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Director’s National Performing Arts Festival Trip

MEET MICHAEL
In addition to serving as the technical and
assistant director in his high school’s theatre
department, Michael has worked in Walt
Disney World as a stagehand. He recently
brought his theatre troupe to the magical
world of Disney for a chance to compete in the
National Performing Arts Festival.

$
A DISNEY INSIDER TRIP
Michael heard about the National
Performing Arts Festival when a
colleague who works as an event
planner at Disney recommended
the event. After researching it and
attending a preview tour, Michael
found that NPAF went beyond your
average Disney tour. “Being able to
perform at Disney, meeting some
of the judges, being able to go
backstage, those are things that
are not usually allowed,” he says,
“I know I worked there – this really
is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”

EARNING THE TRIP
When it came to paying for their
trips, Michael says, “the majority of
students did it through fundraising
or working part-time jobs.” His group
sold candles, pancakes and candy,
and they put their creativity to work
with a fun Fourth of July booth that
offered face painting and pictures
with a cut-out of Uncle Sam. Further,
Michael motivated the students in
their fundraising ventures so that
100% of the profits went towards
individuals’ trip accounts.

EVERYONE IS INVOLVED
Like many first-time group leaders in
small schools, Michael initially had a
bit of trouble getting enough students
to join in on his trip. In the beginning
he simply communicated to students
via networks such as Facebook. But
once he realized that there was a real
interest in the trip, Michael worked
with a Brightspark Tour Consultant
to set up a parent meeting in which
she came to the school and answered
parents’ questions.

THE BEST PART?

THE POWER OF PREVIEW

“The whole trip was wonderful, it really was. Our tour
director Auggie took care of us. The workshops were
great, the performances were great, the kids loved
spending time in the parks…honestly it was just an
amazing trip.”

The year before he traveled to NPAF with his group,
Michael was able to attend the event by himself during
a Brightspark Preview Tour. He says that being able
to experience the event in real life was a huge part of
convincing students that it went above and beyond
their local theatre festivals.
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A TRIP OF A LIFETIME
Michael’s National Performing Arts Festival Itinerary
DAY 1

DAY 2

Arrive at Orlando Airport
Check into Hotel
Explore Park

DAY 3

Breakfast at Hotel
Arrive at Saratoga Springs
Observe Performances
Sound Check
Festival Performance
Solo/Duo Competition
Explore Park
Dinner in the Park

Breakfast at Hotel
Tech Tour/Seminar
Explore Park
Lunch in the Park
Workshops for Actors
Explore Epcot
Enjoy Illuminations

DAY 4

Breakfast at Hotel
Hotel Check Out
Disney Casting Director Session
Audition Information Session
Awards Presentation
Enjoy Lunch
Explore Downtown Disney
NPAF Showcase Performance
Depart for Orlando Airport
Arrive Home

A NEW TRADITION
This trip was huge for many members of Michael’s group; some had never even been on an airplane before! He’s
still figuring out how frequently budgets would allow his school to travel to the National Performing Arts Festival,
but Michael is “very much looking forward to attending again”.

MICHAEL’S TOUR SURVEY RESULTS
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“Brightspark was absolutely wonderful to work
with. Everybody had answers to our questions
the second they came up. Many times they’d
send us information just before we were about
to ask the questions.”
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REQUEST YOUR QUOTE TODAY!
marketing@brightsparktravel.com

