FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ADVANTAGE GROUP INTERNATIONAL NAMES RICHARD KELLAM CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER
August 7, 2018 - Toronto, Ontario – Advantage Group International today announces the
appointment of Richard Kellam as Chief Executive Officer, effective September 4.
Kellam replaces Gary Halloran, Chief Executive Officer since 2010. Halloran is promoted to the
role of Chairman of the Board of Directors of Advantage.
As CEO, Kellam will report to the Board and will be based at the company’s global headquarters
in Toronto. He joins Advantage following more than three years with Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Company where he held the role of Senior Vice President, Global Sales and Marketing, adding
Leader of Emerging Markets to his role in 2017.
“We are delighted to welcome Richard to Advantage,” says Halloran. “His first-hand experience
in capitalizing on the powerful insights provided by Advantage ReportTM will be invaluable to our
clients. His knowledge of the FMCG industry will ensure our continuing relevance in offering a
direct path to better outcomes for our retailer and supplier stakeholders."
Kellam, 57, brings a wealth of experience in the consumer goods industry as the former Global
Chief Customer Officer at Mars, Incorporated. During his 14 years at Mars, Richard was
responsible for building world class sales and customer capabilities and processes across all
Mars business units. At Mars, Kellam was a strong advocate of Advantage, instrumental in
expanding Advantage services to Mars businesses globally and in utilizing Advantage ReportTM
to improve business outcomes.
During his 14 years with Mars, Kellam also held key leadership roles in its North American and
European business units, including more than three years as President of Mars Petcare Europe.
Prior to Mars, he spent seven years with the William Wrigley Company in marketing and general
management roles of increasing responsibility based in the U.S., Canada, India and Malaysia.
Kellam began his career as an Assistant Brand Manager with Playtex Limited and later served
in marketing roles with Robin Hood Multifoods and Molson Breweries.
Advantage Group International partners with the world’s most ambitious suppliers and retailers
to accelerate success. For over 30 years, clients have looked to Advantage for insights into
strengthening their business relationships across a broad range of business performance areas
within existing and emerging channels spanning E-Commerce, Grocery, Mass Merchandiser,
Club, Convenience, Value, Pharmacy, Foodservice, Healthcare and others. Advantage brings
powerful insights to companies within and across over 40 countries and represents the voices of
over 70,000 industry professionals. High performing suppliers in Advantage Report™ achieve
5% higher sales performance on average in the following year, than low performers. For more
information, visit: https://www.advantagegroup.com/
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