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Please reach out to your VillageMD market leader with questions and concerns. 
 
Below is this week’s government and legislative affairs update. All previous legislative guidance and 
other affiliate resources are stored via the VillageMD Affiliated Practices COVID-19 Resource Center. 
  

• Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) released long-awaited guidance that included 
amounts Medicare would pay for antibody tests. These amounts are broken out by MAC 
jurisdiction in the attached guidance. The two CPT codes for serology tests are meant to 
distinguish between single-step and multi-step processes. Specifically, the guidance 
addresses how much CMS will pay for: 

o CPT code 87635 for infectious agent detection by nucleic acid tests ($51.31) 
o CPT codes 86769 and 86328 for serology tests ($42.13/$45.23) 

• The Pacific Business Group on Health (PBGH), which represents private employers and 
public purchasers spending more than $100 billion annually on health care, was joined 
by 35 organizations representing many of the nation’s leading private and public sector 
employers in issuing a letter to congressional leaders requesting they take immediate 
action to ensure Americans have access to high-quality, affordable health care both now 
and long after the COVID-19 pandemic ends. The joint letter offers recommendations to 
achieve the following goals: 

o Protect patients and providers by strengthening access to primary care services  
o Protect consumers and employers from price gouging, surprise billing and 

unwarranted price increases 
o Protect taxpayers by ensuring accountability and transparency of federal funds 

for providers 
o Protect workers by providing coverage for those who have been laid-off and 

furloughed  
o Protect self-insured employers and health plans by offering insurance market 

risk mitigation arrangements 
• Senate Democrats Sheehen, Warner and Jones introduced healthcare/insurance expansion 

legislative response to COVID-19 
• President Trump announced and Executive Order on asking Agencies for COVID-19 Waivers that 

would speed economy’s growth 
• Nursing Homes received next wave of $4.9B from Emergency/CARES Grants 
• CMMI Director Brad Smith discussed commitment to Direct Contracting. There will be more 

announcements on the DC program coming in the next few weeks 
• CMS released final Medicare Advantage and Part D payment rule, allowing for increased 

flexibilities for telehealth services and ESRD patients who want to be in MA program 
• American College of Surgeons sent a letter to Congress in support of directing funds specifically 

to primary care providers in the next round of CARES funding 
• GAO Report found Nursing Homes had infection control issues before COVID-19 
• Cassidy and Menedez introduced legislation to help funding to states 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.villagemd.com%2Faffiliate-resources&data=02%7C01%7Cbpetersen%40villagemd.com%7C6d962a3c4cb64eb91e4b08d7fe7d6c39%7C0c3932e9318a4685ae557cf8039f57ea%7C1%7C1%7C637257686977138729&sdata=O2K%2F6xPSatrZDfursvWRHsHa2ukpmAmn%2FG3fZ68Sl5M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2Fmac-covid-19-test-pricing.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cbpetersen%40villagemd.com%7C6d962a3c4cb64eb91e4b08d7fe7d6c39%7C0c3932e9318a4685ae557cf8039f57ea%7C1%7C1%7C637257686977138729&sdata=IMSWyiH4sFgv2vAwuahqQMsNhalIJ8QZqGLA3N7depw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DBuSe3O84UHVkBoNd12fbpTyGQCXbixUVHlX7r-2BIHXjH6zXgvj6SG3ipIjiz4htdElV5n62l1T0ZuOEWElb1DKv1I68UGBjJMAL0gdF-2FWY3UqF-2BDHJ8n-2BJGHDTHHumW6kuaKOrrSpsvpQnpDxvYtPbTKUU-2Ff8yNEF524FdCtAuMs-3DJqPw_ixGvfu-2F7-2FLgssJOUQ0NJaPA03bw9kny90VSPMRge23Azn3-2FtmnedzU0gCDCHzchWuuFlsg1KPckf5x-2Bz3j2g8uRkZrkAw0PbWviX8xcnBAgln6VYjXasOJIdMth2KmJZgjZqNfB7uT1dZlUOoXxNG0RDhMzIV3HpgnQ2YgpEXKxUBmC7jyMarF2jRoKiD4d1nlIJku92m9x0W0BSq6-2BeENTi55IQi-2FtIklKO8jKVmCjOSbtkjL41ZVizIV8YfS2A9KlzN7clVF-2F8P0jBGyNWy5mSaXzzQZ-2BVJyVVapKKGJZW-2BWDqAT26Vwn-2BuCTwMl5yH-2FLJ6xGpSeGB2TbEqpmWK2qTx-2Bm7XpRsl-2Fqf29kbIwVjKp95LTwfPYUZx0zvaBhF-2BdnpcJ4-2Fmzkub0H96U026ZPikCgQb52UvqOahKY-2BC2M-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cbpetersen%40villagemd.com%7C6d962a3c4cb64eb91e4b08d7fe7d6c39%7C0c3932e9318a4685ae557cf8039f57ea%7C1%7C1%7C637257686977148727&sdata=NupioRCi%2BSRlysar8pDOrxKxKDNDWbaYcS5hZockjPM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2Fexecutive-order-regulatory-relief-support-economic-recovery%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbpetersen%40villagemd.com%7C6d962a3c4cb64eb91e4b08d7fe7d6c39%7C0c3932e9318a4685ae557cf8039f57ea%7C1%7C1%7C637257686977148727&sdata=uRe9Cyni1cLbNK%2B%2F04Ayn0wDNpHXMHoNiil63l8f8Tk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/22/hhs-announces-nearly-4.9-billion-distribution-to-nursing-facilities-impacted-by-covid19.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/02/2020-11342/medicare-program-contract-year-2021-policy-and-technical-changes-to-the-medicare-advantage-program
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gao.gov%2Fproducts%2Fgao-20-576r&data=02%7C01%7Cbpetersen%40villagemd.com%7C6d962a3c4cb64eb91e4b08d7fe7d6c39%7C0c3932e9318a4685ae557cf8039f57ea%7C1%7C1%7C637257686977158719&sdata=aZj5FD8qoxYjOOC9zyNrCqF5SahOnN%2BUnI6pgefY8zA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cassidy.senate.gov%2Fnewsroom%2Fpress-releases%2Fcassidy-menendez-introduce-bipartisan-smart-fund-to-help-frontline-states-communities-in-covid-19-fight&data=02%7C01%7Cbpetersen%40villagemd.com%7C6d962a3c4cb64eb91e4b08d7fe7d6c39%7C0c3932e9318a4685ae557cf8039f57ea%7C1%7C1%7C637257686977158719&sdata=cTvXyPDlgmWuXE9dc3%2BnjC2Wc3l%2FCfBfWVX0EywmEkc%3D&reserved=0

