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We are excited that our annual conference 
continues to grow, and we were able to secure the 
beautiful and spacious Renaissance Convention 
Center in Schaumburg, Illinois as our “Mission 
Control” center this year.  We hope that your time 
with us is not only fun and comfortable…but that 
you are able to gain valuable information and 
insights for your organization.

This year our theme is All Systems Go…Power 

Your Mission – a theme that was inspired by a 
speaker I had a chance to see in January. Adam 
Steltzner was on a path to become a high school 
dropout when curiosity about the star constellation, 
Orion, captured his imagination and stimulated a 
dramatic course change in his life.

After earning a doctorate in astrophysics and 
joining NASA’s famed Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
(JPL), Adam was asked to solve an impossible 
problem. Previous landings on the surface of Mars 
involved vehicles the size of microwave ovens, 
and the landings could be accomplished with 
parachutes and airbags.

The “impossible” problem to solve on the newest 
mission: 

How do you stop a vehicle the size of a 

Volkswagen Beetle, screaming at more than 

1,000 miles per hour towards the surface of 

Mars, and land the $2 billion spacecraft with 

one shot to be successful?

I am excited for you to hear Adam’s story because 
I think the process of problem solving at the JPL 
- and the level of collaboration it takes to “land a
car on Mars”- is inspiring…and my hope is that you
will be encouraged to take on the “impossible”
problems that you may be facing.

As we have always strived to do, we tried to use 
client feedback to continue to improve the learning 
opportunities and maximize the time we have 
together. There are some changes in the 2019 
National Conference schedule that I would like to 
highlight:

10/09 Wednesday 
We have added pre-conference sessions on 
Wednesday afternoon to offer valuable sessions 
and hands-on learning leading into the conference 
opening.

10/10 Thursday 
Our guest speaker will open the conference, and 
we will use the lunch hour to provide you some 
exciting product updates including our new F5 
Portal, Auto Insights, and a new “wizard” interface 
for 5Cast. Our Group Discussions at 3:00 will offer 
open collaboration at topic tables or state-specific 
breakout discussions.

10/11 Friday 
Our breakfast hour will be used to highlight our 
Project of the Year recipients as we celebrate 
innovation happening around the country. 

WELCOME TO THE FORECAST5 ANALYTICS

https://www.forecast5analytics.com/2019-national-conference
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Attendees have often commented on the value of 
networking at the National Conference...both with 
the Forecast5 staff and professional colleagues. 
We hope you take advantage of the rich 
opportunities to increase your professional network 
and your relationships with the Forecast5 team.  

Thank you for making the investment to be with us 
at the National Conference. If there is anything that 
we can do to enhance your experience, please let 
us know.

10, 9, 8…3, 2, 1…we have liftoff! 
Have a great National Conference! 

2019 NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Mike English 
President and CEO 
Forecast5 Analytics
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND

Local Government  
Administrators including:

Chief Administrators & Superintendents

Chief Financial Officers & Directors

Assistant Superintendents

Human Resources Directors

Assessment & Planning Administrators

Technology Directors 

Data Analysts 

K-12 + Higher Education 

Pick and choose from over 10 workshops and over 
25 sessions based on the topics you want to learn 
more about.

FEATURED KEYNOTE SPEAKER

From aspiring rock star going nowhere fast to a history-making 
Ph.D. rocket scientist, Adam Steltzner is recognized as one 
of NASA’s leading – and most unique – innovators. For nearly 
a decade, Adam led and inspired the breakthrough team that 
invented the ingenious “sky crane” landing system that so 
spectacularly landed the Mars rover, Curiosity, on the Martian 
surface 300,000,000 miles from Earth in 2012. Next, Adam will 
lead NASA’s Mars 2020 Project that will gather core samples 
of Mars for scientific discovery.

In his book, The Right Kind of Crazy: A True Story of 

Teamwork, Leadership and High Stakes Innovation, Adam 
brings to life unique strategies and perspectives on breaking 
through the seemingly impossible. Forecast5 Analytics is 
thrilled to have Adam bring his message to you to tie in 
the importance of honestly facing hard data - whether in 
engineering, education, or finance.

https://www.forecast5analytics.com/2019-national-conference
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IMPORTANT DETAILS

1551 N. Thoreau Drive N | Schaumburg, IL 60173

The Forecast5 room block is now closed. 
Please contact the hotel directly for 
reservations.

1850 E. Golf Rd | Schaumburg, IL 60173 

On Wednesday, October 9, network with the 
Forecast5 team and your peers. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to enjoy drinks and hors d’oeuvres 
before the conference kicks off!   
Transportation will be provided.

Analytics Help Desk

Product experts will be available Thursday 
+ Friday (all day) to give quick answers on
general support and technical analytics
guidance. For extensive project support,
request a 1on1 appointment with a Relationship
Manager, Advisor, or Sales Executive.

Group Discussions

On Thursday, October 10, the Forecast5 staff will 
facilitate multiple opportunities for you to meet in 
groups and discuss issues by state, product, or 
topic. Get the support you need from Forecast5 
and your peers. 
Have a group discussion suggestion?  
Contact your Relationship Manager or Advisor.

2 Woodfield Mall A | Schaumburg, IL 60173

Eat, drink, and network with your peers and 
the Forecast5 team on Thursday, October 10! 
We are excited to host attendees for the third 
year in a row at Pac-Man Entertainment for 
games, bowling and more! 
Transportation will be provided.

https://book.passkey.com/event/49899213/owner/27662/home
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AGENDA
WED 
10/9

1:30 p.m. Check-In + Badge pick-up

2 p.m. Pre-conference Welcome

2:15 p.m. Workshops

3:30 p.m. Break

3:45 p.m. Workshops

6 p.m. City Works Social 
Transportation will be provided.

THUR 
10/10

7:30 a.m. Registration + Breakfast

9 a.m. Welcome Address

9:30 a.m. Keynote Speaker: Adam Steltzner

10:30 a.m. Break

11 a.m. Sessions

Noon Lunch

1:30 p.m. Partner Meeting (Invite Only)

1:30 p.m. Sessions

2:20 p.m. Break

2:30 p.m. Sessions

3:20 p.m. Break

3:30 p.m. Collaborative Group Discussions

6 p.m. PAC-MAN Social 
Transportation will be provided.

FRI 
10/11

7:30 a.m. Breakfast + Project of the Year 
Awards

9 a.m. Sessions

9:50 a.m. Break

10 a.m. Sessions

10:50 a.m. Break

11 a.m. Sessions

Noon Lunch

1:30 p.m. Conference concludes

K-12 + Higher Education

See page 14 for Municpal Agenda

https://www.forecast5analytics.com/2019-national-conference
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PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
*Sessions will be presented more than once.

2:15 p.m. 
Workshops

WED 
10/9

5Sight 101*

Attendees will be given a thorough overview of the basic functionality in 5Sight. Ideal for new users, attendees 
will leave feeling comfortable in navigating and utilizing 5Sight.

5Cast Beginner

Designed for users with active licenses to review the program hands-on with Forecast5 staff available for 
questions and assistance.

5Cast Plus | Monthly Reporting*

5Cast Plus automates the generation of monthly financial reports and provides useful historic comparisons to 
provide context to the financial condition of the district. Learn how to save time and increase the functionality of 
your monthly financial reports with the power of 5Cast Plus.

Ohio School Introduction

With Forecast5’s recent acquisition of Public Finance Resources, we welcome our new clients and invite them to 
attend this introductory session to learn more about Forecast5 and the exciting developments coming to the state 
of Ohio.

5Sight Sandbox - CREATE

The CREATE section of 5Sight enables users to build their own custom pivot tables and charts, providing freedom 
and creativity in their data analysis. Attendees will be given access to the data behind 5Sight to open up the 
possibilities within table and chart creation.

5Lab Basics

Learn how to master the navigation and functionality of 5Lab. Find out how to set up secondary users and make 
the best use of your time in this robust product.

3:30 p.m. Break

Workshop Requirements: please bring a laptop, mouse, and power cord (tablets discouraged). 

Sessions: laptops are recommended. 

Room locations will be announced closer to Conference date.

K-12 + Higher Education
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3:45 p.m. 
Workshops

WED 
10/9

5Sight 101*

Attendees will be given a thorough overview of the basic functionality in 5Sight. Ideal for new users, attendees 
will leave feeling comfortable in navigating and utilizing 5Sight.

5Cast Plus Beginner

Designed for users with active licenses to review the program hands-on  with  Forecast5 staff available for 
questions and assistance.

5Sight | From District-level to Building-level: Learning to Break It Down*

With the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) impacting school districts around the country, administrators need 
to understand the data and the unique stories for each of their buildings. Explore school-level data available in 
5Sight to tell your story when reporting per student spending for each of your schools.

5Cast | Creating Dashboards

Visual analytics convey greater amounts of information to wider audiences in less time than traditional 
spreadsheets. 5Cast Dashboards help convert data in your General Ledger to visual analytics. Take a look at 
standard dashboards and learn how you can build custom dashboards to improve communication with your 
BOE and community.

The Benefits of Bridging 5Cast Plus Monthly Data to 5Cast Annual Scenarios*

The 5Cast tool is built for users to create and maintain multi-year forecasts using “what-if” scenarios to make 
decisions. With the addition of 5Cast Plus, data is uploaded monthly to see how expenditures entered now 
affect the forecast. Learn best practices on how to link your updated budget performance in 5Cast Plus directly to 
a multi-year forecast scenario in real time.

5Sight | The Fast-Start Data Kit for New Leaders

State-wide data in 5Sight can be valuable to new members of a district admin team or newly appointed board 
members. Essential analytics will be presented that will help answer critical questions regarding historical trends 
and comparisons across several meaningful data sets. Familiarity with this data will enable new leaders to get off 
to a fast start.

6 p.m. City Works Social 
Transportation will be provided.

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
K-12 + Higher Education

*Sessions will be presented more than once.

Workshop Requirements: please bring a laptop, mouse, and power cord (tablets discouraged). 

Sessions: laptops are recommended. 

Room locations will be announced closer to Conference date.

https://www.forecast5analytics.com/2019-national-conference
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11 a.m. 
Sessions

THURS 
10/10

5Sight | The Ever-Changing Math Equation: 
Using Data to Support Staffing Decisions

We will share ideas on how 5Sight can aid district leaders in the ever-important question of “are our staff levels 
appropriate”? Hear how districts are using data to support essential questions on staffing - including FTE trends vs 
enrollment, district- and building-level comparisons, and staff demographics.

5Sight and 5Cast | Pro-actively Communicating Site-Level Expenditures Rationale in an ESSA World

During this school year, you will need to tell your “ESSA story” regarding building-level expenditures. Since state 
regulators are only going to produce raw expenditure data, it is important to pro-actively dig into your information 
so that you can construct a better-informed story that provides appropriate context about what is really happening 
in each building. This session will provide ideas on how you can effectively engage stakeholders in understanding 
the “why” behind your building-level expenditures and foster positive dialogue within your community.

Using 5Cast to Drive Tax Conversations

In today’s economic climate, it is critical for school districts to maximize their local revenue potential. In this session 
you will hear how school districts are educating their board and communities on the importance of property tax 
decisions. These discussions are critical to maintain the resources necessary to promote academic excellence in 
an environment of expenditure inflation and plateauing state funding.

What’s New: All the Latest Enhancements Across the Forecast5 Product Suite

Our experts will provide an overview of the many important enhancements we’ve released this year. Preview 
upcoming enhancements or get a quick look at other products in the suite.

Using 5Lab for Quicker Insights and Student Interventions

Learn how 5Lab uses attendance, discipline, course grade, enrollment and co-curricular data to provide core 
dashboards AND detailed student-level reports that every district should have at their fingertips.

5Maps Interactive Discussion: Case Studies and Best Practices

Are you looking at service boundaries, or do you have a need for a map-based view of your data? If so, connect 
with our experts and other 5Maps users to see examples of client projects and discuss how administrators are 
leveraging 5Maps. We will share ideas in an interactive format. Feel free to bring specific questions, and we will 
attempt to address them in this group environment.

Noon Lunch

CONFERENCE SESSIONS

Workshop Requirements: please bring a laptop, mouse, and power cord (tablets discouraged). 

Sessions: laptops are recommended. 

Room locations will be announced closer to Conference date.

K-12 + Higher Education
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1:30 p.m. 
Sessions

THURS 
10/10

5Sight | Let’s Talk Numbers: Using Data to Guide Compensation Conversations

Whether you are in formal collective bargaining or just needing to find the best “free agents”, understanding the 
labor market is essential to smart decision-making around compensation. This session will share ideas on using 
compensation data to help understand your history, your current status, and your future outlook in this critical  
cost center.

5Sight | Is It Time to Find New Peers?

Peer comparison should not end with just looking within the athletic conference. Learn how to identify districts 
outside your area who share similar qualities but are achieving at higher levels. Learn how district administrative 
teams are using 5Sight data to initiate program-level discussions and inform resource allocation and curriculum 
decisions.

5Cast and 5Cast Plus | Generating a Cash Flow Analysis and Preparing for a Credit Rating Call/
Presentation

When looking to issue debt, a cash flow and multi-year financial projection is essential. Learn preparation tips for 
obtaining the best credit rating possible.

5Lab | New Strategies for Bold Horizons

Hear how Austin ISD in Texas implemented 5Lab as an enterprise system to accelerate opportunities for students 
in military, career, and college pathways. The Austin team will talk about the process of moving away from “how 
they always did things” to this new real-time dashboard technology.

5Lab | Data Extraction and Connection

This technical session will focus on how districts can upload or connect their data to the 5Lab analytics engine. 
Additional insight on data validation and cleansing will be provided. The presenters will also highlight the benefits 
of the 5Lab query engine for district-wide analyses.

2:20 p.m. Break

CONFERENCE SESSIONS
K-12 + Higher Education

Workshop Requirements: please bring a laptop, mouse, and power cord (tablets discouraged). 

Sessions: laptops are recommended. 

Room locations will be announced closer to Conference date.

https://www.forecast5analytics.com/2019-national-conference
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2:30 p.m. 
Sessions

THURS 
10/10

Using the 5Cast Negotiations Dashboard

Whether you are negotiating with a single bargaining unit, or doing wall-to-wall bargaining, the 5Cast negotiations 
dashboard can be utilized to assess and communicate information in a variety of ways, including detailed scenario 
analyses in a visual format.

5Sight | Building and Site Level Reports

With the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) impacting school districts around the country, administrators need 
to understand the data and the unique stories for each of their buildings. Get an overview of school-level data 
available in 5Sight, and how you can leverage it, to help tell your district’s story as you begin reporting per-student 
spending for each of your schools.

5Lab | Staff and Teacher Attendance Case Study

A school case study focused on teacher attendance will be highlighted. Challenges were experienced with staffing 
substitute teachers because of the number of regular teacher absences. The administrative team needed to have 
a better understanding of the situation, especially going into negotiations for the next year. Learn how a live-
updated dashboard in 5Lab was used to gain the insights.

Telling Your District’s or Organization’s Story with Data

Successful organizations effectively communicate with their stakeholders and community. Learn how Forecast5 
has been advising organizations to integrate data visualization and analytics to create compelling stories that 
highlight their successes and advance their mission.

5Maps and 5Sight | Open Enrollment

Open Enrollment is a significant topic being examined around the country. Learn from clients and experts on how 
to produce meaningful statistics using mapping and comparison analytics. See real-life scenarios on how analysis 
of students within real or hypothetical boundaries relates to issues within your school site or district.

3:30 p.m. Collaborative Group Discussions

6 p.m. PAC-MAN Social 
Transportation will be provided.

CONFERENCE SESSIONS
K-12 + Higher Education

Workshop Requirements: please bring a laptop, mouse, and power cord (tablets discouraged). 

Sessions: laptops are recommended. 

Room locations will be announced closer to Conference date.
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9 a.m. 
Sessions

FRI 
10/11

5Cast Plus | Monthly Reporting*

5Cast Plus automates the generation of monthly financial reports and provides useful historic comparisons to 
provide context to the financial condition of the district. Learn how to save time and increase the  
functionality of your monthly financial reports with the power of 5Cast Plus.

5Lab | Preparing Students to Succeed Before They Fail

This panel discussion will be led by several districts across multiple states on what student readiness means to 
them and how they are using 5Lab to accelerate student interventions. From elementary grade-level readiness, to 
Freshman-On-Track, to states’ ESSA College and Career Readiness, these districts are making sure their students 
are prepared for what’s next.

Utilizing 5Cast to Model Capital Project & Financing Options

Capital projects often require sorting through a number of construction and financing options to find the best 
solution for the district. Learn how 5Cast dashboards can help make comparing the options easier. 

5Sight & 5Cast | Using Data for School Board Member Onboarding

An informed school board can fast-track a district’s efforts to accomplish their goals. Onboarding new board 
members effectively is an important part of that. Walking through examples, learn how Forecast5’s Advisors are 
helping districts develop data-based reports and analysis specifically for new board members. 

5Sight | Accurately Projecting Enrollment

The success or failure of many district strategies hinge on accurate enrollment projections. This session will 
focus on a template and model developed by Forecast5 that allows many districts to produce a 5-year, grade 
level enrollment forecast in minutes! Instructors will also engage in discussion around factors impacting future 
enrollment trends.

9:50  a.m. Break

10 a.m. 
Sessions

5Sight & 5Cast | Budget/Long Range Financial Plans Presentations

The budgeting and forecasting processes are inextricably linked, and the first step in either is an analysis of 
the past.  Learn how to leverage 5Sight’s historical data to better inform your budget and financial forecast and 
combine elements of 5Sight and 5Cast into a single district financial story.

5Lab | Planning to Succeed by Envisioning How You Could Fail

When NASA was developing solutions to get to the moon, they practiced pre-mortem assessments to envision all 
the ways they could fail so they could work backwards to figure out how they could prevent those scenarios. Why 
are students failing? This is a question every administrator asks in an effort to identify the issues and support these 
students’ growth. Learn how one district used their student data to help identify students that need intervention, 
and what they are doing to support them.

5Cast | Preparing for Your Annual Budget Meeting & Publication

Learn how to leverage the powerful features in 5Cast to automate the development of charts and graphs 
that explain your past, present, and future budget scenarios. Use one tool to save time and produce easy-to-
understand dashboards that can be used for the presentation of the budget.

CONFERENCE SESSIONS *Sessions will be presented more than once.

K-12 + Higher Education

Workshop Requirements: please bring a laptop, mouse, and power cord (tablets discouraged). Sessions: laptops are recommended. 

Room locations will be announced closer to Conference date.

https://www.forecast5analytics.com/2019-national-conference


10 a.m. 
Sessions

FRI  
10/11 continued

5Lab | Get Your Teams To Take Ownership of Your Data

This technical session will focus on how districts can upload or connect their data to the 5Lab analytics engine. 
Additional insight on data validation and cleansing will be provided. The presenters will also highlight the benefits 
of the 5Lab query engine for district-wide analyses. Hear from a 5Lab user on how their team takes ownership of 
the data to ensure they can effectively use it later. 

5Lab & 5Cast | Unravelling the Mystery of Academic ROI

The Academic Return on Investment (AROI) formula is quite simple. Accurately capturing the component 
measurements can seem impossible. Learn from real examples how some districts are using data and Forecast5 
solutions to guide them towards this critical KPI. This session will integrate multiple Forecast5 products and 
discuss how to bring the AROI analysis together.

10:50 a.m. Break

11:00 a.m. 
Sessions

5Sight | Expenditure Analysis

Does your resource allocation align with your district’s goals? Are there areas where you are spending too little 
or too much? If you have a hard time answering these questions, 5Sight can help. In this session explore 5Sight 
financial tools to analyze spending trends and relevant benchmark comparisons.

5Sight | From District-level to Building-level: Learning to Break It Down*

With the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) impacting school districts around the country, administrators need to 
understand the data and the unique stories for each of their buildings. Explore school-level data available in 5Sight 
to tell your story when reporting per student spending for each of your schools.

5Cast & 5Cast Plus | The Benefits of Bridging Monthly Data to Annual Scenarios*

The 5Cast tool is built for users to create and maintain multi-year forecasts using “what-if” scenarios to make 
decisions. With the addition of 5Cast Plus, data is uploaded monthly to see how expenditures entered now affect 
the forecast. Learn best practices on how to link your updated budget performance in 5Cast Plus directly to a 
multi-year forecast scenario in real-time.

5Cast | Presenting & Explaining the Impact of a Debt Issuance

Financial leaders often discuss “what if” scenarios when planning out debt service schedules.  Learn how to save 
time using 5Cast’s comparison dashboard to automate this process. Additionally, the presenters will demonstrate 
how to increase stakeholder understanding by showing how key variables impact the outcomes with compelling 
visualizations.

Putting It All Together: Leading with Analytics

How are leading organizations using analytics to increase their performance? This session will focus on leadership 
tactics to engage stakeholders and align resources to achieve record-breaking results. Learn how, at any level of 
the organization, data-driven leaders are converting challenges into achievements.

Noon Lunch

1:30 p.m. Conference concludes

CONFERENCE SESSIONS *Sessions will be presented more than once.

K-12 + Higher Education

Workshop Requirements: please bring a laptop, mouse, and power cord (tablets discouraged). Sessions: laptops are recommended. 

Room locations will be announced closer to Conference date.

Forecast5 Analytics   |   2019 National Conference   |   All Systems Go!
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MAP + HOTEL DIRECTIONS
Renaissance Schaumburg 

Convention Center Hotel 

1551 N. Thoreau Drive N | Schaumburg, IL 60173
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From Downtown Chicago 

Distance 27.4 mi., Drive Time: 60 min.

From O’Hare International Airport to The Renaissance 

Schaumburg Convention Center Hotel: 17 min., 13.4 mi.

From Midway International Airport to The Renaissance 

Schaumburg Convention Center Hotel: 52 min., 38.2 mi.

From The Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center 

Hotel to PAC-MAN Entertainment  
Distance 0.3 mi., Drive Time: 8 min.

City Works 

1850 E Golf Rd | Schaumburg, IL 60173

PAC-MAN Entertainment 

2 Woodfield Mall A | Schaumburg, IL 60173 
Transportation will be provided for both social events.
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