. Two men flew from England to France in a hot air balloon.

D. Some people flew over the ocean in a hot air balloon.

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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Leonardo da Vinci was an artist, a writer, and a musician. He was born in Italy in 1452. 
When he was 14 years old, his father introduced him to a famous artist. The artist invited 
Leonardo to work with him in his studio. There, Leonardo learned much more about 
drawing and painting. When Leonardo was in his 20s, he started his own art studio. 
He began to design costumes and create projects for festivals and parades. In his 30s, 
Leonardo went to the city of Milan in Italy. He helped to design and build walls, towers, and 
bridges to help keep the city safe during war. Later in his life, Leonardo moved from Italy 
to France. He decided to finish a painting he had begun years before. The painting is called 
the “Mona Lisa.” It is one of the most famous paintings in the world.

4. Put the following events from Leonardo da Vinci’s life in order from first to last.

A. He worked with a famous artist and learned much more about drawing and painting.

B. He finished the “Mona Lisa,” one of the most famous paintings in the world.

C. He helped to design and build walls, towers, and bridges in Milan.

D. He started his own art studio and began to design costumes.

What effect does the weather have on rocks? The sun, wind, and rain work to erode 
both hard and soft rocks. They do so very, very slowly. They wear down the rocks, which 
begin to develop millions of invisible cracks. As the cracks form, bits of rock loosen. These 
bits crumble into a fine dust, which collects in the cracks. This process takes so long that it 
might not seem to matter. Yet it is this process that will allow plants to grow in the rocks.

5. The paragraph above is about the effects of weather on rocks. Put the following events from the 

paragraph in the correct order from first to last.

A. Bits of rock loosen and crumble.

B. The rocks begin to develop millions of invisible cracks.

C. A fine dust collects in the cracks.

D. Plants grow in the rocks.

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 3

I N T E R M E D I AT E

What do you do when you follow the sequence of events in a text? You follow the order in which 

things happen. Sometimes, a sequence of events happens to a person in a text. The person may 

be an imaginary character in a fiction piece. The fiction piece might be a myth or fairy tale. Or, 

the character might be a real person in a nonfiction text. The nonfiction text might be a personal 

letter or a biography.

 ► The sequence of events might be the actions that a character does. Take a look at this example. 

One stormy night, the young prince wandered into a dark, thick forest and lost his way. 
After walking many weary miles in the wind and rain, he was glad to see a bright light 
shining through the trees. As he got closer, he was surprised to find himself at the gate of 
a small castle. His garments were very dirty and he was drenched with rain. No one would 
think he was a prince. 

Even so, he knocked on the castle door. The door flew open and a servant led him inside. 
He saw a fire blazing in a hearth. Next to the fire was a comfortable chair, and on the chair 
were warm, dry clothes. The prince changed into the well-made clothes, which fit him 
perfectly. He sat in the chair and quickly fell asleep.

What did the prince do in this text? The sequence of events in this text can be described as:

1. The prince became lost in a dark forest.

2. The prince saw a bright light through the trees.

3. The prince knocked on the castle door.

4. The prince changed into dry clothes and fell asleep.

 ► The sequence of events might also be things that happened in a person’s life. Read this example: 

Alex Scott knew what it was like to be sick. She was very sick when she was only a year 
old. The doctor said that she may not live. But she did. The doctor said that she may not 
walk. But she did. Alex wanted to set up a lemonade stand. She wanted to make money. 
But she wanted to give all of the money away to help other very sick children.

Alex got the idea for her lemonade stand when she was in the hospital. She was in and 
out of the hospital many times. She knew all of the doctors. She saw other sick children 
there too. They were just like her. They were very sick. She told her mom that she wanted 
to help. She would sell the lemonade to people. Then she would give the money to the 
doctors. She wanted the doctors to “help other kids, like they helped me.”

What things happened in Alex’s life? The sequence of events in this text can be described as:

1. Alex was very sick when she was only a year old.

2. Doctors said Alex may not learn to walk.

3. Alex saw other sick children when she was in the hospital.

4. Alex told her mom that she wanted to help other kids.

5B
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 ► Read these examples and answer the question that follows each.

King Philip was the ruler of an ancient kingdom in northern Greece. One day, he bought 
a new horse. The horse was big and strong. King Philip wanted to ride the horse into war. 
But when King Philip came close, the horse would not let the king touch him. The horse 
reared and kicked. He beat his hooves madly around him. The best horse trainers in the 
country were called. Yet not one of them could tame him and ride him.

“Take him away!” cried the king in great rage.

“I know I can control this horse better,” said Alexander, the king’s son

“Go ahead, then, and try it,” said the king.

Alexander walked toward the horse. He spoke softly and gently to him. He kindly stroked 
the horse’s neck. The horse seemed to know that he had found a friend. With a quick 
jump, Alexander leaped easily upon the horse’s back. Everybody thought the youth would 
be thrown from his seat and dashed to the ground. But this did not happen. Everybody 
cheered and shouted. Everybody except his father, that is. The king wept  
for joy.

1. The above example is about King Philip and his son, Alexander. Put these events in the order in 

which they happened:

A. Alexander leaped easily upon the horse's back.

B. King Philip bought a new horse.

C. King Philip wept for joy.

D. The best horse trainers in the country could not tame the horse.

At age 17, Paula raced in the English Schools’ Cross Country Championships. The race 
was two miles long. She did not know if she could win. Paula ran as fast as she could. 
Near the end of the race, she was behind. She was not in first place. But she increased her 
speed. She won the race!

The next year Paula went to a race in the United States. It was the World Cross Country 
Championships. Paula won that race, too. After high school, Paula went to college. She 
won many more championship races. But they were all short races. Paula said, “I can keep 
running short races. But I want to try something longer. It is time for a marathon!” She was 
ready for 26 miles. Her first was the London Marathon in 2002. She started fast. She kept 
her speed. She ran so fast she won the race.

2. Put these events from Paula’s life in order from first to last.

A. Paula won the World Cross Country Championships in the United States.

B. Paula raced in the London Marathon and won.

C. Paula won many championship races in college.

D. Paula raced in the English Schools' Cross Country Championships.

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 3

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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Bruce Lee was a famous teacher, actor, and writer. He taught martial arts. He went to 
college in Seattle, Washington. He began to teach Kung Fu there. Many people had never 
heard of it. He started with a small circle of students. But that circle grew quickly. In 1963, 
he opened his own school.

One of his first students there was a woman named Linda. It didn’t take long for Linda 
to catch Bruce’s eye. They began to date. In 1964, they were married. They moved to San 
Francisco. Bruce opened a second school there. He had students from all walks of life.

3. Put these events from the Bruce’s life in order from first to last.

A. Bruce went to college.

B. Bruce opened a Kung Fu school in San Francisco.

C. Bruce got married.

D. Bruce opened a Kung Fu school in Seattle.

Suddenly, Uncle Henry stood up. “There’s a cyclone coming, Em,” he called to his wife. 
“I’ll go look after the animals.” Then he ran toward the barn..

Aunt Em dropped her work and came to the door. One glance told her of the danger 
close at hand.

“Quick, Dorothy!” she screamed. “Run for the cellar!”

Toto jumped out of Dorothy’s arms and hid under the bed. The girl started to get him. 
Aunt Em was badly frightened. She threw open the trap door in the floor. She climbed 
down the ladder into the small, dark hole. Dorothy caught Toto at last. She started to follow 
her aunt. When she was halfway across the room, there came a great shriek from the wind. 
The house shook so hard that she lost her footing and fell down suddenly upon the floor.

Then a strange thing happened. The house whirled around two or three times. Then it 
rose slowly through the air. Dorothy felt as if she were going up in a balloon.

4. Put these events from the example above in the order in which they happened.

A. The house whirled around and rose slowly through the air.

B.  Aunt Em threw open the trap door in the floor.

C. Uncle Henry said, "There's a cyclone coming, Em."

D. Aunt Em screamed, "Run for the cellar!"

Text Structure
Examining Sequence of Events

Lesson 3

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 5: Structure  

5B Examining Sequence of Events 
 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic Describe a selection's beginning, middle, and end. 

Basic Create a timeline of the sequence of events in a selection. 

Basic Draw a cartoon strip that shows the events that happened in this selection in the 
order in which they occurred. 

Intermediate Explain how the sequence of events in a selection built suspense or led to the 
selection's conclusion. 

Intermediate Create a timeline of the sequence of events in a selection. Use the Internet or other 
research tools to find other historical events that occurred during the same 
timeframe and incorporate the dates on your timeline. 

 
Prompts for Fiction Only 

Basic Think about a narrative you read. Re-write the story in reverse order, but make 
sure it still has the same lesson or theme. 

Intermediate Describe a selection in which the sequence of events is not obvious. Explain how 
this structure aided or impeded your understanding of the selection. 

Intermediate Write summary paragraphs for a prequel and sequel to a selection. 

Intermediate Describe a selection in which the author uses flashbacks to explain character 
motivation and plot development. 

Intermediate Write a new sequence of events for a selection, but keep the ending or conclusion 
the same. 

Intermediate Describe how the author of a selection uses details to advance the plot. 
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