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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Point of View – Recognizing Author’s Purpose

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Recognizing 
Author’s Purpose. Author’s purpose is the reason why an author 
writes a text. To figure out the author’s purpose, it’s helpful to 
ask: is the author trying to persuade, inform, entertain, or share 
an experience, and how do you know?
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Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 1

B A S I C

No matter what an author writes, he or she has a purpose for writing it. How can you tell what 

the author’s purpose is? It’s as easy as PIES!  Authors write to Persuade, Inform, Entertain, or 

Share personal experiences. 

An author might be trying to persuade you. This means an author tries to make you do 

something. Or to think something. Or to believe something. The author tries to convince you 

by making a statement, and then presenting examples and reasons to prove the statement is 

correct.

 ► Read the following example. 

You need to buy new Chocobear cereal! It is a healthy way to start your day. The cereal 
has vitamins and whole grains, and it includes fruit and nuts. Each bowl of this tasty cereal 
provides a low-calorie, high-energy meal. If you like eating food that is good for you, you’ll 
love Chocobear! Buy some today!

The author who wrote this text about a cereal really wants you to buy it! This author is trying to 

persuade readers by presenting a statement (It’s a healthy way to start your day!) and offering 

examples of why the statement is correct.

Another reason authors write is to inform readers.  This means the author is teaching readers 

about a topic. To inform, an author will state facts. Or describe how or why something happened. 

Or explain how to do something. 

 ► Read the following example. 

The redwood trees of California are among the oldest living things on Earth. In fact, some 
of these trees may be more than 2,000 years old.  In addition to being the oldest trees on 
the planet, they are also the tallest. Some of these trees grow to 300 feet. 

The author of this text provides facts and information about redwoods to help you learn about 

these unusual trees.
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Lesson 1

B A S I C

An author may want to entertain readers. Sometimes an author wants to amuse you and make 

you laugh. Or an author may want to frighten you with a scary story. Or surprise you with 

something unexpected.  

 ► Read the following example. 

Brad could not believe what was happening! A large, silver spaceship floated down from 
the sky and landed in his front yard. The spaceship’s large door slid open and two odd-
looking aliens emerged. They were holding a large map. One alien was pointing at the map 
and yelling at the other alien. 

This author is writing a scary (and funny!) text about aliens. 

An author may write to share a personal experience. Authors may want you to know what they 

are feeling. Or they may tell you about something that happened to them. Why would they do 

this? Authors may believe that sharing something personal may help readers in their own lives.  

 ► Read the following example. 

My family moved across the country when I was a teenager. I had to start a new school in 
a new town. I didn’t know anyone, and I was too shy to say hello.  But then one day Annie 
came over to me and introduced herself. She asked me to join her as she ate her lunch.  It 
turned out Annie and I had a lot in common. Before long, she and I were best friends. 

The author wrote this to share a personal experience with readers, letting them know that 

moving to a new place may seem scary, but it will turn out okay. 

Whenever they write, authors are trying to persuade, inform, entertain, or share a personal 

experience -- PIES!

6A
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

I am a teacher in a college in a large city in China. One day, some students asked me to join 
them for dinner. They said they wanted to take me to a very special restaurant that had 
just opened. This new place served American food. The students were proud that their city 
had a restaurant that served fine American food. I was quite surprised when we got to the 
restaurant. My students had taken me to a very well-known fast food restaurant!

1. In the paragraph above, the author’s purpose is to

A. inform.

B. entertain.

C. share personal experiences.

D. persuade.

Helping someone else is a great way to meet people. It gives you a reason to step outside 
of what you know. A few things can happen as a result. You might learn new things. You 
may gain a new way to see life. Many people say that if you help someone else once, you 
usually decide to do it again.

It is not hard to be a part of Make A Difference Day. You could read to sick kids at a 
hospital. You could cook or clean for someone who needs help. You could plant trees in 
your local park. You could help teach senior citizens how to use a computer.

2. In the paragraph above, the author’s purpose is to

A. inform.

B. entertain.

C. share personal experiences.

D. persuade.

Some members of the bird family can also be quite small. The hummingbird is perhaps the 
most well-known example. Most are three to five inches in size. But the smallest living bird 
on Earth is the bee hummingbird. The male will be only two to three inches big when fully 
grown. It is so small that some people actually think it’s a bee. (Thus, the name.) And it will 
weigh as little as 1.5 grams. That is lighter than a penny.

3. In the paragraph above, the author’s purpose is to

A. inform.

B. entertain.

C. share personal experiences.

D. persuade.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the question that follows.

Charley went to the incubator and looked inside of it. The top of each egg had a little  
crack in it.

Then Charley saw the head of a baby chick. “They are finally hatching! I have real Easter 
chicks!”

And, in the same way the first chick hatched, all the other chicks hatched.

“Look, all three eggs hatched!” her dad said. “That means you did a great job taking care  
of them, Charley!”

4. In the paragraph above, the author’s purpose is to

A. inform.

B. entertain.

C. share personal experiences.

D. persuade.

Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 1

B A S I C
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Authors have many reasons for writing make-believe stories or informational texts. The author 

may be trying to 

• persuade (convince readers to believe something, think something, or change their minds 

about something)

• inform  (teach readers about a topic using facts and other information that can be proved)

• entertain (make readers laugh or feel enjoyment)

• share a personal experience (tell something about themselves that might help the readers)

One clue to help you determine an author’s purpose is to identify what kind of text the author 

has created.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE READING                                    THE AUTHOR MOST LIKELY WROTE TO

newspaper editorials, TV commercials, 
advertisements, speeches

persuade 

news reports, textbooks, instruction manuals, 
cookbooks, biographies

inform 

novels, plays, movie scripts, short stories, comic 
books

entertain 

autobiographies, personal essays, resumes, diaries share personal experiences 

Another clue to determine an author’s purpose is to look at what kind of information the author 

presents in the text.

FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE AUTHOR’S WORK INCLUDES                     THE AUTHOR MOST LIKELY WROTE TO

Opinions, arguments, reviews persuade 

Facts, instructions, examples, definitions, explanations inform 

Humor, drama, dialogue, rhymes, make-believe 

settings, superheroes, aliens
entertain 

Information about his or her life, work, family, 

relationships, or feelings
share personal experiences 

Knowing why the author wrote something will help you better understand the meaning and 

purpose of the words you are reading.
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 ► Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

A crow’s nest is as comfortable as it is solid. The female makes sure of that by lining 
the nest with feathers, plant fibers, mosses, and hair to make it soft for baby birds. In early 
spring, the female lays about six spotted blue-green eggs in the nest. About three weeks 
later, the babies hatch and both parents feed them insects. In about five weeks, the young 
are ready to fly and find food on their own.

1. In the text above, what is the author’s purpose?

A. to persuade

B. to inform

C. to entertain

D. to share a personal experience

The first thing to do in beginning a journal is to make the decision to stick to it. Do not 
begin and let the poor journal die in a week. A journal, or diary, should be written in every 
day, if possible. Do not be frightened at this, for you do a great many things every day. The 
time you spend writing may be longer or shorter, according to what is to be written about. 
But try and write at least a little every day.

2. In the text above, what is the author’s purpose?

A. to persuade

B. to inform

C. to entertain

D. to share a personal experience

I knew Mr. Adams was a different kind of teacher on the first day of class. He did not 
walk into the room. He rode in on a skateboard! Can you imagine how surprised I was? 
I never saw a teacher do anything like that. He rode the skateboard into the class and 
stopped in the front of the room. Then he looked at all of us, smiled, and said, “Hello, 
sponges! I’m Mr. Adams. Welcome to science!”

3. In the text above, what is the author’s purpose?

A. to persuade

B. to inform

C. to entertain

D. to share a personal experience
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 ► Read the following paragraph and answer the question that follows.

Ages ago, when the world was first made, the gods decided to build a beautiful city high 
above the heavens. It was to stand on a plain under the shade of a great tree. First, the 
gods built a house with a silver roof, where there were seats for all 12 chiefs. In the midst, 
high above the rest, was the wonder-throne of Odin, the All-Father. Afterwards, the gods 
built separate houses for all those who dwelt in the city. They saved Father Odin’s palace 
until last, for they meant this to be the largest and most splendid of all.

4. In the text above, what is the author’s purpose?

A. to persuade

B. to inform

C. to entertain

D. to share a personal experience

Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 2

B A S I C
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What is an author’s purpose?  It’s the reason he or she wrote a selection. Authors write to 

persuade, inform, entertain, or share personal experiences.

Sometimes an author’s purpose is clearly stated. For example, an author of a movie review may 

tell you in the text he is going to convince you to go see the new action film, and then provide 

evidence of why you should do so.

 ► Read the following movie review.

Run, don’t walk, to the nearest theater to see “Zombie Vacation!” Let me tell you why 
this is the best movie of the year. The acting is terrific, the special effects are amazing, and 
the laughs never stop! This action-packed film is perfect for the whole family. I loved this 
movie so much that I will see it again and again. You need to see it TODAY!

When an author’s purpose is clearly stated, it means the author tells you directly in the text what 

he or she is trying to do. There’s no room for questions or doubt about the author’s purpose in 

this example. This author is trying to persuade, or convince, you to see a movie. 

But sometimes an author’s purpose is not clearly stated. You need to read closely and look for 

clues about what the author’s purpose might be. For example, a person may write a speech 

that has a purpose that is not directly stated. You will need to combine clues in the speech with 

information you already know (your background knowledge) to figure out what the author’s real 

purpose is.  

 ► Read the following part from a speech.

Our city needs a new mayor. We need a mayor who has experience as a leader and a 
manager. We need a mayor who cares about people. We need a mayor who knows how to 
save money! I am the owner of a successful company. I have hundreds of employees, and 
they say I am a great boss. They love working for me. My business makes money, has no 
debt, and is growing every year.  

What is the purpose of this author’s speech?

CLUES IN THE SPEECH                                         YOUR BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

The author of this speech says  
the city needs a new mayor.

Cities get new leaders during elections.

The author of this speech describes  
the traits of a good mayor.

City leaders need to have the right kind of  
experience to be successful in their jobs.

The author of this speech describes her 
own traits as a leader of a company.

Some people in the community may have the experience  
and other traits needed to be a successful mayor.

Did you guess that the author of this speech is trying to persuade people that she would make a 

good mayor for the city? That’s exactly what she is doing.

An author’s purpose for writing may be to persuade you. This may be stated directly in the text, 

or you may need to look for clues in the text to figure it out.
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 ► Read the following paragraph and answer the questions that follow.

There is still a pretty strong argument against zoos, and it’s a very simple one. Wild 
animals are meant to live in the wild. Even the best zoo can’t create an animal’s exact 
natural environment. People may fill an animal’s space with rocks and trees. That may 
help the space look and feel more natural. But no zoo can provide the miles and miles of 
open space that a wild animal would have in nature. Take a wild elephant, for example. An 
elephant in the wild may travel as much as 30 miles a day. It would also travel in a large 
herd. In the zoo, it may have only a small area to walk around in. It may have only one or 
two other elephants with it.

1. The author’s purpose is clearly stated in this text. Choose the two sentences in this text that 
directly state the author’s purpose.

2. The author of this text is trying to persuade readers to think that 

A.  zoos are good homes for all animals.

B.  people should visit wild animals in zoos.

C. wild animals should not be kept in zoos. 

D. people should open more zoos for wild animals.

 ► Read the following excerpt from an email message and answer the questions that follow.

I have taken classes in childcare and first aid. I know how to prepare healthy meals that 
children will enjoy. I will be firm, but fair, making sure your children follow your rules even 
when you are not home. I have younger brothers and sisters, so I know many games and 
activities that your children will enjoy.  I can provide you the names and phone numbers 
of people who know me, and they can tell you more about my experience working with 
children.

3. The author’s purpose is not clearly stated in this text. Write the author’s purpose based on the 
clues in the text.

4. The young man who wrote this email is trying to persuade the reader to 

A. make healthier meals for him.

B. hire him to be a babysitter.

C. call people for information about first aid.

D. let him visit his brothers and sisters.
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When you read, it is important to know what purpose the author has in mind. Is the author trying 

to convince you to do something? Or to think in a certain way? Is the author trying to teach you 

how to do something by providing instructions? Does the author want to entertain you with an 

amusing story?  Figuring out the author’s purpose is an important step in understanding what 

you are reading.

 ► Read this text.

We have a problem in our community. We need a bigger library. Our current library is 
a small building. It is already filled with books, so the librarians have a hard time finding 
space to add new books that I want to read. The library is often so crowded that I cannot 
find a place to sit. And the building is too hot in the summer and too cold in the winter. 

The author of this text is making an argument for a new library. The author is trying to convince 

you that the current library is not serving the community in the best way possible. The author 

provides information to support the claim. What is this author doing? Persuading you.

 ► Read this text.

1. Stir together: 1 cup flour, 2 tablespoons sugar, 2 teaspoons baking powder, and a pinch of salt

2. Add: 1 cup milk, 3 tablespoons butter, and 1 egg.  Stir until flour is moistened.

3. Heat griddle or pan over medium heat. Brush lightly with oil. 

4. Pour batter onto hot griddle, making a few pancakes at a time. 

5. Cook until tops are bubbly and edges look dry. Turn and cook until underside is golden. 

The author of this text has provided step-by-step instructions on how to make pancakes.  The 

author also includes important facts, such as the amount of each ingredient to use. What is this 

author doing? Informing, or teaching, you.  

 ► Read this text.

It happened one day that a big group of fish was playing a game. They played along 
a sandy beach near the sea. After many hours the fish became bored. They wanted 
something else to do. Fin was a large sunfish. He was the leader of the group of fish. He 
said, “Let’s stop playing this boring game. I have a great idea. We can slide down from the 
highest cliff into the sea.”

The author of this text is writing about talking fish! What is this author doing? Entertaining you. 
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 ► Read this text.

My teacher wants everyone in our class to be friends. Since the first day of school, she 
has made sure we are all friends with one another.  One day my teacher told our class we 
would make faraway friends. She said these friends lived in other countries. My teacher 
said we would get to know them without leaving our classroom!

My teacher handed out small paper envelopes. There was a colorful stamp on the 
outside of mine. My friends in the class each got their own envelope to open. My 
classmates and I opened the envelopes. Inside we each found a photo and a letter! My 
letter was written neatly with a green pen on white paper. I read it.

The author of this text is telling about something that happened to her. What is this author 

doing? Sharing a personal experience with you.

Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 4

B A S I C
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

When the food chain is broken, it affects all life on Earth: plants, animals, and people 
alike. To care for ourselves and keep ourselves healthy, we need to care for all other living 
things and keep them healthy too. It’s as simple as that.

1. The author of the text above is

A. persuading.

B. informing.

C. entertaining.

D. sharing a personal experience.

In the United States today, the average home is about 2,600 square feet. That’s more 
than twice the size of a home in the 1950s. And many of the homes built in just the last 20 
years are far bigger. At the same time, many people around the world live in one room or a 
cramped apartment for economic reasons.

2. The author of the text above is

A. persuading.

B. informing.

C. entertaining.

D. sharing a personal experience.

I was sitting in my chair, lazily turning the pages of a small paperback book someone 
had left on the bus earlier that afternoon, when I came across the sentence that first put 
me on the trail. For a moment I didn’t respond. It took some time for the full importance of 
the words to sink in. Once I understood what I had read, it seemed odd I hadn’t noticed it 
right away.

3. The author of the text above is

A. persuading.

B. informing.

C. entertaining.

D. sharing a personal experience.

Pablo followed the alien down the hallway. They found the group of boys. The alien 
stared at the boys. Soon the boys were covered with spiders. They dropped Pablo’s book 
bag. They jumped around, trying to brush the spiders off. Pablo saw his book bag fall to 
the floor. He grabbed it and ran toward his locker. The alien said, “See? I told you I have 
special powers.”

4. The author of the text above is

A. persuading.

B. informing.

C. entertaining.

D. sharing a personal experience.

6A
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 6: Point of View  

6A Recognizing Author’s Purpose 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Explain the reason why an author wrote a selection. Be sure to use evidence from 
the selection to support your answer. 

Basic Write a letter to the author of a selection you really enjoyed. Suggests ideas for 
similar selections the author should write. 

Basic Give examples of selections that did the following: made you laugh, taught you 
something new, changed your opinion about something, made you want to try to 
do something new. 

Basic Give an example of a selection that was written for more than one reason. Explain 
what the reasons are. 

Basic Describe how the author of a selection tries to prove that he or she is right. 

Basic Explain why you agree or disagree with statements made in a selection. 

Basic Write a letter to a friend that convinces him or her to read a selection you enjoyed. 
Give three reasons why your friend should read the selection. 

Basic Write a paragraph about a selection that changed your opinion about a person, 
topic, or event. 

Intermediate What was the author's primary intent when he or she wrote a selection? What 
other objectives might the author have had in mind when writing the selection? 

Intermediate How effective were the words and writing style used by the author of a selection? 
Explain why. 

Intermediate Write a paragraph about a selection that changed your opinion about a person, 
topic, or event. 

Intermediate Explain why you agree or disagree with statements made in a selection. 
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Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Assess the value or importance of an author's choice of prose, setting, or 
characterization in a selection. 

Intermediate How does the author progress a selection to its conclusion? Provide three 
examples. 

Intermediate Choose a fictional selection you read and rewrite it from the antagonist's point of 
view. 

 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Intermediate Describe how the author of an argument tries to prove that he or she is right. 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Select two Non-fiction texts that use different types of text structure to present 
information. Explain why the author's of each selection would chose one kind of 
structure rather than the other. 

Basic Write step-by-step instructions for someone who wants to write a selection on one 
of the following topics: sharks, basketball, or recycling. Include as many details 
about this process as you can. 

Intermediate Choose an informational text that presents information in a cause-and-effect or 
problem-and-solution manner. Describe why the organization of information did 
(or did not) help you understand the main idea of the selection. 
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