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Walt believed that if the buildings were to 
be considered as the ᾰbricksᾱ, then Area 
Development was the ᾰmortarᾱ that held 

them all together.ᾶ 

Scott Girard, Director of Imaginality 

Scott Girard, our Director of Imaginality, served as the 

Walt Disney Companyôs Chief Landscape Architect 

worldwide for 20 years, developing many iconic landscapes 

across the globe. Later, he returned to the Company to serve 

as GM of Operations for Disneyôs Horticulture. The move 

from planning & design to operations was an eye-opening 

experience! 
 

Walt Disney used to insist that the landscape architects be 

responsible for all Area Development within the theme 

park.  The Architects handled the buildings, the Engineers 

made things work and handled functional considerations 

such as grading, drainage, and utilities, but the areas 

outside of the buildings ï where people walked and moved 

through the spaces ï these were the domain of the 

landscape architects.  Every sign, handrail, lamp post, curb, 

drain grate, fire hydrant (everything the guest saw 

outdoors) was to be orchestrated by the landscape 

architecture team because Walt understood the importance 

of carefully crafting the guest experience.  He also 

recognized the fact that first impressions matter, and should 

be intentionally stage-managed.  The Arrival Sequence is 

a key consideration that should be devised to be both 

memorable and clearly comprehended.     

              more... 

bƻǘ ŀ /ƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅΗ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŬǊƳǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ-

ǾŜǊǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎΣ ƘŀǊŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƳƛǩƴƎΦ {ƻ ǿƘȅ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǳǎΚ ¢ƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǎƛŘŜōŀǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΥ 

 

wŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƻŦ tŀƭƳ /ƻŀǎǘΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 
ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΤ  

.ǊŀŘ {ƳƛǘƘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ LƴŎΦ 

о 


