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Canterbury Construction Report© 
 

December 2020 

This report is prepared by 

Blackburn Management Limited 

The data used in this report has been taken from the  

Monthly Building Consent Reports provided by: 

 

Christchurch City Council 

Selwyn District Council 

Waimakariri District Council 

Additional data has been sourced from Statistics New Zealand * 

 

 

Please Note: 

The data contained in this report is based on information that is provided by the above mentioned 

providers, which is released as a matter of public record. 

 

Although all attempts are made to verify the data where possible, no representation is made by 

Blackburn Management, its agents or staff as to the accuracy of this information. 

 

This report provides an analysis of the residential construction market in Canterbury. It focuses 

on new residential dwellings.  

 

This report specifically excludes data relating to Rest Home facilities, sleepouts or secondary 

buildings and relocatable buildings (not being built for a specific site). 

 

Some of the residential consents are issued across multiple stages. Information relating to these 

building consent application are only included when the final stage has been consented. 

 

*  Statistics New Zealand has a different criteria for counting residential dwellings and includes all 

dwellings consented in its numbers. As such the numbers from Stats NZ are different than that 

from Councils as provided in this report. 
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1.  Summary of Dwellings Consented in Canterbury 

 

Number of Dwellings Consented 

    

 

There were 427 new residential dwellings consented across the three major Councils in 

Canterbury in December 2020. This is an increase of 32% from the 323 new dwellings consented 

in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christchurch continues to dominate the number of new dwellings being consented, however 

Selwyn has steadily increased its overall percentage of dwellings being consented across 2020. 
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2020 has been another strong year for residential construction. 

 

Despite the country-wide lock down due to COVID 19 at the beginning of the year, the sector got 

quickly back to work and picked up like nothing had happened. 

 

Looking at the graph and table below, there were only two months (July and August) where the 

number of new dwellings consented were less than the number consented in 2019. 

 

To counter this there were four months (January, May, November and December) where there 

was an increase of more than 30% over the corresponding months in 2019. 

 

    

 

The total number of new dwellings consented in 2020 was 4,817. This is an increase of 18% over 

the 4,098 dwellings that were consented in 2019, 

 

This is the highest level of dwellings consented since 2016. 

 

As the sector emerges from the Christmas break, there is a continued mood of optimism among 

builders and developers.  

 

Perhaps the only dark cloud on the horizon is potential delays with the supply of imported 

building materials as the rest of the world continues to struggle with COVID 19 issues.  

 

Products like dishwashers and other whiteware appliances have been in limited supply for some 

time now, but there is a growing concern over international freight and limited shipments to New 

Zealand. 

 

Although many suppliers are currently reporting good levels of stock on hand, the high levels of 

new construction may see difficulties in the supply of certain materials and components into the 

first quarter of this year. 
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Value of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

The total value of new residential dwellings consented in December 2020 across all three Councils 

was $150,274,732. This is an increase of 34% over the $112 million in consented value for December 

2019. 

 

The graph below shows the value of dwellings consented over the past six months.  Although the 

total value of dwellings consented in December is down slightly on the last couple of months, the 

overall trend remains positive in line with the strong growth in new dwellings being consented. 

 

 

 

The relatively high value of dwellings consented in Selwyn (by comparison to value of dwellings 

in Christchurch) is a reflection of the general trend for larger individual family homes being built 

in Selwyn as opposed to the high percentage of smaller multi-unit developments being built in 

Christchurch. 
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The graph and table below shows the combined value of new residential dwellings consented 

across all three Councils since January 2018. 

 

2018 was the lowest level of new dwellings consented since to peak of the earthquake rebuild in 

2014. However the overall value of dwellings consented across all three Councils has grown 

steadily over the past three years. 

 

    

 

In 2020 the total value of dwellings consented was more than $1,666 million. This was a 13% 

increase over the $1,477 million of dwellings consented in 2019. 

 

There were just three moths (July, August and October) where the value of dwellings consented 

was less than that for the corresponding month in 2019. 
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Side by Side comparison of Councils 
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2.  Christchurch City Council 

 

Number of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

In December 2020 there were 226 new residential dwellings consented in Christchurch. This 

number is up by 22% on the 186 dwellings consented in December 2019. 

 

Despite the lock-downs and economic disruption to the country caused by COVID 19, residential 

construction in Christchurch has prospered and any declines have been well and truly offset by 

significant increases in the number of dwellings consented over the course of this year. 

 

    

 

The total number of new dwellings consented across Christchurch in 2020 was 2,699. This is an 

overall increase of 23% compared to the 2,193 dwellings consented in 2019. 
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Multi-Unit Developments 

 

    

 

In December 2020, multi-unit developments represented 50% of all dwellings consented, with 113 

dwellings consented across just 24 consent applications. This is an average of 4.7 units per 

consent. 

 

In December 2019, there were 91 multi-unit dwellings consented which represented 49% of all 

dwellings consented for the month. These dwellings were across 18 building consent applications 

with an average of 5.1 dwellings per consent. 

 

 

 

The largest developments consented this month were: 

 

• 16 units at 10 New Brighton Road, Shirley. Applicant: Moreover Holdings Limited 

• 9 units at 64 Longfellow Street, Sydenham. Applicant: Williams Corporation 

• 6 units at 2 Westcott Street, Dallington. Applicant: Kainga Ora 

• 6 units at 3 Sewell Street, Linwood. Applicant: Kainga Ora 

• 6 units at 246 Blenheim Road, Riccarton. Applicant: Kainga Ora 
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Size of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

In December there were 91 dwellings consented with a floor area of less than 100 m2.  

 

All but five of these dwellings were part of a multi-unit development. This is the largest size group 

and represents 40% of all dwellings consented this month. 

 

There were 25 units (across 5 building consent applications) with a floor area of between 53 m2 

and 59 m2 each. 

 

At the other end of the scale, there were just 37 dwellings consented with a floor area of 201 m2 

or larger, representing 16% of dwellings consented this month. 

 

 

 

    

 

The median size of dwellings consented this month was 125 m2.   

 

The largest dwelling consented was 375 m2 in Redcliffs and the smallest dwelling consented was 

just 31 m2 on Clifton Hil. 
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Value of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

In December 2020 the overall value of new dwellings consented in Christchurch was $70,119,762. 

This is up by 28% on December 2019 with $55 million. 

 

The overall value of dwellings consented in Christchurch for 2020 was $867 million, compared to 

$768 million for 2019. This is a 13% increase. 

 

    

 

The graph and table above show the value of dwellings consented since January 2018. 

 

This year there has been seven months with a positive increase in value over comparative months 

in 2019, this is offset by five months where comparative values have been below the 2019 figures. 

This continues a positive trend in construction across the city. 
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Top Applicants 

 

 

 

The largest applicant in December 2020 was Kainga Ora with 30 dwellings across seven building 

consent applications.  

 

All of the remaining applicants in the top 10 this month are a mix of larger scale multi-unit 

developments and individual dwellings. 

 

 

Top Suburbs 

 

 

 

Halswell had the largest number of new dwellings consented in December with 45 new dwellings 

consented. 

 

Noticeable by its absence is residential construction in the Central City. Unlike last year where 

development in the Central City dominated all other suburbs, this year the preference seems to 

be for the inner suburbs of St Albans, Sydenham, Riccarton, Addington and Linwood. 
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3. Selwyn District Council 

 

Number of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

In December 2020 there were 152 new residential dwellings consented in Selwyn District. This is 

an increase of 60% on the 95 dwellings consented in December 2019. 

 

The number of new dwellings consented in Selwyn has continued to grow steadily across the 

year and has resulted in a 26% increase over the total number of dwellings consented in 2019. 

 

    

 

Unlike neighbouring Christchurch, there are very few multi-unit developments built in Selwyn. 

 

  

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/


15 | P a g e  
Canterbury Construction Report© December 2020 
Copyright © Blackburn Management Limited // (Ph) 021 370 018 // www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz 

Size of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

In December 2020 there were 56 dwellings consented with a floor area of between 151 m2 and 

200 m2 (making up 37% of all dwellings consented) and a further 66 dwellings with a floor area 

larger than 201 m2. (making up 43% of all dwellings consented). 

 

 

 

These numbers contrast sharply with the size of dwellings in Christchurch where the majority fall 

into the smaller size groups. 

 

    

 
In December the median size of dwelling consented in Selwyn was 190 m2 which is a noticeable 
increase from the median size of 169 m2 in November. 
 
 
The smallest dwelling consented this month was 60 m2 in Leeston and the largest was 435 m2 
in Prebbleton.  

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/


16 | P a g e  
Canterbury Construction Report© December 2020 
Copyright © Blackburn Management Limited // (Ph) 021 370 018 // www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz 

Value of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

In December the total value of dwellings consented in Selwyn District was $60,150,777, which is 

an increase of 40% on the $43 million in December 2019.  

 

The overall value of dwellings consented in Selwyn for 2020 was more than $595 million, which 

was a 24% increase over the $479 million of dwellings consented in 2019. 

 

    

 

In all but three months this year the value of dwellings consented has been greater than that for 

the corresponding month in 2019. 
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Top Applicants 

 

 

 

In December 2020, Kevler Homes and Signature Homes are the top applicants for dwellings in 

Selwyn with 10 building new dwellings each. 

 

All 10 dwellings for Kevler Homes were contented in Rolleston, while Signature has seven in 

Rolleston, two in Prebbleton and one in Lincoln.  

 

Top Suburbs 

 

 

 

There were 90 new dwellings consented in Rolleston in December, accounting for almost 60% of 

all dwellings consented in the District. 

 

Lincoln was the only other township to have double digit numbers, all other towns only managed 

single numbers.  

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/


18 | P a g e  
Canterbury Construction Report© December 2020 
Copyright © Blackburn Management Limited // (Ph) 021 370 018 // www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz 

4. Waimakariri District Council 

 

Number of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

In December 2020 there were 49 new residential dwellings consented across Waimakariri 

District. This was up by 17%  from the 42 dwellings consented in December 2019. 

 

This is only the fourth month this year where the number of new dwellings exceeded the number 

consented in the corresponding month in 2019. 

 

    

 

There was a total of 546 new dwellings consented across the District in 2020, by comparison to 

the 647 dwellings consented for 2019. This is a decline of 16% in the number of new residential 

dwellings consented across the District. 

 

http://www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz/
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Size of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

In December there were 22 dwellings consented in the District, larger than 201 m2. This is 

approximately 45% of all dwellings consented. 

 

A further 19 dwellings were consented between 151 m2 and 200 m2, which accounted for a further 

39% of all dwellings consented. 

 

 

 

There was only two dwelling consented between 51 m2 and 100 m2, and six dwellings between 

101 m2 and 150 m2. 

 

    

 

The median size of dwellings consented in November was 187 m2. 

 

The smallest dwellings consented were two at 75 m2 in Woodend and Erywell and the largest 

dwelling consented was 487 m2 in Rangiora. 
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Value of Dwellings Consented 

 

    

 

The total value of dwellings consented in Waimakariri District in December was $20,004,801. This 

amount is 36% higher than the $14.6 million in the value of dwellings consented in December 

2019. 

 

The overall value of dwellings consented in 2020 was $203.7 million, which was a decline of 12% 

over the $231.7 million of dwellings consented in 2019. 

 

    

 

The above graph and table tell the story of the decline in both the number and value of dwellings 

consented across the District in 2020. This is in stark contrast to the significant increases seen in 

both Christchurch and Selwyn. 
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Top Applicants 

 

 

 

As has been the case for most of this year, Architectural Designers feature prominently as 

applicants for building consents. Most of these consents are for smaller independent builders in 

the district. 

 

GJ Gardener, Mike Greer Homes and Faye Homes are the only recognised Group Home Builders 

as applicants this month, with only 10 new dwellings consented between them. 

 

Top Suburbs 

 

 

 

Woodend features as the top township again this month with 20 new dwellings consented. 

 

The number of new dwellings being consented in Rangiora (the largest township in Waimakariri) 

continues to decline due to the lack of new residential subdivisions available. This month there 

are just nine new dwellings consented in the township in December. 
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5.  Comparison of Canterbury to other Regions 

 

All of New Zealand 

 

    

 

There were 3,881 new dwellings consented across New Zealand in December 2020. This is an 

increase of 20% on the 3,238 dwellings consented in December 2019. 

 

Year to date there have been 35,654 dwellings consented across all of New Zealand, which is a 

2.83% increase over the 34,672 dwellings consented for the same period in 2019. 

 

Auckland Region 

 

    

 

There were 1,740 new dwellings consented across the Auckland Region in December 2020. This 

is a massive increase of 55% over the 1,120 new dwellings consented in December 2019. 

 

Year to date there have been 15,067 new dwellings consented across the Auckland Region, which 

is an 8.18% increase over the 13,928 dwellings consented for the same period in 2019. 
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Wellington Region 

 

    

 

There were 284 new dwellings consented across the Wellington Region in December 2020. This 

was a decline of 21% over the 358 new dwellings consented in 2019. 

 

Year to date there have been 2,670 new dwellings consented across the Wellington Region. This 

is a decline of 7.93% over the 2,900 dwellings consented for the same period in 2019. 

 

The graph below shows the number of new residential dwellings consented across all of New 

Zealand, Auckland, Wellington and Canterbury. 

 

 
Please Note:  

 

The tables and graphs presented in this chapter have been compiled from data provided by Statistics New Zealand. Stats 

NZ includes all residential dwellings as part of its numbers, including Rest Homes, Secondary Dwellings, Ancillary 

buildings, etc. 

 

The data included in the preceding chapters is based on data obtained directly from each of the Councils and only 

represents new residential dwellings. As such, the numbers in the Statistics New Zealand data are generally higher than 

that for the respective Canterbury Councils as provided in this report. 

 

Stats NZ release their monthly figures approximately six weeks following the end of each calendar month. This means 

that at the time of this report the most up to date information available is for November 2020.  
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For a full analysis of all building consent applications and related information 

please read this report in association with the accompanying spreadsheet. 

 

Additional and specialist analysis is available on request. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

 

mike@blackburnmanagement.co.nz    

 

www.blackburnmanagement.co.nz 

 

Mike Blackburn   021 370 018 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/blackburnmanagement/ 
 

 

Confidential Information 

 
This report is confidential and for the sole and exclusive use of the individual addressee. It may not be 
copied, reproduced or transmitted in whole or part in any form, including by photocopying, facsimile, 
scanning or by any manual or electronic means without the express written permission of the author. 
 
Multiple copies can be supplied by arrangement for an additional charge. 
 
Unauthorised copying or possession of unauthorised copies of this report is a criminal act 
 
Copyright © Blackburn Management Limited. 2020 
 

Disclaimer 
 
Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this report is accurate and reliable, 
Blackburn Management Limited will not be held responsible for errors and / or omissions or held liable for 
claims arising directly or indirectly therefrom. 
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