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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Text Structure – Examining Genre

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Examining 
Genre: Genre is the style or type of writing used in a text. When 
readers examine the genre of the text, they look at things like 
text structure, setting, plot, character, tone, topic, and purpose 
to figure out what type of text it is.
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B A S I C

Genre is the type or style of writing used in a text. All writing falls into some type of genre.  A 

newspaper article is one type of genre. It might tell about a real event or a person. An email to 

a friend is another type of genre. It might share a joke or a favorite recipe. Book reports, stories, 

science experiments -- all of these are different types of genres. Different genres use tools such 

as language and text structure in different ways to share information, send a message, or teach a 

lesson.

You probably already know many of the genres used in a classroom. Two major forms of genre 

are fiction and nonfiction. If a text is fiction, it means that it is a work of the imagination -- it is 

made up, and it did not really happen. Novels and short stories are examples of fiction. If a text 

is nonfiction, it means that it is a true or real event. Biographies and textbooks are examples of 

nonfiction.

 ► Read this example of a fictional text:

Once upon a time in a towering mansion in New York City, there was a spoiled dog 
named Cooper. Cooper was given unlimited squeaky toys, bones, and treats by his 
loving owners. But one day, when his owners were away on vacation, the housekeeper 
accidentally locked him out of the house. Unable to get back inside, he spent hours barking 
at the door before his hunger forced him to search for food.

After half an hour of walking, Cooper saw another dog chewing on trash from a knocked 
over garbage can. “You’re actually going to eat that?” he asked.

The first paragraph seems very real. A dog is a real animal, and many people who live in cities 

have dogs as pets. A dog really could get locked out of its house. But here, the dog, Cooper, is a 

character in a story. When the dialogue in the second paragraph shows Cooper asking another 

dog a question, that’s a clue you are reading a piece of fiction.  

 ► Read this example of a nonfiction text:

An octopus has no shell and no bones. It has a soft, round body. It has a short neck and 
a head. It has eight long arms that can move all around. An octopus also has a very strong 
mouth. Its mouth can break the shells of other animals. It can even break through rocks.

Like the dog in the first example, an octopus is a real animal. However, the octopus in this 

example is not a talking character in a story. This is an actual animal in a real-life setting. This text 

gives facts about an octopus’ body. It gives information such as how an octopus moves and how 

it uses its mouth. These are all clues that you are reading a piece of nonfiction.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

The clock struck midnight. All of a sudden two little elves sat down at the shoemaker’s 
table. They picked up the cut pieces of leather. Then their tiny fingers began to sew. They 
sewed neatly and quickly. The shoemaker could not believe his eyes. They did not stop until 
everything was done. Then they ran away.

1. Is the example above fiction or nonfiction, and what clue from the text supports this?

A. nonfiction, because the event took place at midnight

B. nonfiction, because there were pieces of leather on the shoemaker’s table

C. fiction, because the elves are characters that are not part of real life

D. fiction, because the shoemaker could not see

How can you become a carpenter? Most people with this kind of job learn it by 
starting as a special kind of helper. This helper is called an “apprentice.” When you are an 
apprentice, you learn to do a job from someone who already has a great deal of experience 
doing a certain kind of work. The person teaches you skills. He or she watches you practice 
the skills. Basically, you work with that person until you are skilled enough to do the job on 
your own.

2. Is the example above fiction or nonfiction, and what clue from the text supports this?

A. fiction, because a carpenter is an imaginary character

B. fiction, because being an apprentice is not possible in real life

C. nonfiction, because it explains a type of technology that does not yet exist

D. nonfiction, because it gives information about learning skills for a job

The king thought about what he should do. He called all the princes in the world to 
come to the castle. He told the princes that one of them would need to take the magic 
glasses from the dragon. “Those glasses are like a special treasure, but no one knows 
where they are kept. I want that hidden treasure! Whoever finds it and brings it to me will 
get to marry the princess. In addition, I will hand over my crown and you will be the ruler of 
this land.”

3. Is this example above fiction or nonfiction, and what clues from the text support this?

A. fiction, because it has a magic object and an imaginary animal in it 

B. fiction, because the king needed the princes’ help to solve a problem

C. nonfiction, because the events take place during a certain time in history

D. nonfiction, because it explains the powers of a king 
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows.

What is graffiti? Graffiti is a kind of drawing. It can be a picture. It can also be a name. It 
can be a word or a group of words. It is made with paint or with ink. It uses many colors. 
The word “graffiti” comes from an old word that means “to write.”

4. Is the example above fiction or nonfiction, and what clue from the text supports this?

A. nonfiction, because the first sentence is a question

B. nonfiction, because it describes a type of actual drawing or picture

C. fiction, because the events take place at some point in the future

D. fiction, because it uses imaginary characters

Text Structure
Examining Genre

Lesson 1

B A S I C
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Genre is the type or style of writing used in a text. One major form of genre is fiction. If a text is 

fiction, it means that it is a work of the imagination. The events in the text are made up. They did 

not really happen. The characters in the text are also made up. They do not exist in real life. Most 

fiction writings are narrative. This means the story is told through the use of a narrator. There 

are many different types of fiction genres. You may already know some that are used in many 

classrooms. 

Myths, fairy tales, and fables are fiction genres. Myths are very old stories. They have gods and 

goddesses in them who talk to or visit humans on earth. Zeus, Athena, Nike, and Hades are 

popular gods and goddesses from Greek myths. Odin, Thor, and Loki are popular gods from 

Norse myths.

Fairy tales are also very old stories. They have magical or imaginary creatures and events in 

them. They often begin with the phrase, “Once upon a time….” Some of the most well-known 

fairy tales today were published in the 1800s. They were published by brothers Jacob and 

Wilhelm Grimm. These include Cinderella, Snow White, Sleeping Beauty, and Hansel and Gretel.

Fables usually have talking animals in them. Fables are often used to teach a lesson. Or, they 

might explain how an event happened. An ancient writer named Aesop wrote many fables more 

than 2,500 years ago!

There are many other types of fiction genres. One is science fiction. Science fiction stories tell 

about science and technology. They often take place in the future. They can also have robots, 

space travel, or aliens in them. Here is an example of science fiction: 

The bus pulled up to the curb. Pablo found a seat and closed his eyes.

A skinny teen moved closer to Pablo. “I am not from this planet. I have always wanted to see 
what Earth is like.”

Pablo rolled his eyes. “So you’re an alien on vacation, huh? You’re crazy. Get away from me.”

Pablo reached for his book bag. All of a sudden, his book bag began to float. It rose up into 
the air. It gently landed on his lap.

Pablo could not believe what he had just seen. He looked at the alien.

“Do you still think I am crazy?” the alien asked.

Another type is mystery and detective fiction. Mystery and detective fiction stories have some 

kind of puzzle or crime in them that needs to be solved. Here is an example of mystery and 

detective fiction:

The next morning, Kyle went to get his bike. As he opened the garage door, he could tell 
something was wrong. The old window in the corner was broken. And the place where he 
parked his bike was empty. Someone had stolen his bike! 

Kyle’s mind raced. He always locked his bike, even in the garage. Whoever took his bike 
must have had the key. There were only two other people who knew where he kept both 
his bike and the extra key to the lock. At least Kyle knew where to start looking.
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Historical fiction is set in the past. The story takes place during a time frame or event that really 

happened. It might also include famous people from history. Here is an example of historical 

fiction: 

The gentleman who had asked for breakfast thanked Betsy for it. “The milk you provided 
us,” he said, “was the best I have had in many a day. And the corn bread was delicious. 
Thank you for being so kind. Now I must say goodbye and go on with my journey.”

“Goodbye, sir,” said Betsy, curtsying. “But when will I get to see General Washington?”

Eagerly, she raised her eyes to meet those of the kindly stranger. With a smile, he 
answered, “I am General Washington.”

Another type of fiction is called fantasy fiction. Fantasy fiction usually has a mix of humans 

and monsters in it. It might also have magical beings or ghosts in it. The events that happen in 

fantasy fiction cannot happen in real life. Here is an example of fantasy fiction: 

The trouble with Harrowby Hall was that it was haunted. The ghost that appeared in 
the guest bedroom every Christmas Eve made the most of each visit. It was not happy 
with simply frightening the person in the spare bedroom for a moment or two. Instead, 
the figure remained there for an entire hour before it would disappear. It proved most 
troublesome in another way as well, for the ghost of Harrowby Hall was a soaking, dripping 
water witch.

Realistic fiction is probably the most difficult kind of fiction to figure out. This is because realistic 

fiction seems, well, real. It has no magic or monsters or aliens in it. The characters are regular 

people. The events or problems in the story could actually happen in real life. But it is important 

to remember that it is still a made-up story. Here is an example of realistic fiction:

“Really? A bunkhouse? We are going to sleep here?” Hailey asked. “It doesn’t even have 
a TV. How boring!” She threw her bag on a bunk. “We are in the middle of nowhere.”

“This is a ranch,” said Hailey’s brother, Bryan. “We’re supposed to be in the middle of 
nowhere.”

“This vacation is supposed to be fun,” her father said. “A nice break from city life. Once 
you see the horses, I bet you’ll love it here.”

“Horses are boring,” Hailey said. “This whole place is boring. They don’t even have 
Internet.”

Text Structure
Examining Genre

Lesson 2

B A S I C
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

The bee said, “The bird was badly hurt. He said he was willing to suffer for the one he 
loved. He sang to the rose. He sang even though he was in pain. Then he said he would 
always love the rose. He said he knew the rose was not to blame. He knew the plant with 
thorns put the sharp points on the stem.”

“The bird really loved the rose,” Emma said.

“He did,” said the bee. “He sang to the rose all through the night. In the morning a bright 
red flower bloomed on the rose bush. It was in the very spot where the bird’s bleeding foot 
had rested. This is how the rose got its thorns. This is how the rose got its red color.”

1. The excerpt above is an example of a fable. Which two details best explain why?

A. It has talking animals in it.

B. It gives a reason to explain how something happened.

C. It has a puzzle in it that the characters must solve.

D. It describes characters who use technology in the future.

E. It is based on an actual person from the past.

Mother said, “Could there be a tomato thief? Maybe someone is taking the red 
tomatoes.”

After two days Mark and Lady returned to Mrs. Brown’s house. “Oh no,” said Mark when 
he got there. “I do not see any red tomatoes in the basket. What is happening to them?”

Mrs. Brown came out of her house. “I think we have a tomato thief,” she said. “Mark, can 
you help me catch the thief?”

“Yes,” Mark replied. “I want to help. We can look for clues.”

“What kind of clues?” asked Mrs. Brown.

“A footprint in the dirt. Or a hole in the fence,” Mark explained. “If we find a clue, we 
might find the thief.”

2. Which genre of fiction best describes the paragraph above, and why?

A. science fiction, because one of the characters is a robot

B. fantasy fiction, because the events could never happen in real life

C. mystery or detective fiction, because the characters must solve a puzzle

D. myth, because a god decides to help a group of people
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

“The only man who has been here asking for a place to stay was an old farmer. He was 
so muddy that you could not see the color of his coat. I sent him to the other hotel. He is 
staying there.”

“Did he have red hair?” asked the well-dressed man. “Did he ride a gray horse?”

“Yes,” said the hotel owner. “And he was tall.”

“That was the vice president!” said the well-dressed man.

“Mr. Jefferson?” cried the hotel owner. “Oh no! I did not give a room to the vice president 
of the United States!”

3. Which genre of fiction best describes the paragraph above, and why?

A. Fairy tale, because it uses the phrase “once upon a time.”

B. Historical fiction, because one of the characters is a real person from the past.

C. Science fiction, because it tells about beings from other worlds.

D. Fable, because it teaches a lesson about how an event happened.

 
Pygmalion was a young man who lived on a small island. He spent all of his time making 

statues out of stone. 

The women talked to Pygmalion about marrying, but he just laughed at them. “Leave me 
with my statues,” he said. “They are company for me. If I want to talk, I talk to them.”

Some of the women on the island who had daughters made a plan. They decided to ask 
Aphrodite, the goddess of love, to help them. 

Aphrodite heard the women’s prayers. The goddess visited Pygmalion in his dreams. 
She told him she had been asked to marry him off, and asked him which girl he wanted to 
marry.

4. The excerpt above is an example of a myth. Which statement best explains why?

A. The action in the text includes a goddess visiting a human.

B. The main character is based on a real person from history.

C. The setting is a strange land that is not on planet Earth.

D. The narrator is not one of the characters in the text.
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Genre is the type or style of writing used in a text. One major form of genre is nonfiction. If a text 
is nonfiction, it means that it is based in fact. Nonfiction texts are about real people, real places, 
and real events. You may already know many types of nonfiction texts that are used in many 
classrooms.  

Textbooks are likely the most common type of nonfiction writing used in a classroom. They are 
written pieces that are informational. They are used to teach or explain something. Textbooks 
can be written for nearly any subject. You probably have a few textbooks right now. You might 
have textbooks for subjects such as math, science, and social studies.

Biographies and autobiographies are another popular type of nonfiction used in schools. A 
biography is the true story of a person’s life. It is written by someone else. An autobiography is 
the true story of a person’s life. It is written by that person (“auto” means “self”). The following 
paragraph is from a biography. It is about a woman named Severn Cullis-Suzuki. Severn fights to 
keep the environment safe. When she was only 12 years old, she gave a speech in front of many 
world leaders. Notice that while the biography was written by someone else, it includes direct 
quotes from Severn.

Severn talked about the environmental problems that affected the earth. She also asked 
questions about what was being done to fix them. She spoke about how she learned to 
share and respect others in kindergarten. Yet all too often, the adults in the world seemed 
to forget those very basic things. She demanded that the adults look at their actions. “I’m 
only a child, and I don’t have all the solutions,” she said. “But I want you to realize, neither 
do you. If you don’t know how to fix it, then please stop breaking it.” 

Essays, arguments, and speeches are also types of nonfiction texts. An explorer might write an 
essay to describe a trip or adventure. A doctor might make an argument to persuade people that 
one kind of medicine is better than another. A leader might give a speech about the need for 
a social change. The following paragraph is an example of a speech. It was made by President 
Obama about the responsibility of being a student:

“Every single one of you has something that you’re good at. Every single one of you 
has something to offer. And you have a responsibility to yourself to discover what that is. 
That’s the opportunity an education can provide. And no matter what you want to do with 
your life, I guarantee that you’ll need an education to do it. You want to be a doctor, or a 
teacher, or a police officer? You want to be a nurse or an architect, a lawyer or a member 
of our military? You’re going to need a good education for every single one of those 
careers.”

Journals, diaries, and letters are types of nonfiction texts as well. A scientist might keep a journal 
of experiments and discoveries. A person might write down thoughts and goals in a diary. Letters 
might be personal (a young child might learn to write and mail a letter to a grandparent) or 
business (a school might send out letters to students and their families thanking them for their 
help in a food drive). 

There are all types of reports that fall into nonfiction writing as well. Perhaps you did an 
experiment in your science class and had to write a report about your results. Or, maybe you 
wrote a book report for a book you read for your English class. The book you read might be 
fiction, but the report you wrote is a type of nonfiction text.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Pedro Martinez played professional baseball for many years. He could throw a baseball 
faster than almost anyone else. He could trick batters into swinging and missing when he 
pitched. Although Pedro was a powerful pitcher, he was not as tall as other players who 
had a similar talent. Yet when he played, Pedro seemed like a giant on the pitcher’s mound. 
When he was pitching, games felt exciting and seemed impossible to lose. Watching Pedro, 
fans felt anything was possible.

1. What type of nonfiction best describes the example above, and what clue in the text supports this?

A. autobiography, because it tells the true story of a person’s life written by that person

B. diary, because it gives a list of someone’s personal thoughts and goals

C. biography, because it is the true story of a person’s life written by someone else

D. argument, because it persuades the reader to view a problem in a certain way

“Dear Archie, on Friday night, Quentin had three friends spend the night with him. They 
played hard. It made me realize how old I had grown and how very busy I had been these 
last few years, to find that they had grown so that I was not needed in the play. Do you 
remember how we used to play hide and go seek? And have obstacle races down the hall 
when you brought in your friends?”

2. The paragraph above can best be described as a personal letter because it

A. opens with a greeting and then describes a family memory.

B. aims to teach a lesson or explain an event.

C. gives details about a trip that an explorer took.

D. was read out loud by a speaker in front of an audience.

Earthquakes are measured using the Richter Scale. This is a system that assigns a 
number based on how much power an earthquake has. Special instruments measure the 
energy in an earthquake, which is then assigned a number on the scale. An earthquake that 
is assigned a 4.0 is ten times more powerful than one that is assigned a 3.0, and 100 times 
more powerful than one assigned a 2.0. Earthquakes that are 2.0 and smaller are too small 
to be felt by people.

3. The paragraph above is an example of nonfiction writing. It would most likely be found in a

A. letter.

B. biography.

C. speech.

D. textbook.
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the question that follows.

You may feel sorry for puppy-mill puppies. Maybe you’ll want to rescue (that is, buy) one 
from a pet store. But if you do, you’ll help the puppy mills make money. So where should 
you go to get a pet dog or cat? The best option -- both for you and for your future pet -- is 
an animal shelter. Shelters have many types of dogs and cats. (And even rabbits and other 
animals.) All of them need good homes.

4. What type of nonfiction best describes the example above, and what clue in the text supports this?

A. Autobiography, because it tells the true story of a person’s life written by that person.

B. Diary, because it gives a list of someone’s personal thoughts and goals.

C. Biography, because it is the true story of a person’s life but it is written by someone else.

D. Argument, because it persuades the reader to view a problem in a certain way.

Text Structure
Examining Genre

Lesson 3

B A S I C
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 5: Structure  

5C Examining Genre 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Describe how the titles of five selections that you have read did (or did not) give 
you clues to let you know if the selection was fiction or non-fiction. 

Basic How do you know if a text is fiction or non-fiction? Provide examples from texts 
you have read to support your ideas. 

Basic Describe two selections, one a fairy tale and one a biography. How are they 
different from one another? 

Intermediate Choose one fiction and one non-fiction text that are on the same topic (such as a 
historical event, or the life of an influential person). Describe how the two different 
genres relay the same information and how the structure of each genre affects the 
understanding of the information. 

Intermediate Choose a selection that uses humor or satire to make a comment about an issue. 
Explain how this type of genre uses language to make a point. What is the 
comment or point, and how do you know? 

 

Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Choose a narrative text. Describe how the author uses language and dialogue to 
relay information about characters and events. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as a mystery or an 
adventure? Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain 
your answer. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as science fiction or 
fantasy? Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your 
answer. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as a romance? Use 
details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your answer. 

Intermediate What literary elements must a selection have to be classified as historical fiction? 
Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate and explain your answer. 

Intermediate How are fairy tales and myths the same, and how are they different? Choose one 
selection that you have read from each genre and compare and contrast them. 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Describe the difference between a biography and an autobiography. Tell about 
selections you read that are examples of each genre, and explain what clues in the 
text let you identify the genre. 

Basic Choose a Non-fiction text you have read and create a narrative that is based on 
information in that text. 

Intermediate Choose an expository piece, such as a speech or an essay. Describe how the author 
uses language to relay information, or make (or respond) to an argument. 
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Describe the characters and narrator:

Describe the mood and tone:

Describe the main problem or conflict:

Describe the theme, moral, or lesson:

Describe the setting and time frame:

Describe the actions and events:

Describe the resolution:

What type of fiction are you reading? 

How do you know? Explain.

The Reading Plus Learn Site has additonal resources for this skill. 
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What type of fiction are you reading?
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