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Comprehension Skill Teaching Resources
Point of View – Recognizing Mood and Tone    

For students 
reading at a  
6th grade 
 level or  
higher

To support instruction, this set of resources will help your 
students develop the essential comprehension skill Recognizing 
Mood and Tone. Mood is the feeling readers get when they read 
a text, and tone is the author’s attitude toward something in the 
text. To figure out mood and tone, readers look at the kinds of 
words the author uses and what feelings those words create.
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Point of View
Recognizing Mood and Tone

Lesson 1

I N T E R M E D I AT E

Have you ever heard people whistling or humming while they are doing something? You might 

even do this yourself. Usually, a person who is whistling or humming is happy. You might say that 

a person who does this is in a good mood. 

How can you tell a person’s mood? You probably know how to read the moods of people just by 

watching them. If your mother or grandmother sings while she bakes cookies, you might get a 

cookie fresh from the oven. But if she’s grumbling to herself or slamming things on the counter, 

you know to stay out of the way! 

Stories also have a mood. You can identify the mood by the words the author uses. Authors use 

words to create specific settings and set the mood for the story they want to tell. 

 ► Read this excerpt from the first chapter of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum.

When Dorothy stood in the doorway and looked around, she could see nothing but 
the great gray prairie on every side. Not a tree nor a house broke the broad sweep of flat 
country that reached to the edge of the sky in all directions. The sun had baked the plowed 
land into a gray mass, with little cracks running through it. Even the grass was not green, 
for the sun had burned the tops of the long blades until they were the same gray color to 
be seen everywhere. Once the house had been painted, but the sun blistered the paint and 
the rains washed it away, and now the house was as dull and gray as everything else.

Everything in the setting is gray and dry. Baum used the words baked, dull, blistered, and washed 
away to give the feeling that Dorothy’s world is plain and uninteresting. The mood in this excerpt 

could be described as dreary and empty. After the cyclone took her to Oz, Dorothy came out of 

her house, and this is what she saw.

The cyclone had set the house down in the midst of a country of marvelous beauty. 
There were lovely patches of greensward all about, with stately trees bearing rich and 
luscious fruits. Banks of gorgeous flowers were on every hand, and birds with rare and 
brilliant feathers sang and fluttered in the trees and bushes. A little way off was a small 
brook, rushing and sparkling along between green banks, and murmuring in a voice very 
grateful to a little girl who had lived so long on the dry, gray prairies.

 

The change in mood is clear. Before, the setting was gray and dull. Now it is colorful and 

brimming with life. Baum’s choice of words -- marvelous, gorgeous, brilliant, sparkling -- gives the 

feeling that Dorothy’s world has become bright and interesting. The mood in this excerpt can 

best be described as exciting, full, and lively.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

She could see in the open square before her house the tops of trees that were all 
aquiver with the new spring life. The delicious breath of rain was in the air. In the street 
below a peddler was crying his wares. The notes of a distant song, which someone was 
singing, reached her faintly, and countless sparrows were twittering in the eaves.  
(From The Story of an Hour by Kate Chopin) 

1. The mood in this paragraph can best be described as

A. pleasant.

B. serious.

C. cautious.

D. amusing.

2. Which words or phrases in the paragraph above support your answer in Question 1?

She found herself in a long, low hall, which was lit up by a row of lamps hanging from 
the roof. There were doors all ’round the hall, but they were all locked; and when Alice had 
been all the way down one side and up the other, trying every door, she walked down the 
middle, wondering how she was ever to get out again.  
(From Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll) 

3. The mood in this paragraph can best be described as

A. excited.

B. funny.

C. mysterious.

D. ridiculous.

4. Which words or phrases in the paragraph above support your answer in Question 3?
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

His rooms were brilliantly lit, and, even as I looked up, I saw his tall, spare figure pass 
twice in a dark silhouette against the blind. He was pacing the room swiftly, eagerly, with 
his head sunk upon his chest and his hands clasped behind him. To me, who knew his every 
mood and habit, his attitude and manner told their own story. He was at work again.  
(From The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, A Scandal in Bohemia by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle)

5. The mood in this paragraph can best be described as

A. confused and unsure.

B. thoughtful and methodical.

C. joyful and energetic.

D. unorganized and hurried.

6. Which words or phrases in the paragraph above support your answer in Question 5?

The front door, which had neither bell nor knocker, was blistered and stained. Passersby 
snuck into the recess and struck matches on the panels. Children kept shop upon the 
steps. More than one schoolboy had scratched his initials on the moldings. For close on 
a generation, no one had appeared to drive away these random visitors or to repair their 
damages.  
(From The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

7. The mood in this paragraph can best be described as

A. welcoming and appealing.

B. protective and guarded.

C. gloomy and decaying.

D. calm and restful.

8. Which words or phrases in the paragraph above support your answer in Question 7?
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

Saturday morning was come, and all the summer world was bright and fresh and 
brimming with life. There was a song in every heart, and if the heart was young, the music 
issued at the lips.  
(From The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain) 

9. The mood in this paragraph can best be described as

A. doubtful.

B. graceful.

C. powerful.

D. cheerful.

10. Which words or phrases in the paragraph above support your answer in Question 9?

There was no possibility of taking a walk that day. We had been wandering, indeed, in 
the leafless shrubbery an hour in the morning; but since dinner (Mr. Reed, when there was 
no company, dined early) the cold winter wind had brought with it clouds so somber, and a 
rain so penetrating, that further outdoor exercise was now out of the question.  
(From Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte) 

11. The mood in this paragraph can best be described as

A. disappointed.

B. satisfied.

C. agreeable.

D. questionable.

12. Which words or phrases in the paragraph above support your answer in Question 11?
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Tone is the author’s attitude about a subject. Think of tone this way: When you talk to your 

friend about something -- a movie, for example -- your attitude toward the movie is reflected 

in your tone of voice when you share your opinion. Your friend can hear if your tone is funny, 

serious, disappointed, or something else. In addition, your attitude is reflected in your actions. 

Your body language (movements such as hand gestures, eye contact, and body positioning) and 

overall behavior are part of your tone. Your friend has to use your words plus your visual clues to 

understand the real meaning of what you say.   

But text doesn’t have the added benefit of the author’s body language or other visual clues. 

In writing and literature, tone can be understood only through the author’s choices in the text. 

Word choice is one way an author can express the desired tone to readers. Text structure is 

another. When you see how an author uses both together, you get a better idea of what the 

author is trying to say.

 ► Take a look at this example.

“What a crisp day!” Sasha exclaimed as she stepped outside. She smiled as she took a 
deep breath of the icy air. “I just love this cold weather!” she said. 

Notice the author’s word choice. In terms of weather, crisp means chilly and refreshing. Sasha 

smiled as she breathed, giving the idea that she liked the icy air. When she said “I just love this 
cold weather!” the author gives the idea she’s being honest and telling the truth. The tone in this 

example could best be described as happy and content.

 ► Now look at this example.

“What a raw day,” Sasha complained as she stepped outside. She shivered as she took a 
deep breath of the icy air. “I just LOVE this cold weather,” she grumbled.  

Notice the difference in tone a few changes make. In terms of weather, raw means uncomfortably 

cold and bitter. The author used complained, shivered, and grumbled, giving the idea that 

Sasha didn’t like the icy air at all. When she said “I just LOVE this cold weather,” the author used 

sarcasm. The word LOVE is in capitals for emphasis. But we know that Sasha really doesn’t like 

the cold -- just the opposite, in fact. The author’s choice to use LOVE to mean strong dislike is 

called sarcasm. This means that what Sasha says and what she means are two different things. 

The tone in this example could best be described as unhappy and sarcastic. 

With just a few changes in word choice and text structure, the author completely changed the 

tones of the two examples!

When you recognize how an author uses tools such as word choice and text structure, you can 

better understand the tone (and, ultimately, the meaning) of the text.
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There are many types of tone in written text. Nearly any emotion or feeling can be expressed as 

tone in a text through word choice and text structure. The type of tone used depends on who is 

writing the text and what the purpose or message of the text is. 

Here are just a few ways that tone can be used in different texts.

TYPE OF TONE                                         
WHEN MIGHT SOMEONE 

USE THIS?
TEXT EXAMPLE

Formal or 
Professional

Your teacher may use this when 
making an announcement.

“The project is due by the end of the month. 
Failure to complete the project will result in 
a low grade.”

Informal or  
Friendly

A classmate may use this when 
talking to you.

“Hey, did you start the project yet? Want to 
work on it together?”  

Serious You may use this to express 
importance.

“I have to do well on this project. My grade in 
this class depends on it.” 

Funny A friend may use this to express 
humor or silliness.

“Doing a project is easy! Just stare at a wall 
until the project does itself.”

Commanding Your teacher may use this when 
giving you instructions.

“Finish the project this weekend and hand it in 
to me on Monday.”

Hopeful You may use this to express a 
hope or a wish.

“I’m working hard on this project and using 
a lot of reliable sources. I hope I get a good 
grade.”

Sarcastic A friend may use this to make fun 
of something.

“Oh GREAT! Another project!” 

Nostalgic An older student may use 
this to express fondness or 
remembrance.

“I remember that project! I made a short film. 
It was probably the most fun and creative 
project I ever did.”

Annoyed A classmate may use this to 
express irritation or frustration.

“Ugh! This project is taking forever. It’s making 
me crazy!”

Relieved You may use this to express 
happiness or satisfaction.

“I am so glad I finished this project yesterday! 
Now I can enjoy the weekend.”

Worried A friend may use this to express 
concern or nervousness.

“Oh, no! My computer crashed and I didn’t 
save my project! What do I do now?”

Excited A classmate may use this to 
express joy or enthusiasm.

“I got an A on my project - wow!”

Point of View
Recognizing Mood and Tone

Lesson 2

I N T E R M E D I AT E
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

After what seemed like light-years deep in outer space, we were finally returning home. 
Home! Just saying the word brought a wave of comfort. Starship Search’s mission had 
been successful. We had charted new stars and new planets far from our own. But we 
yearned for home, for our family and our friends. It eased our minds to know we would 
soon be setting foot on our own planet.

1. The tone in this paragraph can best be described as

A. funny.

B. amused.

C. annoyed.

D. relieved.

The following paragraph is from a speech that President George W. Bush gave about 

volunteering. 

“Welcome to the South Lawn of the White House. It is a joy to be here with members of 
the armies of compassion. I’m really glad you’re here and I appreciate your inspiration to 
our fellow citizens. I believe you are a constant reminder of the true source of our nation’s 
strength, which is the good hearts and souls of the American people. I appreciate the fact 
that you and others lift up souls, one person at a time. You strengthen the foundation of 
our democracy. I want to thank you for what you do.” 

2. President Bush’s tone in this speech can best be described as

A. grateful.

B. funny.

C. excited.

D. bossy.

A flood of memories filled Adam’s head as he stepped off the bus at Elmstead and 
looked around. Nothing in the town had changed, not the sleepy main street nor the stores 
that lined it, nor the crisp mountain air that hung over it. Adam had been away for years, 
but coming back home was like traveling back in time to his childhood. He felt like a kid 
again.

3. The tone in this paragraph can best be described as

A. formal.

B. nostalgic.

C. unsure.

D. hopeful.
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 ► Read these paragraphs and answer the questions that follow.

The sun was going down over the prairie. Night came on slowly, but to me the sky 
became dark all too fast. Suddenly, I heard the howling of prairie wolves in the distance. 
I didn’t know they were so close! I heard their approaching growls and knew I had to get 
back to the safety of the cabin.

4 The tone in this paragraph can best be described as

A. scared.

B. confused.

C. excited.

D. frustrated.

“Never travel alone” is the rule of the Yukon, in northwestern Canada. Young Tom 
Vincent had heard this many times before and laughed. At just 18 years old, he was a 
powerful, muscular teenager. All that was required for travel was the strength of his head 
and his hands, or so he believed. It was a cold and bitter January day when he learned to 
have respect for the frost and for the wisdom of the older men who had battled with it.

5. The tone in this paragraph can best be described as

A. serious.

B. hesitant.

C. relieved.

D. curious.

The following paragraph is from the writings of William Still, a black man born free in the 
1800s but whose parents and older siblings were former slaves. William wrote about the 
day he met his older brother for the first time.

“I then inquired of him if he knew the names of his parents, to which he replied that his 
father’s name was Levin and his mother’s name was Sidney...my own dear brother, who I 
had never before seen, was before me. My feelings were unutterable. I could see in the face 
of my newfound brother, the likeness of my mother.” 

6. William’s tone in this paragraph can best be described as

A. forceful.

B. sarcastic.

C. joyful.

D. concerned.
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Writing Prompts for Anchor 6: Point of View  

6C Recognizing Mood and Tone 
 

Prompts for Both Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Basic Describe how you felt when you read a selection. Were you happy, sad, or did you 

feel something else? Explain why the selection made you feel this way. 

Basic Give examples of words from a selection that made the selection seem funny. 
Explain how these words help you know the selection is meant to be funny. 

Basic Give examples of selections you have read that create a mood through the setting, 
feelings of characters, and choice of words. 

Basic What words does an author use to create a scary or fearful mood? Use details from 
a selection you have read to support and explain your answer. 

Basic What words does an author use to create an excited or adventurous mood? Use 
details from a selection you have read to support and explain your answer. 

Intermediate Write five paragraphs in which the description of a setting reflects each of the 
following moods: anxiety, mystery, boredom, loneliness, elation. 

Intermediate What kinds of language or other text structure elements (tone) are used to create a 
dramatic or fearful mood? Use details from a selection you have read to illustrate 
and explain your answer. 

Intermediate What kinds of language or other text structure elements (tone) are used to create 
an excited or adventurous mood? Use details from a selection you have read to 
illustrate and explain your answer. 

Prompts for Non-Fiction Only 
Intermediate Describe a selection in which you were caught up in the mood of the text. How did 

this affect your enjoyment of the selection? What language did the author use to 
create the mood? 

Intermediate Compare the mood and tone of two stories. Provide details. Explain which of the 
two stories you prefer, and how mood and tone influenced your decision. 

Intermediate Imagine you are making a movie version of a fictional selection. Describe how you 
would shoot scenes from the selection to convey an appropriate mood and tone. 

Prompts for Fiction Only 
Basic List some words and phrases you would use if you were writing a scary story. Then 

use those words and phrases to write the first two paragraphs of your story. 
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