CERCA Set: Government and Health ThinkCERCA"
Worked Example, 4

PURPOSE

To give teachers an example of a “3” level of achievement on
a Think CERCA assignment.

TEXT
Peanuts in Schools: Is a ban best?
CERCA QUESTION

Is a complete ban on nuts the best way
for schools to address a nut allergy?

EXAMPLE STUDENT ESSAY

Some children are very allergic to peanuts, like Nick Williams. He is
allergic to them bad. He could die if he ate them. His mom thinks
peanuts should be banned from schools. Other people, like Nick’s
school doesn’t agree.

The National Institute of Health says 5% of American children have

food allergies. Kids need to be protected from foods that will make
them sick. Nick’s school has a separate room where kids with allergies
can eat. | don’t think this is very fair, that kids with allergies have to eat
alone. They probably want to eat with their friends. Nick’s mom wants
the school to ban peanuts completely, but the school won't.

But the school shouldn’t have to ban peanuts, just because a few kids
are allergic to them. They could like test class treats to see if they
have things in them that kids are allergic to. That would make people
more aware of food allergies, and that would make more sense.
Because a kid could bring a granola bar to school and not know it had
peanuts in it and another student could get sick because of it.
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r. fineman agrees that schools shouldn’t ban peanuts. He says the

child and his teacher have to pay attention to keep kids with allergies
from getting sick, not the school. So there’s no reason for schools to
have to ban peanuts. Besides, if kids eat only what they bring from
home, they won’t get sick anyway. So other kids should be able to eat
whatever they want. A few peanuts now and then won'’t be that bad, as
long as Nick doesn’t eat too many of them.

Kids are allergic to lots of different allergies and it would be super hard
to keep everything away from kids that they are allergic to so why
should only kids who are allergic to peanuts be protected by not letting
any other kids have peanuts in schools? Nick is just going to have to
be careful what he eats.




