
Lesson Plan Template: Summarizing

This lesson plan is a suggested implementation of the first ThinkCERCA 
lesson. As indicated by our ThinkCERCA ELA Scope and Sequence, we 
recommend that the first lesson focuses on the Direct Instruction skill of 
summarizing. Please note that each teacher may integrate ThinkCERCA into 
their instruction differently and this template is purely for guidance.

The first lesson with ThinkCERCA will be crucial in building 
students’ readiness levels for independence with the lessons 
down the road. The first lesson will allow teachers to set and 
scaffold expectations, engage students in discussion and 
collaboration frequently, and introduce the format of the Applied 
Reading & Writing lesson.

CERCA Set
Suggested: School Policy

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
• Understand teachers’ expectations around 

an Applied Reading & Writing lesson.

• Navigate the six steps of the Applied 
Reading & Writing lesson and use the tools 
within the lesson to support their application 
of skills.

• Engage in a discussion with peers about the 
key question of the set. 

• Respond to an argumentative prompt, using 
evidence from the text in response.

• Effectively apply the skill of summarizing 
from the Direct Instruction lessons when 
working on the Applied Reading and Writing 
lesson.

Direct Instruction
(RECOMMENDED)

Applied Reading & Writing

Additional Reading Practice
(OPTIONAL)

Individual Activity 

Partner Activity

Group Activity

Before the lesson, students should have the 
following content knowledge:
Use the background-building resources found on 
the Applied Reading & Writing lesson detail page 
to support students’ content knowledge.

Options to Assign Students

Key:

Lesson Overview and Background

Procedure BEFORE LESSON

1. ASSIGN A LESSON 2. FACILITATE DISCUSSION

Assign the “Summarizing” Direct 
Instruction lesson and the and the “School 
Policy” Applied Reading & Writing lesson 
to each student based on the appropriate 
readiness level.

Arrange students to facilitate group work.

• We recommend all students work on 
the same level for the first Applied 
Reading & Writing lesson. If you choose 
to differentiate, arrange students 
in groups with classmates who are 
reading the same passage as them to 
facilitate discussion.
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Procedure Direct Instruction LessonDURING LESSON

Ask class to pull up the Summarizing Direct 
Instruction lesson on their student view.

Students complete 5-question 
comprehension check.

Students can collaborate with peers as to 
why they chose the answers they did before 
submitting work.

a. View item analysis of student 
performance on Assignments page to 
identify questions or standards needing 
remediation for whole group, small group, or 
individual students.

b. Students will continue to practice the 
summarizing skill throughout the Applied 
Reading & Writing lesson. 

Be sure to remind them specifically 
during the writing component. You can 
ask students to refer back to the Direct 
Instruction lesson to support application. 
You may want to give targeted feedback 
just on that Direct Instruction skill during the 
lesson or during grading.

Ask students to submit their work by 
clicking on the orange “Submit Answers” 
button.

Ask students to discuss answers to 
comprehension questions in pairs or as 
a whole group. When students are done 
discussing, ask them to return to their 
ThinkCERCA dashboards.

Students watch Direct Instruction lesson 
as a whole group. Throughout the lesson, 
pause with supporting statements tied to 
your instruction.

Students take notes as needed.                                          

1. STUDENTS OPEN ASSIGNMENT

4. COMPREHENSION CHECK 5. STUDENTS SUBMIT ANSWERS 6. IN-CLASS DISCUSSION

2. WHOLE-GROUP INSTRUCTION 3. STUDENTS TAKE NOTES

SUBMIT ANSWERS

Procedure AFTER LESSON

5-10 mins

10-15 mins 10-15 mins (continued)

5-10 mins
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Have students read the topic overview 
for their lesson and respond in writing 
(individually) to the Personal Connection 
question.

Ask students to share their response with a 
classmate. For students who have different 
texts, make sure they clearly state their 
connection prompt.

Procedure Applied Reading & Writing LessonDURING LESSON

Introduce the Essential Question on the 
CERCA page for the unit. Point out that 
students will review and discuss this as a 
whole group after the read a variety of texts 
about the topic.

Model for students how to find evidence 
in the text. Give a clear expectation for 
how much highlighting they should do. For 
example, “two highlights per prompt”.

A few variations for highlighting when students 
are using the same text are listed below:

Have students partner with a peer and find 
evidence together.

Have students get in groups and split 
the focus: half the group finds the pink 
highlighted topics, half the group finds the 
aqua highlighted topics.
 
Have students discuss with their peers the 
evidence they found, the notes they took, 
and any questions they may have.

Encourage students use sentence 
frames to write their summary.

Have a few students share out their 
summary and encourage students to ask 
them questions about the article.

Refer back to the summarizing Direct 
Instruction lessons. Since this will be 
the first time students are summarizing, 
you should explicitly discuss the Direct 
Instruction lesson concepts.

Have students read the text independently. 
Consider providing headphones for students 
who may need audio support. Make sure 
students review vocabulary, when needed.

Once students finish reading, encourage 
them to talk to peers about what they read. 
Use prompts such as:
• What was something interesting that 

you read?
• What was something that was 

confusing to you as you read?

Have students complete the comprehension 
check. A few variations are listed below.

For students with the same passage: have 
them review their answers with a peer 
before they submit. Encourage that students 
dig back into the text to prove their choice.

For students with different passages: once 
they hit submit and know how they scored, 
have them go back into the passage and 
identify why an answer was incorrect (using 
evidence from the text) and see if they can 
answer it correctly.

Once students see their overall 
performance, have them reflect in pairs on 
why the correct answer is correct using 
evidence and reasoning.

Have your computer open to the 
assignment page and refresh when 
students submit their answers. You will get 
an overview of how students performed 
as related to standards. You can use this 
information for future teaching or to redirect 
the work in the moment.

QUESTION INTRODUCTION Step 1 STUDENTS CONNECT WITH TOPIC

Step 3 STUDENTS ENGAGE WITH THE TEXT Step 4 STUDENTS SUMMARIZE TEXT

Step 2 STUDENTS READ THE TEXT

5-7 mins

10-15 mins 3-5 mins

15-20 mins

1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6
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Procedure Applied Reading & Writing Lesson (continued)DURING LESSON

Students will begin to build their argument 
(write their claim, find and write evidence, 
write reasoning that connects the evidence 
to the claim, and identify and write a 
counterargument).

Provide clear guidelines for how much 
writing students need to complete (e.g. 
one claim, three pieces of evidence, one 
counterclaim).

Review Direct Instruction slides to support 
application of the skill. Scaffolding 
expectations is reasonable. The length of 
the writing piece can adjust as students 
become more familiar with the framework. 
(e.g. if the Direct Instruction lesson is 
“Evidence,” and the students are just learning 
the skill, have the students write a claim and 
give one piece of evidence only. The next 
lesson, add in reasoning and so on.)

Note that students can pull up their 
highlights from Step 3 to help them use 
effective evidence to support their claim.

Encourage a turn-and-talk during this step 
in which students share their claim and the 
evidence that support their claim.

Using the Key Question, encourage students 
to engage in a small group or whole-
class debate using their reading. A few 
suggestions may include:
• Engage in a debate with a specified 

question.
• Have students participate in a Socratic 

discussion.
• Create a carousel in which students 

respond to the question first and then 
respond to their classmates writing 
with additional writing or a discussion.

Students will use the work they have 
completed up until this point to complete a 
final version of their writing. 

Remind students that they can pull up their 
work and their highlights/notes on the left 
side of the screen and even copy over the 
work from Step 5.

Project the “Need Help Getting Started” tips 
for the final argument to provide students 
with suggestions and sentence stems as 
they work on their final piece of writing. 
Provide the greatest amount of feedback on 
the applied skill students are learning. (In 
this case, summarizing.)

Encourage students to use the rubric before 
they submit to make sure they are attending to 
the components you will be grading them on.

A variation for peer-editing
Have students switch seats with a peer and 
read their partner’s writing. On a separate 
piece of paper or as a discussion, have 
students provide feedback on:
1. The claim, evidence, reasoning, and 

counterargument
2. The clarity of who the audience is (and 

does the language match)
3. The introduction and conclusion
4. Overall cohesiveness

Consider rearranging the classroom desks or tables to encourage 
peer and group discussion.

For classrooms with fewer technology than students, encourage 
students to work with a partner on Steps 1 and 2. For the remaining 
steps, have students work in a rotation model while other students 
work on other activities that are part of the core curriculum.

OFFLINE DISCUSSION (Optional)

Procedure Logistics / Considerations for PlanningAFTER LESSON

1. Grade and/or provide feedback on student writing and identify a 
growth focus.

 a. For targeted feedback, provide feedback on the specific 
component of writing that relates to the summarizing skill.

 
2.    Assigning a growth focus will guide the area of focus for student 

writing in the future.

Step 6 FORMAL WRITING (Optional)Step 5 ARGUMENT BUILDER

20-25 mins 10-20 mins 20-25 mins

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6


