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Getting Started – Non Degree Seeking Students 

 

Welcome to South Dakota State University! 
 

Thank you for applying as a non-degree seeking graduate student. We hope you have a positive 
experience taking courses through our University. 
As a reminder: 

• Only 12 credits taken as a non-degree seeking student can be used towards a degree program at 

SDSU 

• Non-degree seeking students are not eligible for federal financial aid 

• If you wish to take a 100-400 level course, you will need to apply as an Undergraduate non-degree 
seeking student. 

 
Below are websites you will use often as a graduate student. We encourage you to set up your 
accounts and become familiar with these websites prior to the start of your classes. Steps to activate 
these accounts are provided below. 

 
WebAdvisor is the online system where you may register for classes, pay your bill, and view course 

information, transcripts, and academic history. 
 

To set up your WebAdvisor account, follow these steps: 
1.  Go to  http://webadvisor.sdstate.edu 

2.  In the bottom right-hand corner, click on the link “What’s My Username and Reset 
Password” 

3.  Enter your last name and your Student ID number (provided on your acceptance letter) 
4.  Click “Retrieve my Information” 

5.  Final steps to activate your account will be sent to the e-mail address you select 
 

HOW TO PAY YOUR BILL 
Please click on the link above for specific information regarding tuition payment.  
 
If you would like to enroll in additional or future courses, please use the WebAdvisor system to locate the 
specific course and register. You will NOT need to complete a new application as a non-degree seeking 
student unless you become inactivated by failing to enroll in consecutive semesters.  

 
JACKS e-mail accounts are given to all SDSU students. This account cannot be activated until you have 
registered for at least one course (once you register for a course, it may take a few days for your Jacks e-
mail to become active). Your Jacks e-mail is the primary e-mail used for all university correspondence. If 
you have another e-mail you prefer to use, please be sure you keep your JACKS e-mail active and check 
it periodically. 

 
To set up your JACKS account, follow these steps: 

1.  Go to  http://mystateonline.sdstate.edu 

2.  In the top right-hand corner, click on the link “Active Jacks Email” 
3.  Follow the steps listed to activate your account 

 
Desire2Learn (D2L) is the online portal for not only online classes, but is also used by most instructors 
on campus to post announcements, classroom materials, and grades throughout the semester. You can 
log into your D2L account using your Web Advisor ID at http://D2L.sdbor.edu. 

Need additional help? 

The Technology Support Desk is available to help you! 
605-688-6776 | SDSU.SupportDesk@sdstate.edu 
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