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Armed Services YMCA of USA 
recognized as a top non-profit 

The Armed Services YMCA received a four-star rating from Charity Navigator 

and was named as a Top-Rated Military Charity by Charity Watch for its 

financial stewardship. These designations recognize the Armed Services YMCA 

for consistently executing its mission to enrich the lives of junior enlisted 

personnel and their families in a fiscally responsible way. 

 

"I am proud to be associated with such an honorable organization," said Lee 

Baxter, MG, USA (ret.), Armed Services YMCA, Chairman of the Board of 

Directors. "Our team takes financial responsibility very seriously. We ensure 

.89 cents of every dollar goes directly to programs supporting the troops and 

http://us7.campaign-archive2.com/?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=785b3b8008&e=4e554a38b0


their families. We keep our overhead down, so we can do more." 

 

As America’s premier independent charity evaluator, Charity 

Navigator reviews the financial health of more than 5,500 of 

America’s largest charities, providing donors with objective, 

reliable assessments of the financial health of their chosen 

charity. The four-star rating indicates that Armed Services YMCA goes beyond 

industry standards. 

 

"We work very hard to keep our expenses down, to keep as much money 

flowing to programs that support as many of our junior enlisted and families as 

possible." said William French, Armed Services YMCA, President and CEO. "The 

fact that our efforts are acknowledged by Charity Navigator, CharityWatch and 

the Independent Charities of America validates that we are acting 

responsibly."  

 

CharityWatch analysts perform in-depth evaluations of complex 

charity financial reporting, including audited financial statements, 

tax forms, annual reports, state filings, and other documents. 

Once complete, and any required adjustments are made, a 

charity is assigned a letter grade efficiency rating on an A+ to F scale. ASYMCA 

was assigned an A. 

 

In addition to Charity Navigator and CharityWatch, the Armed 

Services YMCA is a proud recipient of the Independent Charities Seal 

of Excellence, which is awarded to the members of Independent 

Charities of America and Local Independent Charities of America 

that have, upon rigorous independent review, been able to certify, document, 

and demonstrate on an annual basis that they meet the highest standards of 

public accountability, program effectiveness, and cost effectiveness. These 

standards include those required by the U.S. Government for inclusion in the 

Combined Federal Campaign, arguably the most exclusive fund drive in the 

world. According to the Independent Charities of American of the 1,000,000 

http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=1e9160c413&e=4e554a38b0
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charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 

50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer 

than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.   

 

MARCOA, Armed Services YMCA ink 
partnership supporting troops 

MARCOA publishing and Armed Services 

YMCA have joined forces to support service 

members across the country. The 

partnership will allow service members at 

59 of the nation's largest military 

installations to have base information 

guides delivered via ASYMCA branch and 

affiliate locations. Each guide has 

information useful to residents and new 

arrivals and now each guide 

will also feature programs and services available to service members and their 

families offered by the local ASYMCA. The agreement was signed by Matt 

Benedict, President of MARCOA Publishing, headquartered in San Diego, Calif., 

and William D. French, VADM, USN (ret), President and CEO of the Armed 

Services YMCA of the USA, headquartered in Springfield, Va.   

 

"This is a proud day as MARCOA proclaims its support of the Armed Services 

YMCA.  We are genuinely thrilled to be a partner with and support the ASYMCA 

and the hundreds of thousands of lives they touch," said Benedict. "Our 

mission at MARCOA is to help ease the burden and improve the lives of those 

that protect our country in any way we can and we see this new partnership as 

one way to give back and better the greater good.” 

http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=fcaea97a47&e=4e554a38b0


 

 

"We are excited about the possibilities this agreement provides. MARCOA 

produces great base guides, full of useful information and now ASYMCA will be 

included. Most of all, the partnership extends the reach of the Armed Services 

YCMA," said French. "Information on our services and programs will now be in 

the hands and every home of every service member and spouse on every base 

where we have a presence. That's great news, because if more people know 

who we are and what we have to offer, we can provide more services and 

programs and support more troops and families." 

 

Published copies of the guides with ASYMCA 

program information will be made available at the 

branches and on the internet 

at www.mybaseguides.com. Additional ASYMCA 

content will soon be included in the free mobile phone app available 

at www.MBGApp.com.  

 

Sodexo sponsors Child Watch program 
at two hospitals supporting troops 

Sodexo is making military life easier for service members and their families by 

sponsoring a Child Watch program at Blanchfield 

Community Hospital at Ft. Campbell, Ky., and at 

the Naval Hospital, Marine Corps Base, Camp 

Pendleton, Calif. Military members and 

spouses visiting hospitals at both locations can take advantage of child care at 

the hospital thanks to Sodexo's support.  

 

http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=d0a0d11696&e=4e554a38b0
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For military parents, it can be difficult to focus on 

their own health and well-being when their 

attention is diverted. Military medical leadership 

recognizes the need for respite child care 

understanding that well children should not 

accompany parents into the examination rooms 

while they or other family members are being 

treated. In response, the Armed Services YMCA 

developed a child watch program. The program 

essentially provides a hospital waiting room built 

for kids and staffed by trained adults; many of 

whom are volunteers. At most installations, drop-in child care is not available 

on short notice or is cost prohibitive for military families. This program is a low 

or no cost option that provides a safe environment for children.  

 

G6 recognized by ASYMCA President | CEO 

G6 Hospitality, known for its iconic economy lodging 

brands, Motel 6 and Studio 6 in the U.S. and Canada, and 

the Armed Services YMCA (ASYMCA) are partnering to 

make a difference in the lives of our country’s junior 

enlisted service members and their families. The continuing 

partnership serves both ASYMCA’s mission to make military life easier and G6’s 

initiative to make an impact on the ground level in the military communities 

where they live.  

“We are thankful to partner with G6 again. They are a company whose values 

and mission align with ours,” said William French, ASYMCA President and CEO. 

“Their support serves military members and their families all over the country.” 

Part of G6’s unique business and philanthropic model rests on the idea that it 

takes people to become great, not just assets and resources and that model 

results in G6 supporting ASYMCA’s community initiatives. G6 employees have 



 

volunteered extensively at the ASYMCA Killeen branch helping provide food for 

Healthy Kids Day, donating materials for Back-to-School Day and providing 

assistance for Thanksgiving Food Baskets for our troops and their families. 

 

JCPenney Cares & Operation Hero: 
helping kids, getting results 

 
The JCPenney Cares | Operation Hero funding partnership shows strong results 

in the first six months.  

 

Operation Hero program analyzed data from across the country – in close to 

500 participating children, ages 6 to 12 years - and consistently showed 

impact:  

• higher homework completion rates 

• more age appropriate behavior 



 

• increased ability to manage stress and anger 

Participating children ranked higher in self-esteem and ability to make friends 

after spending time in the program. With support from JCPenney Cares, 

Operation Hero truly is making military life easier for these children.  

 

Jack Daniels distributor donates 

$20K to Operation Ride Home 

 

Andy Westley of Breakthru Beverage, in Chicago, Ill., presented William 

French, President | CEO of Armed Services YMCA, with a check for $20,000 to 

support Operation Ride Home. 



 

 The Jack Daniel’s and Armed Services YMCA Operation Ride 

Home program helps bring eligible service members and 

their families back home for the holidays. Reconnecting 

military families during this special time of year is making 

military life easier. 

  

Since 2011, the Jack Daniels and Armed Services YMCA 

Operation Ride Home Program has assisted 4,606 troops and 

family members travel from their bases to their homes across 

the country.  

Not Everyone is Fortunate Enough to Spend the 

Holidays with Loved Ones … Help us help our troops 

Operation Ride Home is funded by the generous contributions of Jack Daniel’s, 

Jack Daniel’s Distributors and the general public along with support from the 

Armed Services YMCA. 

Donate now to Operation Ride Home 

 

 

 
  

  

The 10th Annual Angels of the 

Battlefield Awards Gala, will be 

hosted at the Ritz-Carlton Pentagon City, 

Arlington, Va. on Friday, 4 Nov. Come honor 

the men and women on the front lines who 

are saving lives and have demonstrated 

extraordinary courage. It’s not too early to 

become a sponsor! For more 

information: Angels of the Battlefield Awards 

Gala 

 

 

Want to help junior enlisted service members and their families? 
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Donate to Armed Services YMCA now 
 

 
The Armed Services YMCA exists to make 

military life easier for junior enlisted 

military personnel and their families. We 

have 34 branches and affiliates, supporting 

59 of our Nation’s largest military 

installations across the country. Offering 

low and no cost programming, the ASYMCA 

serves more than 500,000 troops and 

family members each year with the help of 

more than 10,000 volunteers. 

   
 

 

Donate Now  
 

 
 

 

Donate your car, truck, or plane! 
 

 
You can help our nation’s services 

members and their families by donating 

your car, truck, boat, motorcycle or RV to 

the Armed Services YMCA (ASYMCA). The 

proceeds from the sale will help us to 

continue providing programs and services 

across the country. 

How it Works 

Our vehicle donation program is easy: 

• Fill out the vehicle donation 

form online. 

• A service representative from 

CARS (Charitable Adult Rides and 

Help Amazon donate to the Armed 
Services YMCA 

 

 
AmazonSmile – You shop. 

Amazon gives. 

   

When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, Amazon donates to 

your favorite charitable organization. You 

can select Armed Services YMCA to receive 

Amazon's donation from your purchase. 

 

About AmazonSmile 
 

 
 

 

Consider a recurring donation 
 

 
Armed Services YMCA’s Recurring Gift 

Program 

The Armed Services YMCA’s recurring gift 

program allows you to increase your 

annual impact footprint through smaller 

monthly or quarterly installments.  A 

recurring gift is an ongoing, specific gift 

amount determined by you the donor that 

is charged monthly or quarterly to your 

credit card.  You don’t have to remember 

to write and send a check. Click here for 

details. 
 

 
 

 

http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=5aa73a0353&e=4e554a38b0
http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=302e2cf4c8&e=4e554a38b0
http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=302e2cf4c8&e=4e554a38b0
http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=7668a9f447&e=4e554a38b0
http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=7668a9f447&e=4e554a38b0
http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=c586897d9c&e=4e554a38b0
http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=8b80203fad&e=4e554a38b0
http://crbuildsite.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a808580ed4a6d42d403ab3695&id=8b80203fad&e=4e554a38b0


 

Services Inc.) will contact you to 

facilitate the donation process. 

• CARS will send you an IRS tax 

receipt for your records. 

If you prefer to contact CARS by phone, 

please call 855-YMCA-CAR or 855-962-

2227 and one of their representatives will 

help you with your donation. 
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