August 2019

For Members of the
Worldwide Father Peyton Prayer Guild
United in Prayer for a Spiritual Cause
From the Vice Postulator/Guild Director
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
During a recent discussion with the
folks that make this Father Peyton
Prayer Guild letter possible - Julie,
Emily and Joe - we all agreed that this
month’s letter should reflect upon the
4th and 5th Glorious Mysteries of the
Rosary. On August 15 we celebrate
Our Blessed Mother’s Assumption,
body and soul, into heaven and on
August 22, the Blessed Virgin Mary’s
Queenship of heaven and earth. But
what does this mean? And how does
it relate to our journey of faith today?

Feast Days:


Transfiguration of
the Lord, Aug. 6



Memorial of St.
Dominic, Aug. 8



Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary, Aug. 15



Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary, Aug. 22

Sharing the Faith:
How often do you
make time to pray
with your family?
Do you turn to Mary
when you are in
need?

To answer this question, I turned to the
writings of the first Vice-Postulator of
Father Peyton’s Cause, Father Thomas
M. Feeley, C.S.C. He begins by talking
about Mary’s destination, and God willing, ours too!
“Heaven, the vision of God for all
eternity, is our final goal. We cannot
achieve this goal on our own, but
only through God’s grace. Our nearness to God for all eternity will be in
proportion to our generosity in opening our minds and hearts to his
grace now.”
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“Yes, the Rosary is powerful—as powerful as Mary whose prayer it is.”
- Venerable Patrick Peyton The Father Peyton Center • 518 Washington St. • N. Easton, MA 02356 • 508-238-4095 • VicePostulator@HCFM.org • www.FatherPeyton.org

We can ask ourselves and family members: “Do I need to be more open to God’s grace; and if
so, what’s stopping or distracting me and us as a family?”
Father Feeley goes on to say, “Mary’s Assumption into Heaven should give us encouragement. For Scripture tells us that the grace that supported her is available to us in
abundance: ‘God gives his Spirit without reserve.’” (Jn 3:34) This is what Father Peyton’s
parents taught their children as they made time to pray the Family Rosary; it’s what Father
Cornelius Hagerty, C.S.C., challenged Patrick Peyton, the seminarian, to put into action as he
lay discouraged and gravely ill upon his infirmary bed.
The question is: do we teach our family members how to avail ourselves of God’s grace through
prayer and the sacraments? Do we see in Mary’s Assumption the uplifting power of God and the
opportunity to turn to her when we are searching for answers, strength, or hope?
Father Feeley concludes by saying: “If we follow
Mary’s example and open our hearts even wider to
divine grace now, we will be at peace with ourselves in this life and in the presence of God and
Our Lady for all eternity.”
The 5th Glorious Mystery, The Queenship of Mary, adds
to our reason for hope. For Mary is our Queen, one of
us, who God has chosen to be the Mother of God and
our spiritual mother. Our Blessed Mother wants to help
us in our daily lives as we seek to grow in virtue and
holiness so that we may share the love of God with our
families and all those God brings into our lives.
Father Peyton’s final words as he left this earth
were: “Mary, my Queen, my Mother.” May we and
our families grow in the same love that Father Peyton
shared every day of his life for our Blessed Mother.
In Jesus and Mary,

Father David S. Marcham
Vice Postulator/Guild Director

Father Thomas M. Feeley, C.S.C., 19302004, a member of the Congregation of
Holy Cross, was ordained to the priesthood in 1955; taught at Kings College,
Wilkes Barre, PA, 1956-1962 and Stonehill
College, Easton, MA, 1962-1998; served
as Vice Postulator for the Cause of Father
Patrick Peyton from 1998-2004.
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