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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Point of View – Recognizing Persuasive Devices

For students 
reading at a  
2nd grade  

to 5th grade 
level

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Recognizing 
Persuasive Devices. Persuasive devices are literary techniques 
(such as words, phrases, and forms of reasoning) that an author 
uses to convince readers to think a certain way. When readers 
look for persuasive devices in a text, they analyze the language 
the author uses and the reasons the author gives to express his 
or her point of view.
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Have you ever tried to change someone’s mind about something? Or have you tried to get 

someone to do something? If so, then you have tried to convince someone. Maybe you tried to 

convince your brother to do your chores. Maybe you tried to convince your friend to read a book 

you really enjoyed. Or you might have tried to convince your mom or dad to let you see a new 

movie.

How did you convince these people? You probably started by stating your opinion or making an 

argument. Then you provided reasons and examples to support your opinion or argument. For 

example, to your brother you might have said:

“Washing Dad’s car is the most fun you will ever have! There’s a bucket of soapy water 
and a hose! Dad doesn’t mind if you get all wet! It is better than going swimming!”

To your best friend you might have said:

“I just finished reading the best book ever!  The characters are cool space aliens! The 
aliens have amazing adventures. There’s something funny on every page! You need to read 
this as soon as possible!”

To your mom or dad you might have said:

“I really want to see the new movie. It has nonstop action. My favorite actor is in it. I have 
already finished all my homework and I studied for my test. I’ll use my allowance to pay for 
the movie ticket!”

If your argument, reasons, and examples seem truthful and correct, then you are likely to 

convince someone. But if your argument, reasons, and examples are not truthful, or they seem to 

offer incorrect information, then you will not convince anyone. 

Authors sometimes try to convince readers, just as you sometimes try to convince your family or 

friends.  For example, an author may try to convince readers to

• buy a product.

• change their mind about something.

• support a cause.

How would an author try to convince a reader? The author will make an argument or state an 

opinion. Then the author will provide reasons and examples to support the argument or opinion. 

Your job as a reader is to figure out if an author is trying to convince you to do something. 

Why do you need to do this? If an author is trying to convince you, you must read closely and 

carefully. Look for the reasons and examples provided by the author. Do they support the 

author’s argument or opinion?  Are they truthful and correct? Are they enough to convince you 

to do something?
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 ► Read this paragraph and then answer the questions that follow.

Exercise is fun to do! It’s great for you too. It makes your body strong. It can put you in 
a better mood. You will feel happy and calm. When you exercise, you are being active. You 
are moving your body in some way. Many people do not get enough exercise. We can do a 
better job of moving our bodies. The best day to start doing more exercise is today.

1. What is the author trying to convince you to do?

A. read more about exercise

B. do more exercise

C. teach someone to exercise

D. do less exercise

2. What are three reasons or examples that the author provides as support for this opinion?

 ► Read this paragraph and then answer the questions that follow.

I don’t think Bigfoot is a real being. I think it is just a story. We would have found its hair. 
We would have found its bones. We would have found its teeth. It is odd that so many 
people say they have seen Bigfoot. Yet no one has found any true, hard proof. People who 
say they have seen Bigfoot must be making up stories.

3. What is the author trying to convince you to believe?

A. Bigfoot has no teeth.

B. Bigfoot has been seen by many people.

C. Bigfoot is not real.

D. Bigfoot is covered with hair.

4. What are three reasons or examples that the author provides as support for this opinion?
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Authors may write texts to get you to believe something or act in a certain way. When authors 

do this, they are trying to persuade or convince you. Writing that gets you to think or act in 

a certain way is called persuasive writing. When you read a persuasive text, you have three 

important tasks to do: read carefully, analyze (think about) the author’s words, and decide if you 

agree with the author.

 ► As you read persuasive writing:

YOUR TASK IS TO                      YOU CAN DO THIS BY

read very carefully.

remembering that persuasive writing is the author’s opinion. The 
author is trying to get you to agree with his or her opinion. You 

need to read the text closely to figure out if you agree or disagree 
with the author’s opinion and arguments.

analyze the arguments, opinions,  
and facts the author gives.

checking the information that is given in the text. You need to 
find out if the author is using facts and correct data.  

To do this, you may have to do extra research.

figure out if you agree or  
disagree with the author.

comparing the information the author gives to facts you already 
know, as well as to any extra research you have done. Ask yourself, 

“Does the author’s argument make sense?”  
“Is the information that is used correct?”

 ► Read this example of persuasive writing.

I think the best food to eat is pizza, and the best pizza is made in Paul’s Pizza Place. 
Paul knows more about making pizza than most people. He has been making pizzas for 50 
years. A recent blog post on a food website described how he learned to make pizzas from 
his father, who was an award-winning cook. Paul’s pizzas have won many awards, including 
“Pizza Magazine’s Tastiest Pie” award. Paul uses fresh, organic ingredients that make his 
pizzas delicious and flavorful. Paul’s Pizza Place sells more pizzas than any other pizza 
shop in this state. 

The author of this text has the opinion that Paul’s Pizza is the best there is. The author provides 

information to support the opinion, which can be checked. For example, you could check the 

facts by reading the newspaper article or Pizza Magazine. Or you could look on the Internet for 

information about Paul’s pizza awards. 

After reading this paragraph, have you been persuaded to go to Paul’s Pizza Place for a slice of 

pizza? Why or why not?
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 ► Read the persuasive paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow. 

A gecko is the best kind of lizard to have as a pet. At the pet store, you can choose 
whatever color gecko you want. One of the coolest things a gecko can do is shed its skin. 
It can even walk up walls of glass because of the hair-like surfaces of its feet. Imagine 
showing that off to your friends!

1. What is the author trying to convince you to do?

2. What words, phrases, or information does the author use to convince you?

If you want to play a sport, soccer is a much safer choice than football. More kids get 
hurt playing football than playing soccer. Football players have to wear padding and 
helmets because the sport is so dangerous. It’s a lot more fun to play a sport when you’re 
not wearing so much extra gear.

3. What is the author trying to convince you to do?

4. What words, phrases, or information does the author use to convince you?
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 ► Read the persuasive paragraphs below and answer the questions that follow. 

The “Harry Potter” books are the best-selling fantasy novels of all time. The seventh 
book broke records in the United States when it sold 11 million copies in 24 hours! It’s so 
exciting when Harry fights against monsters and his enemy, Voldemort. If you are looking 
for a new book to read, you have got to check out the “Harry Potter” books.

5. What is the author trying to convince you to do?

6. What words, phrases, or information does the author use to convince you?

If you are going to play an instrument, any instrument would be better than drums. 
Drums are so loud! You can’t even play music notes on a drum. You can only play the beats 
to a song. They also take up a lot of space. You can’t fit them in a backpack. You should 
play a nice small instrument like the flute.

7. What is the author trying to convince you to do?

8. What words, phrases, or information does the author use to convince you?
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An author who is writing to persuade wants to convince you of an opinion or belief. The author 

might be trying to change your mind about something. Or make you want to buy something. 

Sometimes persuasive writing is easy to find. You can find clearly stated clues in the text. For 

example, phrases like these let you know you are reading text that is trying to convince you of 

something. 

• “I think…” or “I feel…” or “I believe...”

• “In my opinion…”

• “Without a doubt…”

• “It seems to me…”

• “As you can see…”

Phrases like the ones listed above let you know that an author wants you to think, feel, or believe 

the same things that he or she does. But sometimes persuasive writing is a little harder to 

identify. Authors do not clearly let you know they are trying to persuade you. You need to figure 

it out. 

How can you determine if you are reading something that is trying to persuade you? The first 

thing to do is figure out what kind of text you are reading. Certain kinds of texts are almost 

always written to persuade readers. For example:

KIND OF TEXT                                     HOW DOES THIS TEXT PERSUADE READERS?

Newspaper editorials
This kind of text tells about the newspaper’s opinion on a topic, 

event, or issue. The newspaper tries to convince you by providing 
examples and reasons that support the opinion.

Advertisements
This kind of text is trying to sell products or services to you.  

The ad will make a claim about a product or service, and then  
offer reasons why you need to buy it. 

Movie and book reviews

This kind of text offers an author’s opinion on how good (or bad) 
a movie or book is. The author will provide reasons and examples 

why you should (or should not) spend time reading  
the book or viewing the movie.

In these kinds of texts, the author may not directly state his or her opinion. It is up to you to 

figure out if the author is trying to convince you of something while you are reading.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

My brother plays baseball, so I always have to go to his games. In my opinion, basketball 
is much more fun to watch live. Basketball players score points more often than in baseball, 
which means the game is more exciting. Sometimes in baseball, it takes almost the whole 
game for someone to score! There is a lot of down time in baseball, like when the players 
are switching from batting to pitching. In basketball, the action never stops!

1. What phrase lets you know that this text is persuasive writing?

A. which means

B. in my opinion

C. to watch live

D. in other sports

2. Which TWO phrases from this text are opinions?

A. the game is more exciting

B. basketball players score points more often than in baseball

C. my brother plays baseball

D. basketball is much more fun to watch live

E. players are switching from batting to pitching

Moore’s Turbo-Dry Powder is the greatest product on the market today! Just sprinkle 
some powder on anything and it will dry in seconds. Spilled some milk on the counter? 
No need to grab a towel, just grab the Turbo-Dry! Spilled coffee on your shirt? Turbo-Dry 
to the rescue! You won’t believe how your life will change after buying Moore’s Turbo-Dry 
Powder: in stores now for only $19.99!

3. This text could most likely be found in

A. an advertisement.

B. a guidebook.

C. a review of a new product.

D. a newspaper editorial.

4. Which phrase from this text is an opinion?

A. in stores now for only $19.99

B. sprinkle some powder on anything

C. spilled some milk on the counter

D. greatest product on the market today
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 ► Read this paragraph and answer the questions that follow.

Last Saturday, I had a front row seat for “Quest for the Gold,” the latest movie from 
director Clement Hyde. Unlike Hyde’s other movies, “Quest for the Gold” involves no 
interesting plot points and drags on for three hours. The story begins in a dusty old office 
in New York City and ends in the dusty deserts of the Sahara, but too much time is spent in 
between. A boring plot could have been saved by spectacular acting, but the leading man 
and leading lady were not a believable couple, probably because of the cheesy lines they 
were given.

5. The writer of this text is trying to convince you

A. to go to the movies every Saturday.

B. to watch Clement Hyde’s other movies.

C. to avoid going to see “Quest for the Gold.”

D. to visit New York City and the Sahara desert.

6. Which phrase from this text is an opinion?

A. the story begins in a dusty old office in New York City

B. “Quest for the Gold,” the latest movie from director, Clement Hyde

C. “Quest for the Gold” involves no interesting plot points

D. last Saturday, I had a front row seat for “Quest for the Gold”
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 6: Point of View  

6B Recognizing Persuasive Devices 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Is the author telling you how he or she feels or thinks about a topic, or is the author 
stating facts? What words give you clues about what the author is doing? 

Basic List all the things you like about a selection. Then explain which of these reasons 
are based on fact and which are based on opinion. 

Basic Write a review about one of the selections you read that gives only your opinions. 
Then write a second review of the selection that gives only facts about the 
selection. 

Intermediate Describe language, tone, or theme used in a selection that helped you determine if 
the selection was fact or opinion. 

Intermediate Write a newspaper editorial or blog post to support an opinion expressed in a 
selection you read. 

Intermediate Create a transcript of a television talk show that has characters from selections as 
the show's guests. Label each speaker's statements as fact or opinion. 

Intermediate Write an endorsement for a selection, giving only opinions. Write another 
endorsement using only facts. 

 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Give three examples to prove that an author is telling a true story. 

Basic What would you do if you wanted to prove what an author says in a selection is 
false? Give an example of something you did not believe from a selection. 

Intermediate When making an important decision, can there be a balance between taking into 
account both fact and opinion? Use examples from selections to explain why or 
why not? 

Intermediate Describe a selection you have read in which the opinions presented influenced 
your personal judgment of a topic. 
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Reason - Give a reason for the author’s opinion.

Example - Give an example to support the author’s opinion.

Opinion - Give the author’s opinion.

Opinion - Restate the author’s opinion.

Opinion - Give the author’s opinion.

Reason - Give a reason for the author’s opinion.

Example - Give an example to support the author’s opinion.

Opinion - Restate the author’s opinion.
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