
Planning for Growth: 4 Test Prep Strategies Every Admin 
Should Know
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● ThinkCERCA Growth
● Data-Driven Instruction
● Test Examples and ThinkCERCA Lessons
● Strategies for Test Preparation

Agenda
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ThinkCERCA 
Growth



ThinkCERCA: Read, Write, Grow
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Read
● High-quality, authentic texts
● Differentiated lessons
● Close reading
● Standards alignment

Write Grow

Grades 4 - 12  •  English Language Arts   •  Science  •  Social Studies  •  Math

● Common Language: CERCA 
Framework

● Scaffolded writing process
● Argumentative writing 
● Narrative and informational writing

● CERCA three times per month
● Students engaged in higher-order 

thinking
● More time with students
● Improved teacher effectiveness

1.5 - 2.5 years of growth in a single year 

Third-Party Verified
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How Do Schools Reach Fidelity?

10 times
per year

Once
per quarter per content area

3 times
per month
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Results
“[ThinkCERCA] was found to have 
an extremely large impact, 
producing gains equivalent to 
roughly an extra year’s worth of 
academic growth." 

- EdWeek
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Results
Students using ThinkCERCA gained 
an additional 6.29 test-score points 
(NWEA Map test) above what the 
control group gained.

This is equivalent to closing the 
achievement gap by: 
● 264% for low-income students
● 456% for black students
● 749% for Hispanic students
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Data-Driven 
Instruction
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Students Submit Writing, Teachers Provide Feedback

● Argumentative, informational, and narrative writing

● Standards-aligned grading rubrics
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Students Submit Writing

● Development of analytical and synthesizing skills

● Practice providing supporting evidence using 
discipline-specific language

● Creation of constructed responses to text-based 
questions
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Teachers Provide Actionable Feedback for Growth

● Standards-aligned grading rubrics

● Personalized, one-on-one feedback 

● Real-time data to monitor student progress
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District and School Leaders Monitor Progress

● Performance on literacy standards by grade or 
class

● Time-on-task and usage data

● Detailed reports to track individual student 
performance
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Test Examples and 
ThinkCERCA Lessons
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Text: Assessment Question:

3rd Grade ELA 

Finding main idea and supporting details
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Text: Comprehension Check:

Finding main idea and supporting details
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Text: Essay Prompt:

10th Grade ELA

Paired texts and analysis
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Text: Engage with the Text:

Paired texts and analysis
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Text: Assessment Question:

Reading

Matching claims with textual evidence
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Text:

Matching claims with textual evidence

Engage with the Text:
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Text: Assessment Question:

Writing and Language

Understanding what makes a sound, cohesive 
argument.
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Text:

Understanding what makes a sound, cohesive 
argument.

Create your CERCA:
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Text: Essay Prompt:

Essay

Connecting claims with evidence; explaining one’s 
reasoning.
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Text:

Connecting claims with evidence; explaining one’s 
reasoning.

Build an Argument:
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Strategies for Test 
Preparation
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Annotation

Annotation helps students locate information quickly 
and determine key elements.
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Strategies for Scaffolding Annotation

Encourage students to annotate with peers to deepen their 
understanding as well as perspectives on a text. For example, 

consider a gradual release of annotation:

“I Do It”
Project a reading and model 
the annotation strategy for 
students. Provide a variety 
of types of annotation 
(questions, comments, 
reactions) and acknowledge 
the importance and use of 
each of them. 

Have students participate in 
annotation in a small group 
or whole class. Share out 
annotations and discuss the 
type of annotation that was 
done.

Have students annotate in 
pairs. Encourage students to 
take a different goal in their 
annotation so they can share 
their learning with their 
partner.

Have students annotate 
individually. Make sure to 
give them feedback 
promptly.

“We Do It” “You Do It Together” “You Do It Alone”
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Annotation Guidance

Provide students with guidance on what 
they should look for when re-reading the 
text to annotate.

In this example, students are asked to 
annotate considering the benefits and 
issues of mandatory voting. 

Remind students that there are many 
reasons and ways to annotate, but this is 
one way to ensure students are ready to 
deliberately re-read the text.
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Prediction

Prediction strategies help students approach questions 
as opportunities to read a text more carefully.
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Prediction Guidance

1. Read the question carefully.

2. Cover the answer choices.

3. Predict the answer.

4. Jot down the answer in your own 
words.

5. Find text to support your answer.

6. Select the multiple choice answer that 
matches your answer or use an error 
analysis for remaining distractors.
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Prediction Guidance

Provide students with guidance on how to 
make predictions. 

In this example, students can try to write out 
an expression on their own and then check 
the options to see if they match.

 This is a great way to check and 
double-check their work, as well. 
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Prediction Guidance

Provide students with guidance on how to 
make predictions. 

In this example, students can try to write out 
an expression on their own and then check 
the options to see if they match.

 This is a great way to check and 
double-check their work, as well. 
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Error Analysis

Error analysis helps train students to identify the 
distractors in answer choices.
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How Students Can Do an Error Analysis

1. Select a question you answered 
incorrectly.
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How Students Can Do an Error Analysis

1. Select a question you answered 
incorrectly.

2. Write or discuss: why was your answer 
incorrect?

a. Was it brand new information? Is it something you do 
not remember learning?

b. Was the answer connected to the question, but not 
answering the exact question asked?

c. Was your answer partially, though not completely, 
correct?

d. Did you misread the question?
e. Did you calculate an answer incorrectly (as in 

mathematics)?
f. Was your answer completely disconnected from the 

question being asked?



37

How Students Can Do an Error Analysis

1. Select a question you answered 
incorrectly.

2. Write or discuss: why was your answer 
incorrect?

a. Was it brand new information? Is it something you do 
not remember learning?

b. Was the answer connected to the question, but not 
answering the exact question asked?

c. Was your answer partially, though not completely, 
correct?

d. Did you misread the question?
e. Did you calculate an answer incorrectly (as in 

mathematics)?
f. Was your answer completely disconnected from the 

question being asked?

3. Write down why the correct answer was 
correct.
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Classroom Layout

Timed practice helps students practice pacing 
strategies to prepare for standardized assessments.
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● More spaces to collaborate with 
peers elevates student 
engagement. 

● Reduces time when shifting 
learning settings.

● Empowers students to connect 
with peers, technology, and 
resources.

Why Classroom Layout

http://classroom.4teachers.org/


Three Suggested Plans
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With this plan, you will focus 
on a different test 
preparation strategy each 
week. The benefit here is that 
students will experience and 
apply all of the strategies. 

Weekly Test Prep Focus
With this plan, students will 
focus on two strategies over 
the course of multiple weeks. 
The benefit here is that 
students will build on their 
expertise in a few strategies

Rotating Test Prep Focus
With this plan, you will select 
a single strategy to focus on 
for multiple weeks. The 
benefit here is that students 
will get a deep dive into one 
strategy, allowing them to 
apply it in multiple settings.

Single Test Prep Focus
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Thank You

Spark Courageous Thinking in Every Subject
Personalized Literacy Platform for Grades 4-12


