
 

 

 
25 March 2020 
 
Adrian Schrinner 
Lord Mayor 
Brisbane City Council 
GPO Box 2287                                                                                                                                            
Brisbane, QLD, 4001 

 

Dear Lord Mayor, 

I write to you regarding the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak and the impact it is likely to have on many 
small and medium sized businesses in Brisbane.  

As you are no doubt aware the coming weeks and months will be extremely difficult, with many 
businesses unable to produce enough revenue to cover the cost of outgoings. Small and medium 
sized businesses without adequate capitalization are further exposed to this risk. 

The Property Council represents over 350 Queensland member companies across residential, 
commercial, retail, retirement living, industrial, tourism and education sectors. Our commercial 
property members are committed to ensuring that Queensland businesses are not left stranded 
throughout this crisis and are in discussions with affected tenants. 

Local government has a role to play to ensure that businesses in their jurisdiction survive this 
difficult period. To achieve this objective and protect businesses in the Brisbane area the Brisbane 
City Council should consider waiving commercial rates for the next six months. 

Commercial rates represent a significant operating cost for the buildings where many small and 
medium sized businesses work. The cost of these rates is either formally passed on as a charge to 
tenants or as a component of the rents they pay. By waiving commercial rates, the Brisbane City 
Council could help ensure that many local businesses are spared a major expense, are protected 
from worsening economic crisis and well placed to thrive once the COVID-19 outbreak is resolved. 

The Property Council would be open to supporting an initiative to ensure landlords pass on 
commercial rate relief to tenants. This may involve the Council issuing a charge over land 
under section 95 of the act, which they could enact if the rate relief is not passed on. 

lf you would like to discuss the contents of this letter further or would like any assistance 
throughout this period, please do not hesitate to contact me on 3225 3000 or 
cmountford@propertycouncil.com.au . 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Chris Mountford 
Queensland Executive Director 

Cc: CEO Colin Jensen 


