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LET’S GET TASMANIA BACK IN THE GAME.  HERE ARE SEVEN 
GAME CHANGERS CRITICAL TO TASMANIA’S PROSPERITY, 
PRODUCTIVITY AND LIVEABILITY.
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THE PROPERTY 
COUNCIL IN  
30 SECONDS
THE PROPERTY COUNCIL REPRESENTS THE BIGGEST PRIVATE SECTOR INDUSTRY IN 
TASMANIA, WHICH IS PART OF THE $600 TRILLION AUSTRALIAN PROPERTY INDUSTRY.  

Property Council members include the majority of major property owners in Tasmania,  
who operate across the property and construction industry in:  

 All types of property activity – financing, funds management, development, ownership,  
and assets management;

 All asset classes – office, retail, residential development, industrial, tourism and leisure, 
aged care and retirement living, and infrastructure;  

 Every major region of Australia and various international markets; and 

 The four quadrants of investment – public, private, equity, and debt.  

“THE PROPERTY COUNCIL’S 2,000 MEMBER 
COMPANIES AND 55,000 ACTIVE INDUSTRY 
PROFESSIONALS SPAN THE ENTIRE PROPERTY 
AND CONSTRUCTION UNIVERSE.”

Highlands Residential Development, Smithton4 | A CONTEST OF IDEAS
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OUR GOALS
THE PROPERTY COUNCIL 
HAS PREPARED THESE 
INITIATIVES TO ENHANCE 
COMMUNITY PROSPERITY, 
SUPERCHARGE 
PRODUCTIVITY AND 
INCREASE LIVEABILITY
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OUR PRACTICAL 
SOLUTIONS  
THE 7 GAME CHANGERS

1  GROW TASMANIA
THE ISSUE

Tasmania’s population must grow in order to 
attract further investment and keep existing 
investors in the State.  

Tasmania has a healthy and vibrant future 
ahead of it provided there is appropriately 
planned population growth with clear targets 
matched with employment generation policies.

THE SOLUTIONS

The Tasmanian Government must:

 Develop and implement a population 
strategy with clear targets to ensure that 
at a minimum Tasmania matches the 
national growth projections;

 Establish a strategic partnership with 
the University of Tasmania to double 
Tasmania’s international student intake; 
and

 Develop a Tasmanian growth strategy 
based on market-driven job creation 
policies.
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2  STAND ON OUR  
OWN TWO FEET

THE ISSUE

Tasmania can be a strong net contributor to the 
rest of the nation over the next decade.

As a State we can become financially independent 
through innovation, driven by smart and strategic 
micro-economic reform.

THE SOLUTION

In order to stand on our own two feet there must 
be:

 A Federal and State Government program 
to support Tasmania achieve financial 
independence by 2025;

 An immediate review of the Economic 
Regulator’s role to put consumers front and 
centre of the cost of living and doing business 
considerations; and

 A Competition and Efficiency Commissioner 
and Council focused on driving the new 
government’s strategic micro economic reform 
agenda through a prism of job creation and 
achieving efficiencies.

IN ORDER TO GET TASMANIA BACK IN THE GAME AND ENSURE THE SIGNS OF ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY ARE MAXIMISED, THERE ARE SEVEN GAME CHANGERS THAT TAKE PRIORITY

Shiploads, Huonville A CONTEST OF IDEAS | 7
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3  MODERNISING 
TASMANIA’S 
PLANNING REGIME

THE ISSUE

Tasmania’s outmoded planning system is a key 
barrier to investment in the State.

Modernising the State’s planning regime will 
unlock significant new investment across 
Tasmania.

THE SOLUTION

The property industry recommends a 
comprehensive reform agenda, based on the 
following seven step plan:

 In-principle planning approval – utilising 
code assessment framework for all major 
projects;

 Implement independent Development 
Assessment Panels;

 Tightening Third Party Appeals;

 Establish Ministerial Call in Powers;

 Fast track major project planning processes;

 Implement comprehensive set of interlocking 
state policies such as housing and coastal 
policies; and

 Strict timeframes for development 
assessment.

The planning system is a driver of job creation 
and investment – it must be a key priority 
addressed in the first year of a new government.

4  GET SERIOUS 
ABOUT TAX 
REFORM AND 
GOVERNING 

THE ISSUE

Tasmania needs to modernise its tax 
system to attract investment, create 
jobs and ensure that expenditure at 
local and state government level is 
kept in check.

THE SOLUTION

The next Tasmanian Government, in 
its first 100 days, must commit to:

 A full State Taxation Review 
outlining a program to reduce 
all local and state government 
property taxes, fees and charges 
including developer charges; and

 A Commission of Audit, 
independently chaired by an 
eminent Australian, to ensure 
expenditure at local and state 
government level are reviewed 
against efficiency targets.

8 | A CONTEST OF IDEAS Campbell Street Redevelopment, Hobart
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 Place an immediate freeze on all taxes, 
utility costs, rates, fees and charges until 
the completion of the State Tax Review to 
encourage private investment across various 
property sectors;

 Immediately implement legislative and 
regulatory changes to encourage the private 
sector to increase investment in all housing, 
including social housing;

 Create an Asia-Tasmania Investor Gateway 
to drive foreign investment from Asia, in 
Tasmania;

 Implement policies to green our built 
environment intelligently;

 Connect and leverage Tasmanian tourism 
assets;

 Finish the reform of water and sewerage 
services, with particular focus on the Weight 
Average Cost of Capital, cross subsidisation 
and the payment of distributions; 

 Establish a Jobs Fund to attract more seed 
and venture capital to Tasmania. A Jobs 
Fund will partner Government with venture 
capital fund managers to stimulate high-
growth enterprises in fast growing economic 
sectors. Higher business investment will 
boost jobs, competitiveness and export 
income, as well as build a more robust tax 
base; and

 Develop and implement a Retirement Village 
Industry Strategy focused on increasing the 
number of independent living units built.

5  WORK WITH THE 
MARKET TO  
CREATE JOBS

THE ISSUE

Tasmania needs to take a more ambitious 
approach to job creation.

We need to grow and keep talent and we need to 
attract and retain the best talent from Australia 
and beyond.

THE SOLUTION

To drive economic growth through job creation 
the next Tasmanian Government should:

 Establish Infrastructure Tasmania modelled 
on the national and NSW models to set 
smarter infrastructure priorities for our 
State;

 Adopt innovative financing and funding 
mechanisms for infrastructure provision;

 Streamline authorities to remove duplication 
in the delivery of infrastructure;

 Establish a Co-ordinator General position to 
facilitate public and private investment; 

 Establish a new government unit, 
charged with match-making national and 
international business with local skills and 
office space requirements;
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6  REFORM TWO 
TIERS OF 
GOVERNMENT

 Reduce inappropriate cost increases for rate 
payers by:

 Requiring councils to publicly identify and 
declare their core business and methods for 
delivery;

 Base the rating system on unimproved land 
value;

 Fix rates for three years, thereby requiring 
councils to find efficiencies; and

 Appoint an independent umpire to judge the 
legitimacy of proposed increases with the 
power of refusal.

 Set efficiency targets for local government of:

 15 per cent within 24 months of 
implementation; and

 35 per cent within 48 months.

 Ensure local government is an active participant 
in economic development.

State Government

 The following initiatives must be undertaken:

 A Commission of Audit to review all advisory 
bodies to reduce the recurrent $10 million 
spend;

 Competition and Efficiency Commissioner 
and Council to drive the reform agenda 
across government;

 Strict performance-based management 
system in place for all SES positions; and

 Efficient management of government 
property through a centralised property 
authority.

THE ISSUE

Modernising local and state government will 
provide economic and prosperity dividends 
for the community and future Tasmanian 
generations.

Local government

Across the State’s 29 councils, there is little 
transparency or accountability in the raising 
of rates, fees and charges, and no direct 
nexus between the raising of rates and the 
delivery of services.  

Council rates have been increasing by 8.4 per 
cent each year for the last 11 years, far out 
stripping CPI.

A new Government has a brilliant opportunity 
to modernise local government.

State government

There is a need to streamline all advisory 
bodies to ensure that the incoming 
Government’s strategic plan can be 
systematically implemented.  

The added benefit of streamlining is the 
saving of some $10 million per annum, which 
can be redirected towards service delivery 
and implementing the vital reform agenda.

THE SOLUTIONS

The following steps must be taken:

Local government 

The State Government should implement a 
fully funded and resourced local government 
reform agenda to:

 Direct the Local Government Board 
to immediately start a wide ranging 
review of the 29 councils, starting with 
the findings of the Southern Tasmanian 
Councils Authority’s 2010 Final Options 
Report;
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7  CLEAR RED AND 
GREEN TAPE 

 Regulation Impact Statements (RIS) for all 
legislation;

 The establishment of a standing Regulation 
Review Panel that includes private sector 
representatives to review red and green tape 
on an ongoing basis;

 Dedicated parliamentary red and green 
tape repeal days to deal with the cutting of 
regulations; and

 Direct the Auditor General to assess 
departmental performance against 
regulatory review targets. 

Two top level industry initiatives to clear red and 
green tape are:

 Centralising property facilities management; 
and

 Overhauling government tendering and 
procurement processes.

THE ISSUE

Regulations frequently overlap, conflict, 
create confusion and add to the financial 
burdens being placed on investment through 
the escalating cost of compliance.

THE SOLUTION

The Property Council seeks more sensible, 
integrated regulation that reduces 
duplication and balances the expectations of 
industry with the needs of the community.

At a whole-of-government level, there must 
be:

 An annual audit of existing regulations 
across specific sectors such as planning;

 A reduction of 20 per cent per annum, of 
green and red tape across local and state 
government levels;

 A targeted plan to eliminate the 
duplication between state and local 
government regulations;
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DON’T 
STOP 
THERE...
THE PROPERTY COUNCIL’S 
MEMBERS HAVE DEVISED 
DOZENS OF COMPLEMENTARY 
PROGRAMS TO LEVERAGE 
TASMANIA’S PROSPERITY
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 Environmental reporting

 Government procurement

 International competitiveness

 Eco-efficiency

 The Australian Federation Model

 Accounting standards

 Workforce capacity

 Skills development and industry 
productivity

 Contracting laws

 R&D and innovation

 Counter terrorism and security

 Population growth and immigration

 Occupational licensing

 City planning and leadership

 Housing

 Retirement living

 Liveable housing

 Energy efficiency and climate change

 Public finance

 International taxes

 Federal taxation

 State, territory and municipal taxation

 Finance and liquidity

 Capital markets

 National savings

 Micro power generation

OUR AUSTRALIAN POLICY ATLAS OFFERS OVER 60 BOLD 
EVIDENCE-BASED IDEAS ACROSS THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

Sorell Plaza, Sorell, Tasmania A CONTEST OF IDEAS | 13
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THE PROPERTY INDUSTRY

A PILLAR OF 
TASMANIA’S 
ECONOMY

Saffire, Freycinet, Coles Bay, Tasmania 14 | A CONTEST OF IDEAS
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ThE 
PrOPErTY 

INDUSTrY 
a PILLar Of 
aUSTraLIa’S 

ECONOmY
lET’S CruNCH 
THE NuMbErS

$6 trillion 
the market 
value of all land 
and buildings in 
australia.

LET’S CRUNCH 
THE NUMBERS

39,000 jobs
 16.7% of the State’s total workforce

$3.1 billion
in additional indirect contribution

$804 million
in property specific taxes paid by the property industry  

to local and state governments in 2013
 by far the State’s single largest tax payer

10.9% of GSP
 the largest single contributor in Tasmania

$2.5 billion +  
 the property and construction industry  
contributes directly to economic activity
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