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Reminders 
1. Schedule turf renovation or aeration & 

overseeding. 
2. Schedule irrigation system review. 
3. Apply disease & insect spray to trees & 

shrubs. 
4. Vote CM’s as the Best of Omaha! 

It’s that time of the year again where we reserve the month 

of July to talk about “Smart Irrigation,” as it is called by the 

Irrigation Association.  You may be saying, “Irrigation, real-

ly?  I haven’t had to water yet this year!”  If that is the case, 

you are not alone.  When supplemental irrigation is neces-

sary, here are some tips to ensure it is doing the most good. 

• According to the University of Nebraska, minor drought stress has benefits as it in-

creases a lawn’s tolerance for summer stress.  They recommend to “avoid irrigation 

until drought symptoms are obvious.  Irrigate deeply when leaves develop a blue-

gray color and footprints linger following light foot-traffic.” 

• Turn on your system and inspect the zones to make sure everything is running 

properly.  Do this early in the season, or a time where irrigation is not necessarily 

needed, so the system is ready to go when you need it. 

• Water early in the morning, between 4 a.m. and 8 a.m., if possible.  Watering when 

the sun is low and there is less wind helps reduce water loss due to evaporation.  

Soil absorption is also best at these times.  While similar conditions may exist in the 

evening, watering as the temperatures cool promotes disease. 

• Water deeply, but infrequently.  Remember that precipitation per week is the com-

bined amount of Mother Nature’s rain plus anything you add to it.  Excessive water-

ing will only waste water and promote unhealthy growing conditions in a variety of 

ways. 

• If water runoff is any issue for you, consider breaking up your run times in to shorter 

cycles with a small break in between.  For example, if you have 4 zones and you 

typically run each zone for 15 minutes with a start time of 5 a.m., you might change 

your system start times to 4 a.m., 5 a.m. and 6 a.m. with each zone running for 5 

minutes each.  In both scenarios, the system runs for a 

total of 60 minutes that day, however, using shorter inter-

vals allows greater soil absorption. 

Here we are in July already.  That translates 
into our third application of the year, the grub 
application.  Imidacloprid is the active ingre-
dient of Merit insecticide, and it works by 
disrupting the nervous system of the insects 
that come into contact with it and/or ingest it.  
For this granular product to work, it should be 
watered in soon after the application.   
 
We are beginning to see nutsedge which 
benefits from the rain we have seen and the 
hot, humid weather.  We spray it as we see it 
and will continue to spray it on our next appli-
cation with plants that survive.  Nutsedge 
continues to be a world-class pest and a 
fruitful field for researchers.  Hopefully, we 
will get a good product for prevention in the 
near future.  Another by-product of heat and 
humidity is fungus.  We see it in turf and 
beds.  The “mushrooms” you see in your turf 
can just be mowed until they are no more. 
 
We are at the point where we can start con-
sidering supplemental irrigation, or at least 
talking about it.  Unless you are in the wide 
open spaces of our service area where your 
turf is exposed to hot, drying winds, I can 
only think of two reasons that would have 
required supplemental irrigation-a fertilizer 
application that needed watering or re-
establishment of  turf through sod or seed.  
Other than that we have had more than ade-
quate moisture for cool season grasses. If 
you have not turned your system on yet, it 
would be good to do so to make sure it is 
working when you do need it. 
 
We never tire of mentioning how well cool 
season grasses do 
when they are mowed 
at higher settings.  
Remember to keep 
those blades sharp to 
prevent injury to the 
grass- blade tip. 

CM’s would like to wish all of you a happy and safe holi-

day!   

Please visit http://

www.safenebraska.org/safe-

home-play/fireworks-safety/ for 

a listing of public fireworks dis-

plays in Nebraska and safety tips if you are setting off fireworks 

on your own. 

Contact CM’s to inspect your 
irrigation system! 

Turf Talk 2015.04 

Happy Independence Day! 
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With the long awaited arrival of spring 
comes the profusion of color and smells. 
Lilacs, crab apples, magnolias, red buds 

and so many more trees are bursting from the seams filling us with delight. But what happens when all the blooms 
are spent and the heat of summer draws nearer leaving us with no more than green scenery? The view of endless 
green rows of different shade trees offer relief from a hot day, but there is no shame in wanting a little bit more from 
the trees in your landscape during the summer and fall.  If you are looking for a new flowering addition to your land-
scape, here are some trees that flower in the summer.  
 

 
Northern Catalpa: This tree displays large clusters of fragrant bell-shaped flowers with ruffled edges in late 
spring and summer. The center of the flowers varies from yellow, orange, or purple streaking and spotting. Even 
when the tree is not in bloom it still has an interesting shape with giant heart shaped foliage.   Catalpas are 
grown as a shade tree 40’- 60’ tall so only plant this in an open space away from power lines. 

 
 
Japanese Pagoda: This tree is so stunning and uniquely beautiful.  It seems like it could not possibly grow in Ne-
braska, but it can and it does very well. It can grow up to 60’ with a nice rounded crown if given the space.  Creamy
-white, fragrant pea like flowers starts to bloom at the end of summer into fall lasting for about a month! Neat seed 
pods resembling strands of green beads persist through the winter as well.  
 
 

Golden Rain Tree: The Golden Rain is a show stopper when it is in full bloom around June and July. Large clus-
ters of small yellow flowers cover the tree against its dark green foliage. At the end of flowering, the petals per-
sistently fall to the ground like rain hence the name Golden Rain Tree. Chinese lantern-like seed pods hold onto 
the tree throughout winter adding additional interest for a longer period of time. It is also considered a fast grow-
ing, small to medium sized tree at 30’-40’ so it could possibly do well for that corner of the yard that needs a 
touch of shade and color.  

 
 
Hydrangea Tree: Also known as a PeeGee Hydrangea, this little tree grows only to about 8’-10’ tall and adds charm-
ing detail to your landscape. Dense white flower clusters will cover the entire tree in summer, progressively turning 
pink coming into the fall. Brown flower heads will persist through the winter unless you decide to prune or dead 
head. This tree is also typically very hardy and low maintenance so you do not have to worry much about how the 
hard winter will affect them. The flowers can even be used in bouquet arrangements! 
 
 
Some of these may seem new to you. That is a good thing! Too many of the same species of trees are planted, limit-
ing diversity for the green infrastructure of our city.  

What trees bloom in the summer? 

Japanese Pagoda 

Hydrangea 

Catalpa 

Golden Rain 

Contact CM’s to find the perfect tree for your yard! 


