
 

 

 

 

 
 
The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk MP 
Premier and Minister for Trade 
PO Box 15185 
CITY EAST Q 4002 
 12 May 2020 
 
 
Dear Premier 
 
Establishment of an Economic Recovery Taskforce (business-government partnership) 
 
The undersigned firstly want to recognise and congratulate the Queensland Government for the 
work it has done to respond to the economic and social impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Queenslanders are in a stronger and healthier place because of it. 
 
We are some of the 21 members of the Queensland Response and Recovery Coalition (QRRC) that 
recently provided your Government with more than 60 ideas and recommendations for 
Queensland’s long-term economic recovery. The QRRC is a member of your Tourism and Events 
Economic Recovery Group and, independently, many of us are involved in discussions with other 
ERGs and government departments. 
 
While recognising the structures that have been set up within government to undertake strategic 
planning for the recovery phase, the undersigned believe that the process would be enhanced 
through the establishment of an economic recovery taskforce that is a true business-government 
partnership. 
 
Similar to the model developed by Premier Dan Andrews with his Building Victoria’s Recovery 
Taskforce, that is co-chaired by a senor businessperson and two senior bureaucrats, we are calling 
for Queensland’s planning for economic recovery to be strongly informed by the corporate sector in 
partnership with government. 
 
Our focus is to ensure Queensland is well-positioned for the earliest and strongest economic 
recovery from the pandemic, and we believe that will require the development of strategies within 
weeks, not months.  
 
Our State’s corporate sector can provide the experts who have the life and business experience to 
help chart the bold courses back to economic success, including opportunities for structural reform. 
 
We believe the task of designing our economic recovery should be championed by those who drive 
the economy, working in partnership with governments and industry associations and trade unions 
– it’s a collective responsibility.  
 
Our Federation and collaborative government work best when policy levers and funding decisions 
are informed by the knowledge and experience of the business sector that has the skin in the game, 
understands risk and makes the business decisions that drive the economy. 
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We want to ensure that Queensland and its capital city are well-positioned for the earliest and 
strongest economic recovery from the pandemic - to drive the State’s viability, affordability and 
vibrancy - and to ensure that no one is left behind. 
 
We are ready and willing to assist to achieve these objectives. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Stacey Rawlings Barton Green Chris Mountford 
General Manager - Qld Chief Executive Officer Queensland Executive Director 
Engineers Australia Committee for Brisbane Property Council of Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
Antonia Mercorella Malcolm Richards Rebecca Andrews 
Chief Executive Officer Chief Executive Officer State Head - Queensland 
The Real Estate Institute of Qld Master Electricians Australia Australian Industry Group 
 
 
 
 
 
Damian Long 
Chief Executive Officer 
Civil Contractors Federation Qld 
  
 


