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Dear Chris 

Thank you for providing the Property Council of Australia (PCA) Queensland Election Priorities. A response to each of 
the Property Council's priorities is below. 

Actions that unlock economic activity and create jobs 

1. 	Supercharge investment in the infrastructure Queensland needs, by: 

a. Leasing Government-owned assets 
The Palaszczuk Government went to the 2015 election with a clear commitment to retain Queensland's 
income-generating Government-owned Corporations (GOCs) in public ownership. It is a commitment 
that we have kept. Our GOCs — operating across the energy, transport, water and financial sectors — 
are key contributors to our economic growth. They deliver jobs and services for Queensland. 

Public ownership allows the Palaszczuk Government to use GOCs to build infrastructure when and 
where we need it most — especially in regional Queensland. 

b. Proceeding with the Cross River Rail project 
The Palaszczuk Government is fully-committed to the delivery of the Cross River Rail project and appreciates 
the PCA's recognition of the critical importance of this project to the Queensland economy. Tim Nicholls has 
refused to commit to this vital project. 

c. Upgrading and expanding the south east Queensland arterial infrastructure network 
The Palaszczuk Government is delivering a massive spend on road and transport infrastructure, 
across the south east and the state as a whole. The Queensland Transport and Roads Investment 
Program (QTRIP) 2017-18 to 2020-21 outlines close to $21 billion of investment over the next four 
years, and will also support nearly 17,000 direct jobs over the life of the program. 

d. Investing in the catalytic regional-scale projects needed to make the SEQ Regional Plan a reality 
The SEQ Regional Plan recognizes the importance of region-shaping infrastructure, and includes a list of the 
top 17 priority pieces in the broader network of SEQ. The Regional Plan is aligned with the State Infrastructure 
Plan to ensure coordination and certainty to help unlock development, investment and jobs growth. The 
Palaszczuk government is also pursuing an SEQ City Deal, in partnership with the Council of Mayors, and will 
continue to advocate and negotiate cross-government delivery of the infrastructure that SEQ needs. 

e. Consolidating overlapping grant programs to maximise the impact of every infrastructure dollar allocated 

During our first term, the Palaszczuk Government undertook a review of the infrastructure grants programs to optimise 
prioritisation, reduce overlap and duplication, and improve alignment with the State Infrastructure Plan (SIP). 
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In undertaking the review, we have consulted strongly with the local governments and the Local Government Association 
of Queensland about proposed reforms. This is part of the SIP Implementation Action 11. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government is committed to taking action to implement the findings of this review, in 
consultation with local governments. 

2. Create new city-shaping opportunities by fast-tracking the identification and release of surplus government land 
Through key initiatives such as the Advancing our Cities and Regions strategy and the Queensland Housing 
Strategy 2017-2027 (Housing Strategy), the Palaszczuk Government is focused on repurposing surplus and under-
utilised government land. 

In the 2017-18 Budget, the Palaszczuk Government brought forward it's ten-year Housing Strategy, and committed 
$1.8 billion in new funding to support the Strategy, with $1.1 billion of these funds to be expended by 2023. The 
2017-2020 Action Plan under the Housing Strategy commits the Palaszczuk Government to using the planning 
system and redeveloping under-utilised government land so as to facilitate private and public delivery of residential 
dwellings in Queensland where possible. This commitment includes working with local governments to ensure best 
practice subdivision and design standards, as well as monitoring and facilitating the supply of land. 

3. Abolish foreign tax surcharges which reduce housing supply. 
The Palaszczuk Government believes that foreign buyers of residential land, benefitting from Government services 
and infrastructure, should make an appropriate contribution to their delivery. Foreign buyers of residential land do 
not necessarily contribute to other major sources of state government revenue. 

This is why a three per cent transfer duty surcharge was introduced in the 2016-17 budget for foreign acquirers of 
Queensland residential property. 

Nonetheless, relief from this duty is available and is considered on a case-by-case basis. Following consultation 
with industry, guidelines on the factors which may be taken into account when assessing relief submissions have 
been published on the Queensland Treasury website. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will work with industry to ensure Queensland remains an attractive investment 
destination, based on a range of factors including tax competitiveness and housing affordability relative to other 
jurisdictions including New South Wales and Victoria. 

4. Continue to support first home buyers through the retention of the First Home Owners' Grant 
The Palaszczuk Government's Queensland First Home Owners' Grant has helped more than 8,000 people 
purchase their first new house, unit or apartment. Greater investment in new housing stocks can help address 
housing supply issues and can assist in making new home ownership more affordable, at a time when home 
affordability can be a challenge. 

In the 2017-18 Budget, the Government continued the temporary increase to the grant from $15,000 to $20,000 
for contracts made up to 31 December 2017. 

The Palaszczuk Government's First Home Owners Grant has encouraged investment in new housing stocks, 
with on-flow benefits for local contractors, subbies and suppliers who rely on the building industry. The 
Queensland First Home Owner's Grant is complemented by transfer duty relief, which sees no transfer duty 
applied on the purchase of a first home in Queensland where the dutiable value is up to $500,000. 

Labor remains committed to continuing to help Queenslanders into their new first home sooner. To this end, the 
Palaszczuk Government has announced that the First Home Owners' Grant, which was to have ceased on 31 
December, is to be continued until 30 June 2018. 



-3- 

5. 	Maximise the economic and social opportunities created by the rollout of the ND/S. 
The NDIS will empower people with a disability to make independent consumer choices. It is anticipated that 
actions from the Housing Strategy and the Queensland Building Plan will increase the supply of accessible 
dwellings for use by people with a disability. 

In particular, the Queensland Housing Strategy - 2017-2020 Action Plan commits the Palaszczuk Government to 
constructing 50 per cent of public housing dwellings to the Livable Housing Design Guidelines Gold Level or 
Platinum Level standards to increase accessibility and adaptability. 

The recently-published action plan for the Queensland Building Plan, also commits the Palaszczuk Government to a 
number of relevant actions, including: 
• Investigation of an accessibility disclosure scheme for properties for rent, sale and construction — to be carried 

out in partnership with industry and consumers 
• Updating Economic Development Queensland's guidelines regarding benchmarks for liveable housing design 

in Priority Development Areas 
• Working with industry and disability advocacy organisations to draft a Queensland Development Code 
• Provide dignity to carers of, and people with disability by requiring accessible sanitary facilities in all new major 

public facilities 
• Develop and consult with industry and consumers on a Queensland Development Code to make facilities in 

new large public venues, such as stadiums and theatres and large-scale shopping centres, more accessible for 
people with disabilities, in particular those with significant mobility impairment 

• Encourage the voluntary uptake of measures to make public facilities more accessible for people with 
disabilities in places where the future Queensland Development Code will not apply. 

6. 	Follow the lead of the NSW Government and establish a working group to explore the potential of the 'Build-to-Rent' 
sector in Queensland 
Through the Queensland Housing Strategy 2017-2027, the Growth Monitoring Program and the Housing Expert 
Supply Panel, the Palaszczuk Government has shown its commitment to helping all Queenslanders find affordable, 
accessible and well-designed housing. 

The Palaszczuk Government's $1.8 billion Housing Strategy allocates funds to pursue build-to-rent opportunities. 
To progress the Strategy, the Palaszczuk Government has established a Housing Partnerships Office to deliver 
contemporary housing projects, by engaging with state and local government and private sector stakeholders, and 
identifying, leveraging and managing development opportunities. 

The Housing Partnerships Office is tasked with implementing many of the commitments contained in the first three-
year Action Plan under the Housing Strategy and, in particular, delivering more social and affordable housing. This 
includes: 
• Partnering with private industry and community housing providers 
• Focusing on developing vacant and under-utilised government land 
• Delivering more social housing properties that better meet people's needs 
• Improving community liveability and prosperity 
• Enabling affordable by design options. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will continue to work with stakeholders to explore all avenues that will 
deliver affordable housing choice for Queenslanders. This includes new opportunities for long-term secure 
rental accommodation. 

Enable the renewal of old strata buildings by cutting the strata termination threshold to 75%. 
The Palaszczuk Government has delivered on its 2015 election commitment to review the Body Corporate and 
Community Management Act 1997 and investigate the approach taken by the New South Wales (NSW) 
Government to facilitate the redevelopment of ageing and uneconomic buildings with key stakeholders. 
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This commitment was met by way a review of property law by the Queensland University of Technology (QUT). 
QUT investigated whether the current provisions for the termination of community titles schemes fairly and equitably 
facilitated rejuvenation and redevelopment of ageing schemes, considered the NSW Government approach, and 
consulted with stakeholders. An options paper was followed by a recommendations paper. 

As indicated in the Property Council of Australia's election priorities, the QUT Review recommended that a 75 per 
cent termination threshold be used, where there are economic reasons to terminate. A decision as whether this 
threshold is supported is yet to be made. 

8. Overcome hurdles to investment by removing restrictions on larger deposits and incremental payments for off-the-
plan sales to foreign purchasers. 
The Palaszczuk Government has no plans to change the legislation regulating deposits and incremental payments 
for off-the-plan sales. 

9. Undertake a holistic review (including industry feedback) of the Market Led Proposal process by December 2018 
The Palaszczuk Government is committed to continuing our innovative Market Led Proposal (MLP) policy which is 
generating more private sector investment in social and economic infrastructure in Queensland. 

The MLP Guidelines were recently enhanced to build on their success to date. This was done in response to 
feedback from stakeholders and includes: 

• Streamlining the approval process 
• Consolidating the assessment criteria 
• Replacing the "uniqueness" criteria with "justification for direct negotiation". 

This approach is aimed at making it easier for proponents to engage with the process, to understand government's 
requirements and to get an answer faster. Since the July 2015 introduction of the MLP framework, the Government 
has had encouraging discussions with many proponents. 

To date, 47 of these ideas have been submitted for formal assessment under the stage-gated MLP framework, 
resulting in: 

• Seven proposals progressing to detailed proposal or beyond 
• A further half dozen being progressed through or considered for a competitive process. 

Recently, the Government announced Brisbane's first dedicated mega-cruise ship terminal to be constructed by 
Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd (PBPL). The $158 million Terminal will be located at Luggage Point. It follows the $512 
million Logan Motorway Enhancement Project, which is currently under construction. 

la 	Take tangible climate action by making Environmental Upgrade Agreements a reality in Queensland 
The Palaszczuk Government is committed to doing our fair share to meet the goals of the Paris Agreement. We 
have set a target of zero net emissions for Queensland by 2050. This will require action to reduce carbon pollution 
across all sectors of our economy. We are committed to working with all stakeholders on options that will help 
achieve our climate targets. A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will investigate an Environmental Upgrade 
Agreement framework for Queensland. 

Deliver a North Queensland Regional Plan that enables the timely and coordinated delivery of infrastructure for the 
region 
A draft North Queensland Regional Plan has been significantly progressed. A process similar to that of the 
highly-acclaimed South East Queensland Regional Plan is being used. Through a consultative approach, the 
Palaszczuk Government aims to bring all stakeholders to the table. In particular, in partnering with Councils, we 
can ensure maximum coordination of infrastructure provision across the region. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government will finalise the draft NQ Regional Plan and release it for public 
consultation. 
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Actions that build confidence about investing 

1. Restore equality in the treatment of political donors 
A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will reintroduce lapsed legislation to ban developer donations in both local 
government and state elections. In adopting the recommendations of the CCC's Belcarra report, the Premier 
pledged to introduce legislation giving effect to the recommendation to ban electoral donations from property 
developers. In making that pledge, the Premier was very clear — the Palaszczuk Government will not impose 
measures on local government that it doesn't apply to itself. The Queensland Branch of the ALP has already 
stopped accepting donations from property developers. 

The CCC report on Operation Belcarra stated that non-developer donors do not demonstrate the same risk of actual 
or perceived corruption, and concluded that "a more encompassing ban is not appropriate". 

There are no plans at this stage to make any changes to the recently-tabled bill before its reintroduction. 

2. Clean up the confusing matrix of infrastructure planning and assessment documents, bodies and processes to 
provide clarity and certainty about infrastructure priorities and delivery 
Effective and efficient infrastructure planning will be a key objective of a re-elected Palaszczuk Government. 

Key to Queensland's infrastructure planning is The State Infrastructure Plan (SIP). It is a comprehensive whole-of-
government plan containing both long-term planning and strategy for Queensland Infrastructure, as well as an 
annual update outlining the Government's four year program of works. Part A is updated every five years. We 
believe, the SIP provides confidence and certainty to industry, local government and the community. 

The Palaszczuk Government is also pursuing long-term infrastructure planning through its regional planning 
process in co-operation with councils. The first regional plan is the South East Queensland Regional Plan which is a 
vision for 50 years and a plan for 25 years. The Regional Plan highlights the importance of infrastructure and lists 
region shaping infrastructure that is needed to support the next 25 years of growth. This provides the certainty that 
industry and the community need to invest with confidence. 

The Palaszczuk Government's publishing of the SIP is in stark contrast to the previous LNP Government's non-
existent infrastructure plan. The former LNP Government under Tim Nicholls failed to deliver an infrastructure plan 
of any sort. 

3. Update the statutory valuations methodology so that land tax bills are fair 
Brisbane CBD land valuation increases were based on relevant sales, the majority of which were reflective of the 
potential use available under the new town plan. The definition of highest and best use applied in Queensland is 
consistent with that used by the Australian Property Institute and the International Valuations Standards Council. 

To address the evolving nature of town planning schemes, a re-elected Palaszczuk Government will assess the 
appropriateness of the current land valuation framework and how valuations (and therefore fluctuations) are 
reflected in the land tax structure. 

In relation to CBD valuations for 2018, the decision to exclude Brisbane from the 2018 annual valuation program is 
not unprecedented — Brisbane was excluded from the 2006 and 2009 programs. A market survey report indicated 
that if Brisbane were to be revalued, the overall change would be an increase of 2.1 per cent with no change in the 
CBD and fringe. 

4. Ensure rating fairness by making the 'Guideline on Equity and Fairness in Rating for Queensland Local 
Governments' a statutory document. 
Mindful of concerns within the property industry concerning the ratings practices of Councils, the Palaszczuk 
Government has worked with Local Governments over the past year to promote the exercise of restraint in the 
setting of rates policy. 
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As you know, in June 2017, the government implemented a 2015 election commitment, by issuing the 'Guideline on 
Equity and Fairness in Rating'. The guideline was designed to temper excessive or unwarranted rates increases. 

I would draw your attention to two further steps the Palaszczuk Government has taken to ensure the ongoing 
financial viability of the Local Government sector, and thus a reduced dependence on rates revenue. 

Officers of the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning regularly work with Local 
Governments to assist them in achieving and maintaining financial sustainability. A second $200 million round of the 
highly-successful Works for Queensland program was funded in this year's budget. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will fund a third $200 million Works for Queensland funding round, taking the 
total to $600 million between July 2016 and July 2021 for councils outside the South-East Queensland area. 

Nonetheless, rates still constitute the majority of Councils' revenue, and flexibility in rating policy allows Councils to 
appropriately address the fluctuating infrastructure needs of their communities as they arise. This flexibility is 
particularly important in high-growth environments. 

While you can be assured that the Government intends to keep this matter under active consideration if re-elected, 
there are no current plans to ensure the guideline is made mandatory. 

5. Give Queensland businesses an even chance by harmonising landholder duty and corporate reconstruction 
provisions with other jurisdictions. 
Where possible and desirable, Labor in government has participated in national schemes to harmonize regulatory 
frameworks. Labor Governments have worked to reduce "red tape" wherever possible. However, Queensland 
cannot guarantee the agreement of other states and territories to any such harmonization and thus it would be 
imprudent to make any commitment in this regard. 

6. Guarantee evidence-based planning decisions by retaining the Housing Supply Expert Panel for South East 
Queensland 
The Palaszczuk government is committed to the Housing Supply Expert Panel of independent experts and, if re-
elected, will make appointments to this Panel within three months. In the recent budget, we committed $5 million for 
a Growth Monitoring Program, reinstating a transparent program that was cut by the former Newman-Nicholls LNP 
Government. The Panel and this program will help monitor 'Measures that Matter' from the new South East 
Queensland Regional Plan. 

7. Deliver better environmental outcomes by undertaking a Strategic Assessment for South East Queensland. 
As noted in your Election Priorities document, in the 2017-18 State Budget the Palaszczuk Government committed 
$5 million towards a Strategic Assessment, as a key action out of the South East Queensland (SEQ) Regional Plan. 
Prior to the election being announced, the government wrote to the Commonwealth Minister for Environment, Josh 
Frydenberg MP, to seek his agreement to commence the process under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will deliver the Strategic Assessment for SEQ in partnership with key 
stakeholders. 

8. Forge ahead with the Council of Mayors (South East Queensland) to deliver a City Deal for the region. 
We thank the PCA for its advocacy for an SEQ City Deal. With the Council of Mayors SEQ, we have written to the 
Prime Minister and Assistant Minister Angus Taylor to seek their commitment on a number of occasions and have 
made significant progress to date. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will continue to work towards a City Deal that will benefit the entire region, as 
well as the broader Queensland economy. 



-7- 

9. Reduce red tape by standardising infrastructure requirements for local governments, starting with south east 
Queensland 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government will review local government infrastructure planning in consultation with 
key stakeholders to ensure maximum efficiency and transparency in the delivery of vital public and community 
infrastructure. 

10. Implement a mandatory state-wide housing code to simplify approvals and lower the cost of housing 
The development of a Queensland Housing Code that provides modern and consistent housing siting, design rules 
is a key area for reform in the Queensland Building Plan. The delivery of this and other reforms under the QBP will 
remain a priority for a second-term Palaszczuk Government. Further information on the QBP reforms is available at 
http://vvww. hpw.qId .qov.au/Buildinq  Plan/Pages/default. aspx 

11. Implement a focused strategy to cut energy costs and other major business expenses to encourage investment 
across Queensland. 

The Palaszczuk Government has taken a suite of actions to reduce electricity costs for business. This includes: 
• Ensuring that our network of government-owned corporations, Energy Queensland and Powerlink, did not 

appeal against the Australian Energy Regulator's revenue determination 
• Taking action under our Powering Queensland Plan to remove the costs of the solar bonus scheme from 

bills 
• Re-opening Swanbank E 
• Directing Stanwell Corporation to alter its bidding practices. 

In aggregate, these actions were assessed by ACIL Allen to deliver savings for typical residential, commercial and 
industrial customers of around 16 per cent each year by 2018-19, which is $210 each year for typical residential 
customers, $72,050 for commercial customers and $124,850 for industrial customers. 

Our Energy Price Pledge (under our Affordable Energy Plan) will keep electricity price increases for typical households 
and small business customers to below average inflation for the next two years. The public ownership of our generation 
assets allow us to make this commitment. 

The Palaszczuk Government is also providing assistance to help businesses take control of their energy use and lower 
their bills through our commitment under the Affordable Energy Plan to invest $10 million to expand our Large Customer 
Adjustment Trial to deliver free and independent energy audits to businesses and a co-contribution of 50 per cent, up to 
$250,000, to implement the findings of the audit. 

The stable and welcoming policy environment we have created for renewable energy is delivering more supply from the 
cheapest and quickest way to deliver new generation. This will place downwards pressure on power prices. During our 
first term of Government, three large-scale solar farms have commenced operation and a further 21 either financially 
committed or under construction delivering $3.7 billion in investment, 1,900MW of generation capacity and almost 3,000 
construction jobs. 

Our Powering Queensland's Future Plan sets out actions to make sure we get the balance right, delivering more of the 
cheapest form of new generation — renewables sooner to complement our young and efficient fleet of coal and gas-fired 
generation and placing downwards pressure on wholesale prices. We will create a new, publicly-owned, clean energy 
generation company — CleanCo that will own a strategic portfolio of energy assets. 

Owning a strategic portfolio of low and no emission generation assets will deliver more competition to the wholesale 
market and incentivise bidding in a way that will lower peak prices. CleanCo will also have a mandate to deliver 1,000MW 
of new renewable energy generation by 2025. Delivering the cheapest form of new generation to build will place further 
downward pressure on wholesale prices. Labor's plan for Powering Queensland's Future is available at 
https://annastaciapalaszczuk.com.au/powerinq-queenslands-future/.  
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In government, since 2015 Labor has provided stability, while actively building and diversifying our economy, creating 
employment, especially in regional Queensland, and delivering the infrastructure necessary to cope with growth. Cross 
River Rail is a prime example, however, we will establish a $1 billion per year trust to deliver improvements to the Bruce 
Highway and move towards 6-laning the M1 between Brisbane and the border. 

These measures will improve productivity and will build our economy. 

Labor's consistent, stable and cooperative approach in government stands in stark contrast to what could be ahead in the 
event of an LNP-One Nation government after this Saturday. 

Queensland Labor looks forward to continuing our constructive partnership with the Queensland Branch of the Property 
Council of Australia through a second term Palaszczuk Government. 

cerely 

KIE ADMP 
D UTY • 'EMIER 
Mi 'ster for Transport and 
Minister for Infrastructure and Planning 
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