
 

9 September 2019 

Cr Matthew Bourke 
Chair City Planning Committee 
Brisbane City Council 
GPO Box 1434 
Brisbane QLD 4001 
 
 
Dear Cr Bourke, 
 

Proposed Citywide Amendment – Major Amendment Package C 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission on the Proposed Citywide Amendment -Major 
Amendment Package C. 

The amendments cover a broad range of codes and policies contained in the City Plan 2014. We 
have not reviewed all the amendments in detail and have focused our attention and comments 
specifically on the Industry provisions. 

Following a review of the Industry amendments the Property Council provides in principle support.  
However, we note that there are a number of other Industry related amendments being progressed 
through Major Amendment Package E. 

In our submission on Major Amendments Package E in April this year we raised concerns with the 
proposal to delete ‘distribution centre’ and ‘transport depot’ from the Medium Impact Industry 
definitions, these included: 

1. Deletion of ‘distribution centre’ from the definition creates uncertainty and removes clarity.  
It becomes unclear whether logistics and distribution uses will instead fall under the 
‘warehouse’ use definition, or whether they might still be defined as either Low Impact 
Industry or Medium Impact Industry depending on the nature of their impacts.  

2. Having distribution centre uses included under the Medium Impact Industry thresholds is 
extremely important to the industrial sector and Brisbane’s economy, as the majority of 
distribution centres are located in either General Industry B or C zones.    If distribution 
centres revert to being defined as Warehouse, this will result in applications for warehouse 
in the General Industry C zone triggering impact assessment.  The nature of logistics 
operations (24/7 operations, accessed frequently by B-doubles) often necessitate their 
location distant to sensitive receiving environments.  Elevating logistics and distribution 
facilities to impact assessment in the General Industry C zone must be avoided.  

Furthermore, Council’s Brisbane Industrial Strategy implementation document states: 

1. Support large-format, high-impact logistics/distribution uses, where they meet appropriate 
thresholds in the general industry C zone within the ATC and SWIG MIA’s.  
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Council through its proposed implementation of Brisbane Industrial Strategy intends to support 
logistics/distribution uses in the general industry C zone within the ATC and SWIG identified as a 
Major Industrial Area’s (MIA) in the City Plan 2014 strategic framework map SFM-02. 

The Property Council recommends that Council urgently implements point 1 of the Brisbane 
Industrial Strategy by reinstating distribution and logistics uses under amendment package C.  We 
understand from our discussions with Council’s Strategic Planners that Council are working 
towards including logistics/distribution uses in future amendment packages.  

In addition, the Property Council strongly recommends adopting the changes identified in the 
Brisbane Industrial Strategy under Major Amendment Package C for the following reasons: 

1. There are urgent and overriding economic needs for supporting establishment of logistics 
/distribution uses in the Industry C zone. 

2. Brisbane’s scheme amendments are slow to respond to industry change driving business 
investment to surrounding locations such as Logan City Council, Ipswich City Council and 
Gold Coast City Council industrial areas. 

3. Businesses are relocating away from Brisbane City Council due to limited land supply and 
delivery timeframe constraints. 

4. Brisbane’s industrial zoning is heavily weighted toward industry C where large-format 
logistics /distribution uses will now be triggered to impact assessment causing blockages 
and delaying delivery timeframes. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact me 
on cmountford@propertycouncil.com.au or 07 3225 3000. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 

Chris Mountford 
Queensland Executive Director 
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