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Goals 

• Share a workshop for first and 
second-year students on writing 
research questions

• Demonstrate how Credo can be 
used to help students

• Write research questions
• Revise research questions
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Research Questions • Clarity: Is the research 
question obvious and stated 
succinctly?

• Specificity: Is the 
research question focused 
and answerable?

• Context / Perspective: Is the 
research question from the 
perspective of one discipline 
or from the context of 
group?

• Insight: Does the research 
question reveal creative 
thinking and the need for 
further research? 

• Personal interest
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Background Research Using Credo Reference



Write Research Question

•Students work in 
pairs or groups of 3

•Write question on 
worksheet

•Write question on 
whiteboard 
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Students give feedback to group beside them

Review the criteria we 
developed together. 

Provide the team who 
wrote the question with 

one thing they did well 
and one suggestion for 
improvement using the 

criteria Nick Youngson CC BY-SA 3.0 Aplha Stock Images
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Find Sources with Credo Reference 



Revise Question

•Students write 
revised question 
near prior question.

•Explain revisions to 
the class
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Guide to Library 
Research
http://go.osu.edu/l
ibraryresearch

http://go.osu.edu/libraryresearch


Thank you for your attention

Beth Black
Undergraduate Engagement 
Librarian
Ohio State University
Black.367@osu.edu
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