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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Point of View – Recognizing Author’s Purpose

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Recognizing 
Author’s Purpose. Author’s purpose is the reason why an author 
writes a text. To figure out the author’s purpose, it’s helpful to 
ask: is the author trying to persuade, inform, entertain, or share 
an experience, and how do you know?
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Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Author’s Purpose is the reason an author writes a text. Author’s Purpose relies heavily on his/her 

point of view. Point of view is an author’s attitude, opinion, or manner toward a particular topic, 

and it helps to shape the purpose, content, and style of a text. 

In literary or narrative texts, different narrators and characters can have contrasting points of 

view. Often, an author develops these contrasting points of view through use of irony. Irony is 

a literary device used to highlight the difference between what is expected and what actually 

happens in a text. Three common types of irony are dramatic, situational, and verbal.

• Dramatic irony happens when the audience or reader has information that a character in a 

text does not. For example, a reader might know that one character in a text has set a trap, 

and another (unknowing) character is about to walk right into it. There is no way for the 

reader to give the unknowing character any warning, of course, and so the suspense of the 

plot increases. Dramatic irony uses the difference between what the reader knows and what 

the characters know to create dramatic or humorous suspense in the text.

• Situational irony happens when the outcome of an event is the direct opposite of what is 

expected. For example, a character might wake up late one morning and rush to get dressed 

and get to school only to realize the school is closed because it’s Saturday. Situational irony 

uses contrasts and contradictions to create an unexpected turn in the plot.

• Verbal irony happens when a character says one thing but means another. Three common 

types of verbal irony are sarcasm, overstatement, and understatement:

 » Sarcasm is the use of sharp or pointed language to mock, or to express scorn or disdain. 

For example, something bad might happen, but a character might say in response, 

“Oh, that’s just great!” “Great” usually means something positive, but here it’s used to 

emphasize something negative.  

 » Overstatement is declaring something to be more than what it really is. It’s also known 

as exaggeration. For example, a character who has been waiting a long time for 

something might say, “I’ve been waiting a million years!” It’s not physically possible for 

a human to do anything for a million years. “A million years” is used here to emphasize a 

long time.

 » Understatement is declaring something to be less than what it really is. For example, 

a character who knows that the outdoor temperature is -20 degrees Fahrenheit might 

say, “It’s a little chilly today.” “Chilly” means “mildly cold,” or a little bit cold. An outdoor 

temperature of 20 degrees below zero is life-threateningly dangerous. “Chilly” is used 

here to downplay the freezing temperature in a humorous way.

When you read a narrative or literary text, see how the author uses language to craft different points 

of view. Authors use irony in their writing to highlight the difference between the literal meaning 

being put forth and the implied meaning underneath. The deeper layer of meaning is revealed not by 

the words themselves but by the situation and the context in which they are placed.
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 ► Read the examples below. For each one, state if the example is dramatic irony, situational 
irony, sarcasm, overstatement, or understatement. Then give a reason to support your answer. 

Example 

In the fairy tale “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” the reader knows that the old woman who 

offers Snow White a poisoned apple is really the evil queen in disguise, but Snow White does not.

A. This statement is an example of

B. Reason: 

Dr. Wells found a cure for a rare disease, yet his own children are constantly sick.

1A. This statement is an example of

1B. Reason: 

Lou got his sister from the airport. He picked up her suitcase to load it into the car and said, “What 

have you got in here? Bricks? Your luggage weighs a ton!”

2A. This statement is an example of

2B. Reason: 

In a mystery and detective novel, the reader knows that the thief is one of the workers at a store, 

but the other characters do not.

3A. This statement is an example of

3B. Reason: 

On Monday, Nevaeh found a diamond ring on the street. On Tuesday, she got a raise at work. On 

Wednesday, she won a new car. When asked how her week was going, Nevaeh replied, “Oh, it’s okay.” 

4A. This statement is an example of

4B. Reason: 

Ted said to Bill, “I’m so glad all our teachers loaded us up with homework over Spring Break!”

5A. This statement is an example of

5B. Reason: 

Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

dramatic irony
The reader has information that the character in the text does not.
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In comic books and their related movies, the audience knows the true identities of the superheroes 

but most of the other characters do not.

6A. This statement is an example of

6B. Reason: 

A person publishes a post on social media complaining about how social media is a waste of time.

7A. This statement is an example of

7B. Reason: 

Cori was running to avoid her brothers’ water balloon fight when she tripped and fell into a  

big puddle.

8A. This statement is an example of

8B. Reason: 

Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 1
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Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Author’s Purpose is the reason an author writes a text. It’s often defined as PIES -- that is, 

the purpose of writing is to persuade, inform, entertain, or share a personal experience. But 

sometimes you have to go beyond PIES. An author might have more than one purpose. Or, an 

author’s purpose might change throughout the course of a text. 

For example, an author may begin a text with a quote, a question, or an anecdote to “hook” or 

draw in the reader. Then the author may switch to an eyewitness account or list of facts to make 

the reader feel sympathetic, frustrated, or otherwise emotionally involved. The author might then 

present an argument about how or why to change something. When you break apart a whole 

text, you can see how an author’s purpose might change as you read.

For example, take a look at Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. Lincoln made this speech in 

1863 at the dedication of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. It was two 

years into the American Civil War and four months after the Battle of Gettysburg. 

TEXT FROM GETTYSBURG ADDRESS                                         LINCOLN’S PURPOSE

Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth 
upon this continent a new nation: conceived in liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

to remind people of the Founding 
Fathers’ vision: a nation dedicated to 
equality.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long 
endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war.

to admit that the Civil War was 
testing the young nation and its 
dedication to equality

We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final 
resting place for those who here gave their lives that this 
nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we 
should do this.

to dedicate ground from the 
battlefield as a final resting place for 
those who fought and died there

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate—we cannot 
consecrate—we cannot hallow—this ground. The brave men, 
living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far 
above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 
note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never 
forget what they did here.

to honor the soldiers who gave their 
lives defending the principles put forth 
by the Founding Fathers

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the 
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far 
so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to 
the great task remaining before us—that from these honored 
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this 
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and 
that government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth.

to restate the Union effort: 
dedication to democratic principles

to ask the people listening to 
continue the task of upholding 
democracy and equality

Lincoln’s most famous speech is short. Its main purpose was to dedicate the cemetery. But as 

you read and break down the text, you can see the speech had additional purposes as well.
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 ► Read the excerpts below and answer the questions that follow.

(1) One of the people who was instrumental in bringing about the Civil War was neither 
a fiery military leader nor an influential politician. She was a writer. Her name was Harriet 
Beecher Stowe. (2) Her book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, emphasized the cruelty of slavery and 
inflamed feelings in both the North and the South, thus hastening the outbreak of war.

1A. In the excerpt above, what is the author’s purpose in section (1)? 

1B. What is the author’s purpose in section (2)? 

(1) When considering a career, stop and take a good, honest look at yourself. If you are 
to choose a career that will suit you — and to which you will be suited — you will need to 
realistically examine what you can offer to the workforce and what you may reasonably 
expect to get in return. (2) You might begin by figuring out a kind of “balance sheet” 
of yourself. On it you would list each of the following: your educational background 
and preparation; your special skills, aptitudes, and creative talents; your strengths and 
weaknesses of character, especially those that are fundamental to the world of work; and 
your own personal goals.

2A. In the excerpt above, what is the author’s purpose in section (1)? 

2B. What is the author’s purpose in section (2)? 

(1) Getting some people to go to the dentist “is like pulling teeth.” (2) Having a tooth 
pulled is an unpleasant experience. Hardly anybody looks forward to it. Many people start 
to shake at the very thought of going to the dentist, even for a checkup. They just seem to 
link the dentist with pain and fear of pain. (3) But modern medicine has led to changes for 
the better. Those who are afraid of the dentist’s chair, or who just will not go to the dentist, 
now have options that are free from both pain and stress.

3A. In the excerpt above, what is the author’s purpose in section (1)? 

3B. What is the author’s purpose in section (2)? 

3B. What is the author’s purpose in section (3)? 

Point of View
Recognizing Author’s Purpose

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

6A



 

www.readingplus.com • 800-READ-PLUS 
 Copyright © 2019 Reading Plus, LLC. All Rights Reserved 

 

 
Writing Prompts for Anchor 6: Point of View  

6A Recognizing Author’s Purpose 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Explain the reason why an author wrote a selection. Be sure to use evidence from 
the selection to support your answer. 

Basic Write a letter to the author of a selection you really enjoyed. Suggests ideas for 
similar selections the author should write. 

Basic Give examples of selections that did the following: made you laugh, taught you 
something new, changed your opinion about something, made you want to try to 
do something new. 

Basic Give an example of a selection that was written for more than one reason. Explain 
what the reasons are. 

Basic Describe how the author of a selection tries to prove that he or she is right. 

Basic Explain why you agree or disagree with statements made in a selection. 

Basic Write a letter to a friend that convinces him or her to read a selection you enjoyed. 
Give three reasons why your friend should read the selection. 

Basic Write a paragraph about a selection that changed your opinion about a person, 
topic, or event. 

Intermediate What was the author's primary intent when he or she wrote a selection? What 
other objectives might the author have had in mind when writing the selection? 

Intermediate How effective were the words and writing style used by the author of a selection? 
Explain why. 

Intermediate Write a paragraph about a selection that changed your opinion about a person, 
topic, or event. 

Intermediate Explain why you agree or disagree with statements made in a selection. 
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Prompts for Fiction Only 

Intermediate Assess the value or importance of an author's choice of prose, setting, or 
characterization in a selection. 

Intermediate How does the author progress a selection to its conclusion? Provide three 
examples. 

Intermediate Choose a fictional selection you read and rewrite it from the antagonist's point of 
view. 

 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Intermediate Describe how the author of an argument tries to prove that he or she is right. 
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Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Select two Non-fiction texts that use different types of text structure to present 
information. Explain why the author's of each selection would chose one kind of 
structure rather than the other. 

Basic Write step-by-step instructions for someone who wants to write a selection on one 
of the following topics: sharks, basketball, or recycling. Include as many details 
about this process as you can. 

Intermediate Choose an informational text that presents information in a cause-and-effect or 
problem-and-solution manner. Describe why the organization of information did 
(or did not) help you understand the main idea of the selection. 
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