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Interceptor Maintenance
1) A well maintained interceptor is important to keeping efficiency high. If the interceptor is not kept to
a strict cleaning schedule, it will build up with grease and eventually allow the grease to pass directly
into the municipal water system. A cleaning schedule is directly affected by the volume of FOG present and introduced into the interceptor, as well as the type of menu. For example a Fried Chicken
type restaurant may have higher FOG generation than a sandwich shop.
2) The grease interceptor should be checked after the first few days of operation. Note the buildup
of grease within it. Based on the amount of grease collected, a regular cleaning schedule should be
implemented to ensure that the grease buildup does not get to the point of allowing the grease laden
water to pass directly through the interceptor.
3) Routine service including pumping is a requirement for Big Max and Lil Max units to operate properly. To determine when to pump and clean the Big and Lil Max may be done by simple measurement. The XL-MI-G-PL-750 should be pumped when the FOG thickness measures 16.5” deep from
the water line. The XL-MI-G-PL-1150 should be pumped and cleaned when the FOG measure’s 15” in
depth from the water line. Using a Sludge Judge type tool will help determine these depths.
4) Measuring collected solids in any interception system is a more difficult task than with the FOG
measurement. Because most solids are organic in nature there is a tendency for these solids to
absorb water becoming more bulky but having very little actual mass. A simple solution is to have the
Solids Interceptor pumped when the Grease Interceptor is pumped. The likelihood that they will both
require service at the same time is very high. Servicing the Solids Interceptor is an integral part of
maintaining system efficacy.
Following the simple steps below will help make cleaning easier:
1) Remove the bolt(s) from the interceptor lid(s) taking care to carefully locate the bolts together and
out of the way.
2) Remove the lid(s) (Take caution, the lid(s) can be heavy and slippery)
3) Interceptors having a GPM rating of 7 to 50 GPM can be cleaned by hand. Remove grease from
the interceptor and dispose of it in the proper waste container. Interceptors with a GPM rating of 75
GPM or greater normally require cleaning by a pumping service.
4) Check to make sure that the gasket material is still in good condition. No rips or missing pieces and
that it is still in the proper position.
5) Reinstall the lid(s) and bolt(s) by reversing step #1.
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