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The Somme Project 

Background
 The 1st of July 2016 was the centenary of the first day of the Battle of the 

Somme, and North Lakes School were privileged to be chosen by the British 
Council to represent the North West of England at the official British, French and 
Irish Ceremony at the Thiepval Memorial in France.

 The Ceremony was the climax of a four day visit to France by 27 pupils from 
Years 5&6. 

 North Lakes twinned with Ecole Rene Gerard from Lehaucourt in France, and 
our children were able to work with pupils from Lehaucourt as we all stayed 
together in Amiens in the build up to the event.

 The term’s learning focused around the Lonsdale Pals and the impact of World 
War One on Penrith. 

 Children learned the story of the Pals battalion and reflected their learning 
through stories, diaries, letters, singing, philosophy and beautiful art work. 

 All classes contributed work towards a mini museum which was taken to France 
and exhibited in Amiens



The Somme Project  & Frog 

Background

 North Lakes School in Penrith were one of the 12 UK schools to 

participate and saw how technology could be a key enabler for 

this international collaboration

 Issued Frog logins to our French partner school so they could easily 

create and share resources and work together.

 Issued Frog logins to our partners and supporters 

 Cumbria Museum of Military Life

 Secondary School Languages Staff

 British Council 

 County Archivist



“Frog has played a central 

role in our Somme 

Centenary work.

It has been an ideal 

platform for us to create our 

own learning resource tailor 

made for this special 

project.

It has enabled the children 

to share their own WW1 

stories and explore specific 
links to other learning 

resources, organisations, 

and schools taking part in 

the project in the UK.”

Martyn Soulsby



Collaboration –

Cumbria’s Museum of 

Military Life“The immediacy of the 
technology through the 

school’s FrogLearn platform 
has enabled the children to 
connect with the Museum 

and school through the 
Centenary project and share 

real life stories from the 
children and their families as 
well as sharing information 

from the Museum’s archives –
a superb resource.”

Jules Wooding

CMoML





Closed Group 

Areas

Schools, partners and 

contributors shared updates on 

their projects about the battle 

through FrogLearn



International 

Collaboration

 Used  the discussions 

widget and the wall 

widget to collaborate 

and communicate 

with partner school

 Used other tools such 

as Google Translate, 

notepad, Word –

multi platform.



International Collaboration



Collaboration - Art



Collaboration - Art • UK children would start an art 

project, upload their partially 

finished result to Frog for everyone 

to see, then post the work to their 

counterparts in France.

• The French students would finish 

the art piece and post pictures to 

Frog where everyone involved 

could see them.



Collaboration -

Singing

 Shared Singing 

resource for all 

collaborators to 

access

 Pupils able to 

access at home

 Shared songs from 

France and 

England



Philosophy for Children (P4C) 

As a SAPERE P4C Gold Award School we 
have also used the discussion forums to 
explore philosophical concepts related to 

the project.



Philosophy for Children (P4C) 



FrogSnap
• Digital Leaders trained 

other children in the 

use of FrogSnap.

• During the project 

uploaded examples of 

work that they were 

proud of to their class 

site.

• Shared and discussed 

with the children in our 

partner school as well 

as with other 

collaborators.



Learning 

Links
 Learning Links site 

created for all

collaborators and 

learners

 Safe Sites

Quality Resources

Regularly updated 



NLS Collaborative Project Based Sites



NLS Project Based 

Sites
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