
Copyright © 2020 Reading Plus LLC. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com

Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Point of View – Recognizing Persuasive Devices    

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Recognizing 
Persuasive Devices. Persuasive devices are literary techniques 
(such as words, phrases, and forms of reasoning) that an author 
uses to convince readers to think a certain way. When readers 
look for persuasive devices in a text, they analyze the language 
the author uses and the reasons the author gives to express his 
or her point of view.
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Point of View
Recognizing Persuasive Devices

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Have you ever heard the saying, “There are two sides to every story”? It means that every issue 

or subject can be looked at from more than one point of view. This is also true for texts. When a 

text is biased, it shows only one side of a story. It gives only one person’s point of view. 

Sometimes the author’s bias can be determined 

based on the words the author uses to describe the 

people or events in the story. For example, suppose 

three people are asked to describe the house 

shown in Image 1. 

The house might be described as “vintage” by the 

first person, “worn out” by the second, and simply 

“old” by the third. All three people agree that the 

house was built a long time ago, but their choice of 

words gives clues about biases they may hold.

The word “vintage” means old, but in a rare or 

classic kind of way. This gives the idea that the first 

person likes the house and is biased in favor of it. The term “worn out” also means old, but in 

a broken or damaged kind of way. This gives the idea that the second person does not like the 

house and is biased against it. The word “old” by itself is neutral. This gives the idea that the third 

person is objective, or not biased to either side. 

An author’s bias can also be determined based on which side of the story is told. In other words, 

a text can be biased based on the information it does not include.

 ► For example, read this paragraph about summer. 

 
Summer is the best time of year. There is no school, which means there is no homework. 

You can sleep late. You can go for a walk, a bike ride, or a swim every day. The sun rises 
early and sets late, so each day can be packed with things to do during daylight hours. It’s 
also hot, so no need to wear bulky coats or itchy sweaters.

The author gives many reasons to like summer, but gives no information about things that may 

not be as much fun. The author doesn’t mention work that must be done, such as mowing a 

lawn or weeding a garden. The author also doesn’t mention things like missing friends you would 

normally see every day at school, or getting a painful sunburn. This author shows bias by listing 

only the fun things about summer.

When you read a text, notice the language the author uses. The words the author chooses can 

tell a lot about his or her bias, or how the author truly feels about the subject.

Image source: Mwanner at English Wikipedia

IMAGE 1
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Recognizing Persuasive Devices

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the directions and complete the tasks that follow.

1. Circle the word in each group that shows bias. On the line following each group, explain what the 

bias of the circled word is.

A. run, trample, jog                                                                                                                                            

B. gossip, speak, talk                                                                                                                                         

C. tired, sleepy, exhausted                                                                                                                              

D. glad, happy, thrilled                                                                                                                                     

E. stink, scent, smell                                                                                                                                      

F. drag, lift, carry                                                                                                                                      

 ► Read the following paragraphs. State if the paragraph is biased or not biased and explain why.

2. 
Our house is the smallest one on the street. It has three bedrooms, a living room, and 

a kitchen. We used to have a dining room, but my dad made it into a bedroom when my 
sister was born.

3. 
Spring is a beautiful but unpredictable time of year. The weather is warm, the grass turns 

green again, and flowers bloom in fields and gardens. However the weather can change 
quickly. A sunny morning might be followed by an afternoon of powerful rainstorms that 
flood roads.
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the following statements. Explain how the statements are either biased or neutral.

4. A math degree is the only degree that can get you a job.

5. It rained all day on Saturday.

6. Modern art is awful.

7. Apples from Richter’s Orchard are the only ones worth eating.

8. The sun is a star. 
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9. Think of an item in your home or school. Describe that item from the three points of view listed 

below: one view that expresses like for the item, one that expresses dislike for the item, and one 

that is neutral.

Point of view expressing like for the item (bias in favor of the item): 

Point of view expressing dislike for the item (bias against the item):

Point of view expressing neither like nor dislike for the item (neutral bias):
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Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Every issue or subject can be looked at from more than one point of view. In literature, point of 

view is most often presented through the voice of the narrator. But what happens if the narrative 

voice is biased? A narrative voice that is biased presents only one point of view. When this 

happens, the narrator is said to be unreliable. This means the narrator sees things from only his 

or her point of view, and may not tell the details and events of the story in a trustworthy way. 

How can a narrator be biased? A narrator may be angry or upset, which can lead to an annoyed 

or outraged bias against others that affects the narrator’s judgment. A narrator may be young 

or inexperienced, which can lead to a simple or childlike bias when the narrator observes things 

about the world. A narrator may think he or she is reliable (and even tell the reader so), but the 

narrator’s words or actions suggest otherwise. This can lead to an unreasonable or illogical bias 

when the narrator gives information about other characters and events in the text.

An unreliable narrator can have any number of biases (either positive or negative) toward other 

characters or events, based on the causes that make the narrator unreliable in the first place. You 

have to use the clues the author puts in the text to figure out whether or not a narrator has a bias 

and if you can trust what the narrator says. 

For example, the narrator in Mark Twain’s classic novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is 

Huck himself. Read this excerpt from the beginning of the novel: 

You don’t know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer; but that ain’t no matter. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he 
told the truth, mainly. There was things which he stretched, but mainly he told the truth. 
That is nothing. I never seen anybody but lied one time or another, without it was Aunt 
Polly, or the widow, or maybe Mary.  Aunt Polly--Tom’s Aunt Polly, she is--and Mary, and 
the Widow Douglas is all told about in that book, which is mostly a true book, with some 
stretchers, as I said before.

Huck is a young character (about 13 or 14 years old). Notice how Huck explains how Twain 

“told the truth, mainly,” in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and how “there was things which he 

stretched” (meaning some events may be exaggerated, or made up, or untrue). Huck is okay 

with the book being “mostly” true, with “some stretchers” (things that are false). This suggests 

that if Twain’s other book “is mostly a true book, with some stretchers” then The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn will do the same. This also suggests that Huck’s bias is one of ignorance or 

innocence, since he may not be able to tell the difference between what is true and what is not, 

and may not fully understand the events that happen to and around him. 

This bias is purposely done on Twain’s part, of course. He’s letting the reader know that while 

Huck is generally a likeable character, his youth and relative inexperience in the world make him 

an unreliable narrator. 
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Some narrators say they are reliable but their words or actions show that they are not. In Edgar 

Allan Poe’s short story “The Tell-Tale Heart,” the narrator opens with these words: 

TRUE!--nervous--very, very dreadfully nervous I had been and am; but why will you say 
that I am mad? The disease had sharpened my senses--not destroyed--not dulled them. 
Above all was the sense of hearing acute. I heard all things in the heaven and in the earth. 
How, then, am I mad? Hearken! and observe how healthily--how calmly I can tell you the 
whole story.

The narrator admits that he is (and had been) “dreadfully nervous” and has some kind of disease. 

He admits others have called him “mad” (insane). He claims his disease has improved his hearing 

so much that he has “heard all things in the heaven and in the earth.” This is an impossible claim! 

This clue lets readers know that the narrator is very troubled and has a bias that is influenced by 

his inability to know what is reasonable or real. 

This type of bias results in a narrator who insists that his version of the story is the only true one. 

The narrator’s emphasis at the end of the paragraph that he can “healthily” and “calmly” tell the 

whole story suggests that the narrator thinks he is fine, when clearly he is not. This only adds to 

the fact that he cannot be trusted.

Bias in literature happens when the narrator is unreliable, untrustworthy, or unstable, and the 

narrative voice offers only one point of view. You must read more closely and pay more attention 

to the details of a story to determine what is correct. 

Point of View
Recognizing Persuasive Devices

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

 ► Read the excerpts below and answer the questions that follow.

I am a sick man. . . . I am a spiteful man. I believe my liver is diseased. I don’t consult a 
doctor for it, and never have, though I have a respect for medicine and doctors. Besides, 
I am extremely superstitious, sufficiently so to respect medicine, anyway (I am well-
educated enough not to be superstitious, but I am superstitious). . . . I used to be in the 
government service, but am no longer. I was a spiteful official. I was rude and took pleasure 
in being so....I was lying when I said just now that I was a spiteful official. I was lying from 
spite.  
(From Notes from the Underground by Fyodor Dostoyevsky)

1. What words or phrases give the idea that Dostoyevsky’s narrator may be unreliable? 

2. Explain what kind of biased point of view Dostoyevsky’s narrator might have, and 

why. 

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary, over many a quaint 
and curious volume of forgotten lore— While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there 
came a tapping, as of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door. “’Tis some 
visitor,” I muttered, “tapping at my chamber door— Only this and nothing more.”  
(From The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe)

3. What words or phrases give the idea that Poe’s narrator may be unreliable?

4. Explain what kind of biased point of view Poe’s narrator might have, and why.
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 ► Read the excerpts below and answer the questions that follow.

Marley was dead, to begin with. There is no doubt whatever about that. The note of his 
burial was signed by the clergyman, the clerk, the undertaker, and the chief mourner…. 
Scrooge knew he was dead? Of course he did. How could it be otherwise? Scrooge and he 
were partners for I don’t know how many years…. Scrooge never painted out Old Marley’s 
name. There it stood, years afterwards, above the warehouse door: Scrooge and Marley. 
The firm was known as Scrooge and Marley. Sometimes people new to the business called 
Scrooge Scrooge, and sometimes Marley, but he answered to both names. It was all the 
same to him.

Oh! but he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone, Scrooge! A squeezing, wrenching, 
grasping, scraping, clutching old man! Hard and sharp as flint, from which no steel had 
ever struck out generous fire; secret, and self-contained, and solitary as an oyster. The cold 
within him froze his old features, nipped his pointed nose, shriveled his cheek, stiffened his 
gait; made his eyes red, his thin lips blue; and spoke out shrewdly in his grating voice. A 
frosty rime was on his head, and on his eyebrows, and his wiry chin. He carried his own low 
temperature always about with him; he iced his office in the dog-days; and didn’t thaw it 
one degree at Christmas.  
(From A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens)

5. Explain the biased point of view the narrator has toward Scrooge. Is the bias 

positive or negative? What words or phrases in the excerpt support this bias?
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 6: Point of View  

6B Recognizing Persuasive Devices 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 

Basic Is the author telling you how he or she feels or thinks about a topic, or is the author 
stating facts? What words give you clues about what the author is doing? 

Basic List all the things you like about a selection. Then explain which of these reasons 
are based on fact and which are based on opinion. 

Basic Write a review about one of the selections you read that gives only your opinions. 
Then write a second review of the selection that gives only facts about the 
selection. 

Intermediate Describe language, tone, or theme used in a selection that helped you determine if 
the selection was fact or opinion. 

Intermediate Write a newspaper editorial or blog post to support an opinion expressed in a 
selection you read. 

Intermediate Create a transcript of a television talk show that has characters from selections as 
the show's guests. Label each speaker's statements as fact or opinion. 

Intermediate Write an endorsement for a selection, giving only opinions. Write another 
endorsement using only facts. 

 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 

Basic Give three examples to prove that an author is telling a true story. 

Basic What would you do if you wanted to prove what an author says in a selection is 
false? Give an example of something you did not believe from a selection. 

Intermediate When making an important decision, can there be a balance between taking into 
account both fact and opinion? Use examples from selections to explain why or 
why not? 

Intermediate Describe a selection you have read in which the opinions presented influenced 
your personal judgment of a topic. 
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Point of View

What is the topic or subject of the text?

Did the author persuade you to agree with him or her? Explain.

How does the author 

show slant or bias?

Author’s Point of View

How does the author  

show slant or bias?

Author’s Point of View

How does the author 

show slant or bias?

Author’s Point of View
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